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HOLY BAPTISM.

IN token that thou shalt not fear

Christ crucified to own,

We print the cross upon thee here,

And stamp thee His alone.

In token that thou shalt not blush

To glory in His name,

We blazon here, upon thy front.

His glory, and His shame.

In token that thou shalt not flinch

Christ's conflict to maintain,

Rut 'neath His banner manfully

Firm at thy post remain.

In token that thou too shalt tread

The path He travell'd by,

Endure the cross, despise the shame,

And set thee dpwn on high.

Thus outwardly and visibly

We seal thee for His own

;

And may the brow that wears His cross

Hereafter share His crown

!
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PREFACE.

Original This Tract was taken in hand with
%}hject in . .

writing the View of Correcting the errors

this Tract, strongly held and industriously cir-

culated in the Author's parish, by that sect

of Christians ordinarily denominated Baptists.

On this account the language as well as the

statements in the earlier part are of studied

and almost homely clearness.

In explaining the ordinance of Baptism as

administered to infants, the Author was led to

take some notice of the language of the Bap-

tismal Service, and of the Catechism. H« found

that he could not notice some part without

noticing the principal parts : and having often

talked with many of his clerical brethren on the

subject, and having found that the younger part

of them were not always clear on the identity of

the Abrahamic and th^ Christian covenants*,
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and the indissoluble connection between Cir-

cumcision and Baptism, he was led a little to

extend his plan, and to say more than he had at

first any intention of doing on the general

subject.

It is a striking fact that so much obscurity

should involve this as well as some other high

subjects. This is no doubt for wise purposes.

One single verse or one single line authoritively

delivered might have set this question and others

Reason at rest for ever. But such it has not

mit to seemed fit to the AUwise to give.

faith in There is abundance, however, for
mysteries. .11

knowledge and for faith, and the rest

is for charity.

We cannot expect to hold mysteries as we

hold mathematical truths. We see only through

a glass darkly (^'^^ aiviy^ianj in an enigma, an

enigma which the knowledge of a brighter state

will solve, but which cannot be unriddled here.

It is the determination to break through the

boundary line of obscurity that has caused such

a variety of controversial evil—may I say?—of

controversial woe; for it is woe and it is sorrow

to see the Church divided, schism abounding,

Cliristian men's spirits embittered, and broad
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lines of demarcation running bet\« ccn those to

whom on both sides, as to brethreii, we ought

to wish the apostolic benediction. The Author

humbly trusts that nothing will be found in this

Tract to militate against that Christian charity

the want of which he so deeply deplores; and

with this hope he commends it to the blessing

of God the Father through Jesus Christ.

The Author would add that his attention

was called at his first entering the ministry, by

a very dear and valued relative,* to the ad-

mirable Treatise of Bishop Hopkins, (See 3rd

and 4th Chap.). He acknowledges, with gra-

titude, the comfort which he at first derived,

and which he has continued to enjoy, from its

perusal. If it be wanting in any thing it is in

the bringing out, which it scarcely does with

sufficient clearness, the paternal character of

God, as declared in this present Dispensation,

which is the Dispensation of the Spirit. This,

however, is the substratum of the view he takes,

* Hon. and Rev. Gerard Noel, Prebendary of Winchester
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CHAP. I.

" Tlien will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall

he clean : from all your filthiness, and from all your idols

will I cleanse you."—Ezek. xxxvi. 25.

Name of In commencing this tract it is right to
Baptist, its state that the denomination of baptist
origm and •

j^.^l^ ^j^^ ^^^ calhng them-
abuse.

i i i i i •

selves by that name have no exclusive

claim. They were called originally anabaptists,

a name which indicated that they were baptized

a second time; Menno Simon or Simonson, is

often considered as the founder, or rather con-

solidater of the sect. He flourished in the fif-

teenth century, and was a native of Friesland.

The anabaptists (or baptists) of Munster,
were a wild sect who held adult baptism to the

exclusion of that of infants ; and by their extra-

vagancies greatly endangered the progress of

the reformation.

If the term baptist implies the attaching of

a peculiar degree of importance to the ordinance

of baptism, the churchman is the true baptist;

for he brings all his children in their infancy to

baptism, whereas the (so called) baptist suffers

his children to grow up or, should it so please

God, to die and to be buried without any bap-

B

'n*^
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tismal blessing, as if they had no more claim to

God^s covenant blessings in Christ, than the
heathen who had never heard that sacred name.

There are two points of difference between
the church and the baptists. The first relates

to the mode of baptism, the second to the time
of baptism.
Mode of In regard to the first, the baptist says

haptism. ^^^^ ^Q ^^^ Q^gj^^ ^Q l^g baptized by
pouring or sprinkling the water, but only by
dipping or immersion. On the other hand it is

the practice of the church to baptize, either by
immersion or by sprinkling. It is often said by
baptists that the baptism administered in the

church cannot be good, because the minister

only sprinkles the child. In answer to this we
have simply to state that any member of the

church may have his child baptized by dipping

or immersion, if he pleases ; and you may read

the permission for this in what is called the

rubric. The permission is as folloAvs

—

{^^ If
they shall certify him (the Minister) that the

child may ivell endure it, he shall dip it in the

loater discreetly and warily. But if they certify

that the child is weak, it shall suffice to pour
ivater upon it") From reading this it is evi-

dent that the reason why the practice of sprink-

ling is so general, is because of the care which

the church takes of little infants who could not

so well bear being dipped into water in this cold

climate, as they could in the warm country of

Judaea, where christian baptism first began.*

* Sec further on this hereafter.
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Immer- But the baptists lay great stress upon
sion need- ^j^g dipping or immersion. To other
^**'

christians it seems to matter very little

whether the child be dipped or sprinkled: it is

the use of ifjater which is the great thing, be-

cause it is an emblem of the purifying power of

grace, and it is meant to show us that just as

water washes and cleanses the body, so does the

grace of God through Jesus Christ, cleanse and
purify the soul. So long then as water is rever-

ently and discreetly used in baptism it is of very
little importance whether it be poured on the

child or the child be put into it. To dispute

about this as if it were of great consequence is

disputing about a mere " beggarly element."
Analogy But then the baptist says that he is

from the certain from Scripture that the first
uc aiis

christians were dipped, and not
sprinkled, and that we ought, therefore, always
to dip our children and never to sj^rinkle them.

In answer to this, it may be said in the first

place, that if a person is particular in one thing

he ought to be so likewise in others, which are

of a similar nature ; and if, therefore, he is so

extremely particular in the administration of

baptism, he ought to be equally so in that of

the Lord^s supper. Now we know that when
the Lord instituted his sacramental supper, he
ate it lying on a couch, and that the bread was
not leavened. We ask the baptist then why he
takes it sitting and with leavened bread? The
only answer that can be given, and it is a very
reasonable one, is this—that the great thing is

to eat bread, which is a symbol of the blessed

B 2
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Saviour's body, and to drink mne, which is a

symbol of His blood ; and that whether we do it

reclining or kneeling is of very little consequence.

But then if the baptist is so particular in follow-

ing what he thinks to be primitive practice in

one sacrament, that of baptism^ why should he
be so careless whether he follows it in the other

sacrament?
Analogy In addition to this the baptist may be

from the asked why, if it be his principle to do
nothing which is not positively enjoined

in Scripture, he keeps the sabbath on the first

day of the week instead of the seventh; for there

is no command in Scripture for the change.

This difficulty has been felt by some baptists,

and there is now or there was once a sect of

them called Sabbatarians, who keep the sabbath

on the seventh day.*

Now the church when asked why she keeps
the sabbath on the first day of the week instead

of the seventh, answers well and wisely that she

derives her custom from primitive antiquity

;

that she does that which, as far as the Bible

and Sacred History informs her, was done by
the apostles and their immediate successors.

This is sufficient for her; she does not require

a direct command.. But the baptists cannot
give the same answer in respect to the keeping
of the sabbath, unless they allow that it may
also be given in respect to the administration

of baptism. "From Heb. xi. 14, and Matt. xxii.

• The late baptist. Dr. Stennett, was a Sabbatarian,

and used to keep the sabbath, so the writer is informed,

both on Saturday and on Sunday.
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31, 32, we learn (says Manton), the use of con-

sequences. That doctrine which is not expressed

in plain words of Scripture, yet is deduced thence

by just consequences, is a Scripture doctrine.

Our Lord, Matt. xxii. 31, 32, proves the resur-

rection by a consequence. The apostle, Heb. xi.

14, saith of the patriarchs, they declare (by their

doings) plainly that they seek a counti^y."

" In all controversies we hence learn that

genuine deductions are not an obscure proof.

The arians reject the consubstantiality of Christ

and Trinity, because they are not Scripture

^ords. The donatists called Augustine not the

christian but the logician, because he argued
from consequences in disputing with them. And
so now-a-days in the controversy about infant

baptism they require plain Scripture for it : we
prove it l)y consequence that they are in cove-

nant, and therefore they have a right to the seal

of the covenant ; they are disciples members of

the church, and therefore have a right to the

privileges of the church, and so for the sabbath."
" We must not instruct God how to set down

his mind. The jews say if Christ had been the

true Messiah he would haA^e come in such a way
as all his countrymen might have known him

;

so wiU men say, had this been the mind of God,
it would have been more plainly and expressly

revealed in Scripture. Thus wiU foolish men
give laws to God. If a doctrine can be deduced
from Scripture, it is as much as if it were in

-express words of Scripture." Manton's Ser-
mon on Heb. xi. 14— 16.

But we have, perhaps, «aid enough on this
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point; and, undoubtedly, that which has been
said is sufficient for christians in general, as it

clearly shows how the principle on which the

baptists rely in their unyielding demands for im-
mersion, is neither sound nor reasonable. But
it may be well for the reader's satisfaction to go
farther, and to state the principal passages upon
which the baptist grounds his assurance, that

baptism ought to be by dipping or immersion
alone.

Arguments It is said that John was baptizing in
adduced by Enon because there was much water

fatisr ^^^^^' ^^^^^ ^'^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ *^^^

from water ? Was it only to dip, to bap-

Scripture the ? So it is often thought, and often

for the we- stated : but he who is better informed
cessity of about the country of Judaea, knows

Enon ^^^^ ^^ ^^ both hot and dry, and that it

John iii, was always very important, that when
23. crowds came together, they should

have plenty of water for their cattle and beasts

of burden. Moreover, Enon was one of the

fords which the people crossed in going up to

the Passover, and John made choice of it most
probably in order to meet the greater number of

people. It is not meant to be asserted that

John the Baptist had no reference to baptizing,

when he chose the fords of Enon, but that it is

most probable that one principal reason was,
that the cattle might be refreshed while the peo-
ple were listening to his preaching.

Again, it is said, they "were baptized in

Jordan.". Now^ suppose they stood ancle-deep
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in the water, and that the water was poured
over their heads while they were thus standing,

would they not have been baptized in Jordan ?

And this is, perhaps, the way in w^hich baptism
was generally administered.

Math. iii. But it is objected that the Scripture
^^'

tells us " Jesus went up out of the

water,'^—Matth. iii. 16. Now, any one who
understands Greek, knows that this might be
translated " went up /rom the water .^^ Suppose
I w^ere to tell a person to come up from the

pond or the river, no one would think that he
was in the water, but only by the water side, so

that w'hen it is said ^^ Jesus went up from the

water,^' it may mean only from the water side.

Acts viii. Again, Acts viii. 38, 39, it is said,
38-39. that Philip and the Eunuch went
into the ivater, (v. 38), and that " they came up
out of the waterr Here again we may observe,

that the words might just as well be translated,
'' they went down to the water, '^ and not into

the water, and " they came up/rom the w^ater,''

and not '^ out of the water." These are the

passages on which the baptists build so much,
and it is evident that when examined they give

him very httle, if any, support at all. It may
be observed, in addition, that w'e should gather

from the expression, (Mark iii. v. i.) " He sat in

the sea," that Jesus actually was in the water,

did not the context correct this. But it may
be asked, may not the same figure be used in

the passages relating to baptism r
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Supported Since writing this, I have consulted a
hy the cor- ygj-y eminent Greek scholar, formerly

\nq oflthe
I^^gi^^ Professor of Greek in the

original. University of Cambridge, on the

passages to which I have alluded. I

cannot forbear giving in his own very clear lan-

guage his judgment on these passages. Acts
viii. 38, 39, " Kark^^aav dg to vdiop. I Say, fear-

lessly, ought to be rendered " went down to

the water," and not into the water. The
word KaTef37i(Tav implies, that they were travel-

ling upon higher ground, and if it was intended
that they went no further than the brink of

the water, yet still the expression must have been

exactly what it is. Suppose that they had gone
down to a city or a house, the expression

would be, " Kark^riaav t'lQ rrfv ttoXiv." OT '' iig ttjv

aiKiav" though they had not entered into either.

In fact, had it been intended that they went into

the water we should have had ^^ sKrelSTjaav eig to

vdiop" as in the next chapter, v. 6, '^ liffrjXee elg

Ttjv TToXiv." Upon the second point, I will not
speak so confidently; but I have a strong im-
pression that U and cnrb might be used here

convertibly. Of the third passage, '^ ('nrb rev

vduTog/^ there can be no doubt whatever that it

implies only that they ascended from the

hollow, through which the river ran.

Passagesin \ would here propose to the reader
which the g^veral tests, in which the word bap-

lize cannot *^^^^ cannot mean dip, and on the con-

mean im- trary, must mean sprinkle. We are

mersim. told, Acts ii, 41, that ^^they that gladly
Acts 11, 4 1

. received the word were baptized, and
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the same day there were added tmto them three

thousand souls." It may well be asked how it

was possible to dip all these people at one time.

It must be borne in mind that the apostles were
poor men, in a small upper chamber in the heart

of a city. Under these circumstances it seems
next to impossible that they could dip all these

three thousand ?

Matt, iii. Again, Matt, iii, 11, John prophesied
^^' that Christ should baptize 'Svith the

Holy Ghost, and with fire." This prophecy
was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost, and in

reference to it we may ask the baptist again,

whether the apostles were dipped in the Holy
Ghost or dipped in fire : or w^hether the Holy
Ghost and the fiery tongues did not rather come
down upon them like dew or a shower ?

Ads viii. Again, when the Eunuch was baptized
^^- by Philip, Acts viii, 37^ 38, it seems

very unreasonable to suppose that he would
descend into the water and dip himself and his

clothes, and then pursue his journey, (as he did

at once), without any change.
Marli Again, Mark vii, 4. The washing
^^' '*• (baptism) of tables is mentioned. Can
the baptist say that the tables were put into

the water, or is it not reasonable to suppose

that water was poured on them ?

Luke xi. Again, Luke xi. 38, it is said,—The
'^^' Pharisee marvelled that he (our blessed

Xord), had not first washed before dinner. The
word washed is Htterally baptized. Now it was
the custom for guests to wash their hands before

dinner, but not to dip themselves or bathe. It
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is evident, therefore, that the word baptize

means here simply to wash.
1 Cor. Again, St. Paul tells the Jews (1 Cor.

^- ^- X. 2.) that all their fathers were bap-

tized in the cloud and in the sea. The apostle

alludes to the pillar of the cloud that followed

them, sometimes hanging over them, and the

red sea through which they passed. Now is

there any thing like dipping here ? and yet the

word baptism is used, and it describes the

sprinkling of the children of Israel with the dew
of the cloud which was above them, and the

moisture and spray of the waves through which
they passed, and which stood by their sides

like walls, but in which they were not dipped at-

all. So that it is evident that in these passages

to baptize must mean to sprinkle.

Ezek. Again, see Ezek. xxxvi. 25— "Then
xxxvi. 25.

^jj]^ J sprinkle clean water upon you,

and ye shall be clean : from all your iilthiness,

and from all your idols will I cleanse you.^^

Here the very word, Rprinkle, to which the bap-
tists so object, is used by Jehovah himself in

a passage most evidently prophetical of christian

baptism.
Answer to It is sometimes said that such passages

arguments
^^ q^^^ --^

j2, can only be interpreted

from some ^^^ ^^^ supposition that baptism is by
other pas- immersion. The words are these

—

sages. '^ Buried with Him in baptism, wherein
Col. 11. 12. alao ye are risen with Him through

faith of the operation of God, who hath raised

Hini from the dead." Now it is said that christ-

ians are here described as buried with Christ in
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baptism, and it is asked how this can be, unless

they go down beneath the surface of the waters

just as a body is laid in the grave beneath the

surface of the ground. In reply it should be said

that, undoubtedly, the baptizing by immersion
seems to give a peculiar significancy to the ex-

pressions here used, but it is, at the same time,

to be recollected that the sentence is pregnant
with meaning, and that the figure is quite satisfied

in ivhatever ivay we suppose baptism to be admi-
nistered. For the fact or doctrine intended to be
represented here is spiritual death and spiritual

regeneration ; in other words, a death unto sin

and a new birth unto righteousness. And the

question is this—Is the figure borrowed from
the death and resurrection of Christ, or from the

immersion and emer^sion of a person in baptism ?

Now another passage will show us which is the
Rom. vi. most correct—(Rom. vi. 3, 4.) " Know
^' '^' ye not that so many of us as were bap-

tized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into His
death ? Therefore we are buried with Him by
baptism into death : that like as Christ ivas raised

upfrom the dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in ne^Tiess of life. For if

wehave been planted together in the likeness of
his death, we shall be also in the hkeness of his

resurrection." Here we see that the figure all

through is not baptism, or any peculiar mode of
its administration, but the death, burial, and re-

surrection of Christ. We are baptized into His
death, that hke as his body was buried, so our
^^ old man '' should be buried, and like as his

body was raised from, the dead so should we
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rise from the death of sin, and walk in the new-
ness of holy life. Baptism is the sign, seal, and
gate of our entrance into this state. The
language might be just the same if we were to

put circumcision instead of baptism. I mean
that it is not at all necessary to the understand-

ing of the passage that we should be introduced

into the covenant by a rite like baptism by im-
mersion. Whatever the rite may be, the figure

and its significant meaning is the same, i.e. the

death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord.

And this we may easily see by putting the word
circumcision instead of the word baptism, e.g.^

'' As many of us as were circumcised into Jesus

Christ were circumcised into His death. There-

fore we are buried with Him by circumcision

unto death, &c. The meaning would be just as

complete and the language just as correct in this

case as it is in the passage in question. It

seems quite clear from these considerations that

it is by no means necessary to the understand-

ing of the passage referred to in the epistle to

the Colossians, that baptism should represent

by any outward emblem, such as descent into

w^ater and rising from it, the burial of the soul

with Christ and its resurrection with him. The
death of Christ and his burial is the figure, and
the death of the carnal principle or the " old

man '^
is the thing figured.

Practice It is not intended to be denied that
of the early immersion was the ordinary practice

of the early church : but it is equally

certain that the apostle did not teach, either

orally or by their writings, that it was essential
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to the validity of the rite. This is well remarked
by a writer in the Christian Observer^ 1839,
*' When Basilides as Eusebius relates, was bap-
tized by his brethren in a prison, we cannot
suppose that either a bath was allowed by his

jailors, or that the church considered that the

office would be useless without it. St. Law-
rence is related to have baptized a soldier from
a pitcher of water, and St. Cyprian admitted
the validity of clinical aspersion to sick persons.

In warm climates, where bathing was a constant
Generally habit, immersion was, doubtless, gene-

hy iramer- p^lly practised ; but the other method

frequentlu
^^'^^ ^^^ accounted invalid, nor is there

otherwise, anything in Scripture to prove it so.

Practice We ought, however, to add, that aiFu-

Ch h f
^^*^" ^^ sprinkling was not much used

England, ^^ England till the reign of Queen
altered in Elizabetli, when it was practised and
the reign of encouraged by the English exiles re-
Elizabeth, turning from the continent, who, says

Wheathy, "thought they could not do the church
of England a greater piece of service than to in-

troduce a practice dictated by so great an oracle

as Calvin.'' Hitherto there had been no sanction

to the practice, except in case of the child being

weak. In the Catechism, as issued at the

accession of James I., we read, "Water, where-
in the person baptized is dipped, or sprinkled

with it,'' but this might be meant only to relieve

scruples where the latter was necessary, not to

recommend it. But the Directory, issued by the

Parliament upon the subversion of episcopacy,

declared it " not only lawful, but sufficient and
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most expedient that children should be baptized

by pouring or sprinkling water on the face ;"

and to prevent immersion, it was expressly pro-

vided, that baptism should not be administered
" in the places where fonts, in the time of

popery, were unfitly and superstitiously placed/'

Popery, we must suppose, in this document was
intended to include the Church of England;

but it is somewhat remarkable, that popery,

which was made the bugbear for the occasion,

had been the chief promoter of affusion or

sprinkling, before the time of Calvin ; for the

Greek, and we believe all the oriental churches_,

used immersion. At the restoration our present

rubric was introduced : adhering to the ordinary

primitive usage, if the child is certified able to

bear it ; but allowing affusion to prevent danger.

Conclusion We may, therefore, safely, and with-
from the q^^ fg^r of contradiction, conclude,
foregoing,

^j^^^ immersion or dipping is by no
means necessary to the valid administration of

baptism, that the use of water is the main and
only thing required, as it respects the material

and emblematic part of the sacrament, and that

if water is applied, whether b}^ effusion, sprink-

ling, or immersion, and at the same time the

proper words are used, and this too, by those

who are authorised to administer the rite, then

the administration is good, in other words, the

subject, be he infant or adult, is baptized.



CHAP. II.

THE TIME OF BAPTISM.

For the unbelieving Husband is sanctified by the wife^

and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband : else

were your children unclean; but now are they holy.— 1 Cor.

vii, 14.

" Since Lord to thee,

A narrow way and little gate

Is all the passage ; on my infancy,

Thou didst lay hold and antedate

Thy faith in me.

Oh ! let me still

Write thee Great God, and me a child,

Let me be soft and supple to thy will,

Small to myself, to others mild,

Be hither ill."

" Geo. Herbert." H. Baptism.

Two main Having thus considered the proper
arguments

Yiiocle of bap' ism^ we will now consider

tists^

^^
' ^^ proper time. The baptists assert,

that no one ought to be baptized until

he comes to years of discretion. And they brings

forward two main arguments to prove this. 1st,

because no one ought to be baptized who has not

repentance and faith : and in addition, because

no child can, so they say, enter into covenant

with God ; and 2ndly, because there is no in-
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stance in Scripture of an infant being baptized,

or of an express command to baptize them.
1. Repent- In regard to the first there is but ht-
mce and ^q difference between the church and

eded
^^^ baptists : while they say, on their

part^ that no one ought to be baptized

who has not repentance and faith, and therefore

no one ought to be baptized, who is not of such

an age as to be able to repent and believe. The
church holds on her part that no one who has

come to years of discretion, if he has never re-

ceived baptism before, ought to be baptized,

nnless he repent and believe. This w^e have
In what examples for. When the chamberlain

way the ^f Candace asked Philip, whether he

Trefs to
niig^t be baptized, he said, '' If thou

this. helievest, thou mayest.'' Before Simon
was baptized, it is said, that '^ he be-

lieved,^' Acts viii. 13. So it is said of the other

people of Samaria, " ivhen they believed, they

were baptized,^' Acts viii. 13. From these and
As to from other instances and expressions in

Adults. Scripture, we learn, that before a

grown-up person is admitted to baptism, it must
be ascertained by the minister that he believes.

I use the word " ascertain,^' not as if it were
possible in all cases to find out for certain

whether a person believes ; for we know that

even after Philip had baptized Simon Magus,
the Apostle Peter told him that he had neither

part nor lot in the matter. And we may, per-

haps, suppose the same to have been the case

with Ananias and Sapphira (Acts v.) and with

Demas, and with some of the disorderly persons
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mentioned in 1st Cor.^ and with the carnal

teachers mentioned in Phil. iii. 18 ; and with

the Judaising teachers in Gal. v. 2. It appears

however, from all this, that if a grown-up per-

son, who, living in a christian country, had
from some accident or neglect, never received

baptism ; or if a grown-up heathen ha\'ing

heard the preaching of tlie gospel should profess

his belief on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,

and if there should i)e no reason to doubt his

sincerity, the Apostles would have baptized

such a person, and we, therefore, ought to do
the same. And this is evidently all that we
can legitimately deduce from these examples.

They will not carry us a step farther. They
will by no means warrant the conclusion of the
2. Js to ba])tist, which has been mentioned

wfants. above, viz. that adults are the only

proper su1)jeci:s for baptism, on the ground that

they only can repent and believe. It is extremely
important to remember this; for it is the mis-

apprehension of this argument that is the foun-

dation of the baptist errors. And it is by
placing these examples strongly before the

minds of those that are not well informed, and
studiously keeping all others in the back ground,
that they contrive to increase their numbers.
The objec- We never should forget that it ought
iion that

^^ y^^ ^.^^y on grounds indubitably

^cannot en-
strong and quite irrefragable that the

fer into Christian church should act in taking

covenant, so fearful a step as that of the exclu-
considered. ^[q^ of all the infants of Christendom
from the blessings and benefits of baptism.

c



18 THE TIME OF BAPTISM.

Such an exclusion, as will be shown hereafter,

ought to rest on nothing less certain than a
positive command.
Deut.xxh. But in addition to this the baptists

l^~^'^- also assert that no infant can enter

•^ q into covenant with God, and that.Ma. O. If ' n 1 1

therefore, no mfant ought to be

baptized. The answer to this is clear, and
it is as follows

—

If infants ever have entered

into covenant, infants may do so again. There

is no absolute impossibility in the case. But
we know that they were admitted into cove-

nant by circumcision, generation after gene-

ration, for many hundred years, by God^s
own express command ; we have, moreover,
(Deut. xxix. 10— 12,) an instance of the ad-

mission, at one and the same time, of the

whole nation of Jewish infants, together with

their parents into covenant.—" Ye stand this

day all of you before the Lord your God, your
little ones, your wives, and the stranger tliat is

within thy gates, &c., that thou shouldest eiiter

into covenant with the Lord tliy God, and into

his oath which the Lord tliy God maketh with

thee this day. That he may establish thee to

day for a people unto himself^ &c. And then
further on, as if the words were not comprehen-
sive enough, and might not include those that

came after, he adds, v. 15, that the covenant is

also " with him that is not here this day, that

is, unborn children ; for " all Israel,'^ v. 2, (viz,

all the Jews that were alive,) were with him that

day. And this is not the only covenant of which
the same may be said, for (see v. 1.) he alludes
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to another covenant made with them in Horeb

;

and both these covenants are spoken of in the

same way as made with the children of Israel,

Deut. xxiv. 6, and Ex. xix. 3). And although

the little ones are only mentioned expressly in

the second, yet there can be no doubt at all that

they were included in the first.

The conclusion then is not to be denied that

little infants can enter into covenant with God

;

for the very sufficient reason that God has

actually permitted and enjoined their doing so.

Second oh- In answer to the second objection, viz.
jectionthat ^[^^^ there is no instance in Scripture

Hsm^is not
^^ ^^^ baptism of an infant, there are

mentioned ^OMT things to be said.

in Scrip- 1st. It is not to be expected that
ture, met there should be mention made of in-

ztayr"^
'^^^^ being baptized.

2nd. There is mention of whole houses be-

ing baptized, which must almost undoubtedly
have included infants.

3rd. Baptism is the seal of the same cove-

nant as circumcision, and as Jewish infants had
a right to circumcision^ christian infants have a

right to baptism.

4th. If infants were not to be baptized, we
should have been expressly commanded not to

baptize them.

If infants are not rightful claimants of bap-
tism on earth, how can they be received invo

heaven if they die in their infaucv ?

c 2
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First ef~ 1st. It is not to ])e expected that the
forts of baptism of infants should be men-

rected to ^^^ must remember that the preach-

adnlfs. ing of Christ was the preaching of a

new dispensation; and it is impossible that any
but those who were grown up could listen to

this preaching, or be convinced by it, and ])e

converted. Now the Gospel history only gives

an account of those who were converted to the

faith of Jesus Christ, just in the same way as

the early reports of the missionaries for the

most part only mention the conversion of those

who can understand the missionaries' preaching.

But suppose a missionary of the church of

England were to write home to the society that

he had received into the chvirchj by baptism,

four or five grown up people, should we think

that he had become a baptist, and that he did

not mean to admit their infants? By no means.
No one mentions that which takes place as a

matter of course. It follows, therefore, that as

we should not conclude that the missionaries do
not baptize infants because tliey may not men-
tion them by name, so, likewise, we should not

conclude that the sacred writers did not baptize

infants because they do not mention them by
name.
WkoU'fa- 2nd. There is mention made of whole
miliesbap. households that were baptized. In

Acts xvi. 15, we are told th;it Lydia
and her household were baptized ; and in v. SS,

that the jailor and all his ; and again in 1 Cor.

i. 1 6. 8t. Paul tells us that he baptized the house-
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hold of Stephanas : and from these instances

which are mentioned we may reasonably con-

clude that many more ivhole households where
baptized. Take for instance that which is men-
tioned, Acts ix., 35, " All that dwelt at Lydda
and Saron saw him (Peter) and turned to the

Lord/' Would not Peter do, on this mighty
conversion, as Paul had done ? Would he not
baptize all the households ? or were the poor
infants to be left in heathenism or in Judaism,
while the grown up persons only were taken

into the new covenant ?

Baptism 3rd. Baptism is the seal of the same
replaces^ covenant as circumcision ; and as

sion
' ' Jewish infants had a right to the privi-

lege of circumcision, so also the in-

fants of Christian parents have an equal right to

the privilege of baptism.

Baptism in the Christian dispensation takes

place of circumcision in the Jewish* dispen-

sation.

It is a very remarkable thing that as there

were two sacraments in the old dispensation, so

there are two in the new. The sacraments in

the old dispensation were circumcision and the

passover. Those in the new are baptism and
the Lord's supper. Circumcision was the sa-

crament of admission into the Jewdsh church
—baptism is the sacrament of admission into

the Christian church.

Circumcision was an outward emblem of an
inward grace : it was meant to figure forth or

* By Jewish we do not mean Mosaic.
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show that just as the body or flesh, which is im-

pure, was cut, so the impure body of sin in the

heart was to be cut off and mortified. In the

same way baptism is an outward emblem of an
inward grace, and it figures this general truth,

that just as the body is made clean by the wash-

ing of water, so it is grace that makes clean and
purifies the soul.

Circum- But the baptists object that circumci-
cision ims gj^^^ ^^g ^^ carnal ordinance, and only
"^. "., ^" suited to the carnal dispensation of
sate TtZQf -»«" !!• ir
hut part of Moses, and that it cannot, theretore,

the Ahra^ be used to help us in the interpreta-
hamic co- tion of ])aptism, w^hich is the spiritual

'^^^/^f 11
ordinance of a spiritual dispensation,

genera- Now here lies their grand mistake.

tions of the Let the reader look at Gen. xvii. 7^

faithful. and he will there see that circumcision

has nothing whatever to do with the cumbrous
dispensation of Moses, but that it is in truth

and in deed an ordinance of faith and a seal of

the covenant of faith—" I will establish my
covenant between me and thee, and thy seed

after thee, in their generations, for an everlast-

ing covenant ; to be a God unto thee, and to

thy seed after thee." Again v431—" He that

is born in thy house, and he that is bought with

thy money, must needs be circumcised: and
my covenant shall be in your flesh for an ever-

lasting covenant. And the uncircumcised man-
child, whose flesh of his foreskin is not circum-

cised, that soul shall be cut offfrom Israel : he
hath broken my covenant.^^ These are some of
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the words spoken to Abraham when God made
his covenant with him.

It is like Now this covenant is in all respects
the Christ-

^^iq same as the Christian covenant. It

nant—a ^^ ^^^ covenant of faith, and so is the

covenant of Christian covenant also the covenant
faith. Gal. of faith. This is not merely what the
111. 7, &c. writer says, but it is the saying of St.

Paul himself. These are his words, Gal. iii. 7«

"Know ye therefore, that they which are of faith,

the same are the children oi Abraham. And the

Scripture foreseeing that God would justify the

heathen through faith, preached before (i.e.

beforehand) the gospel unto Abraham, saying,
^ In thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed.^ " And again Christ hath redeemed
us from the curse of the law, being made a curse

for us, that the blessing of x\braham might
And come on the Gentiles through faitfu

Christians j^ ^g j^^j.^ ^^ l3g specially noted, that
still enjoy . ^ 1.1 * 7 ? • ^
its hies-

"^'^ ^^^ ^^^^' ^iijoyii^g the blessing of

sings. Gal. Abraham ; for the apostle says that the

iii. 17. blessing of Abraham was to come on
the Gentiles. The law—the hard law of Moses
came between Abraham and Christ; but the

apostle tells us. Gal. iii. 1 "], that this law could

not disannul or make void the covenant of

Abraham ; which he emphatically calls the cove-

nant " confirmed in Christ" Hence we see

that we are under the covenant of Abraham,
because the Christian covenant is only the con-

firmation and expansion of the Abrahamic
covenant
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Now we know that under Abraliam's dispen-

sation every man-child was to be circumcised at

eight days old. The question arises then why
is not every child to be baptized under the

Christian covenant. No baptist can give a good
answer to this. For in the first place he cannot
deny that the covenants are the same, for both
are the covenants of faith. In the passage

quoted above we see that St. Paul says that the

gospel was preached to Abraliam, Gal. iii. 8.,

therefore the covenant of Abraham is the gospel

covenant. If then the covenant of Abraham
was the gospel covenant, and the covenant of

Christ is the gospel covenant, why, we may well

ask, should infants be admitted into this cove-

nant under Abraham, but be excluded under
the Lord Jesus Christ ?

Again we are told in Gen. xvii., that the

covenant which God made with Abraham was
an everlasting covenant. But that which is

everlasting cannot be done away, so that by this

expression we see that the covenant of Abraham
must be now existing, that is, it is the covenant
of faith, or in other words, it is the covenant of

the gospel which we enjoy. But if this be the

case children must be admitted into it; for in

the same place it is called " an everlasting cove-

nant to be a God unto thee and to thy seed after
theeJ" And immediately afterwards Abraham is

commanded to circumcise children; and the

command is so strong that it is also added that

an uncircumcised child should be cut off from
Israel (.though he was a little babe, and quite
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unconscious of whcit v>as done), because not to

be circumcised was to break God^s covenant.*
Christians Now if the dogmas of the baptists be

Tvi^*^
true (that is) if ch.ldren were only to

^JI'lHJ be admitted into the covenant beforeAbraham. . r ^ i • • i i i

the commg of Christy it surely would
have been expressly told us. But instead of this,

St. Paul tells us tliat we are all t/ie chUdren of
Abraham by being Christians. But if we are

all the children of Abraham, our little ones are

the children of Abraham too; for we are told

that the promise and the covenant are to Abra-
ham and to his seed after him ; and St. Peter

(Acts ii. 39), in his sermon at Pentecost, tells us

who are Gentiles quite as clearly as he told those

who were Jews, that '^ the promise is to us and
to our children .^^ And as all the childrenf of

* It seems by this as if God took special care that pa-
rents should not be so regardless of their children's welfare,

or so misinterpret His covenant as to exclude their little

ones from it. It has always been the tendency of the proud
reason of man to disbelieve, and so to slight and despise

mysteries. Most certainly circumcision was a mysterious
ordinance. The Jew might have reasoned that Abraham
had faith before he was circumcised ; and might have asked
of what use, therefore it could be to is circumcise infants

before they could possibly have faith exactly as the baptists

reason and question now. God cut short such reasoning, by
commanding circumcisionon pain of beingcut oflffrom Israel.

The commands to baptize are so strong and its adminis-

tration, is so strongly guarded John iii. 5, that it was a point

constantly mooted in the early church whether an infant

unbaptized could possibly be saved. The great Augusten,

at one 1 ime, decided that it could not ; though subsequent

reflection led him to a different and a wiser conclusion.

•^ Although males only could be circumcised, yet females

were also in the covenant, deriving as it were the blessing
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Abraham had a riL;ht to be admitted into cove-

nant with God, what reasonable grounds can be
given why our Httle ones, who are also children

of Abraham, (as shewn above) should not be
admitted too ?

The com- But then, fourthly, tlie baptist says
mand to

^\^^^ there is no express command to
circumcise i , • ' c i. t i ^ j.i

•

is trans-
baptize miants. In reply to this we

ferred to would say, first, that instead of being
baptism, bound to shew the baptist an express
andfe- command to baptize infants, the bap-

td^d^
tist is bound to shew us an express

in that command not to baptize them. (The

commatid. reader will find this demonstrated in a

subsequent page. Before entering, however, on
this, wewould give a reply to the objection as here

made, shewing also some of the strong general

grounds which there are for baptizing infants, as

well as the great blessing connected with the

ordinance.

Now it has been proved above that the com-
mand to Abraham to admit all children into the

covenant, applies to the children of Christians

;

and therefore we answer that we have an express

command to admit children into the covenant

;

and as the form, and only theform of admission
is now changed, and is by baptism instead of

circumcision, we have in truth a command de-

livered as far back as the time of Abraham to

baptize every young child.

But we have also Chrisfs ivords and Chrisfs

through the males, according to the principle which the

apostle stsites " the head of the woman is the man, and
the head of the man is Christ."
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action. When owr Lord gave the c<7!nmission to

the apostles it was in these words^ '• Go ye and
make disciples'^ of all nations, baptizing them in

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghost. He that beheveth and is bap-

tized shall be saved ; he that believeth not shall

be damned." Now here it is evident that the

disciples were to go and preach the gospel. They
that heard them were to believe, and when they

believed they were to be baptized. But then

it is said they were to make disciples of all

nations, that is of all nations and of all the

people in them. How then could this be un-
less the children were baptized into the faith as

well as their believing parents ? and this inter-

pretation is confirmed by referring to the latter

part of the verse—" He that believeth not shall

be damned." Now we know that the infants

could not believe, is it, therefore, to be taken

for granted, that the infants were to be all

damned ? We do not suppose that even bap-
tists generally would hold this, although it is

to be feared that it is maintained by many of

them. And it is most evident that if the re-

* " Make disciples of*'—this is the true meaning of

the word which is rendered " teach " in the New Testa-

ment. Justin Martyr uses the very word, which is here

translated teach, almost as a synonorae for baptizing. His
words are these—" several among us of sixty and seventy

years old of both sexes who were made disciples of to Christ

from our childhood, {pi fc tujv iraicojv ffia9r]Ttv Qi]<jav t(^

XpiTci)). This can only be understood by the fact that the

way in which persons were made disciples was by bap-
tism—for infants could not be made disciples by repent-

ance and faith."
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stricted view of the general baptist be the right

view, fi.e.J if it l)e true, verbatim et litteratim,

that only a l^eheviiig person is to be l)aptized,

and not his children also, all means of admission

to the covenant of God's grace on earth, as well

as all riyht to such admission, is denied them,
and it is^ therefore, an impossil^ihty that on any
correct and consistent view of the scheme of sal-

vation through the covenant of grace, they can

be otherwise than lost. For if, according to the

Lord's words, " he that believeth not is to be
damned/' and if according to the baptist's view,

no one is to be baptized that does not believe, it

follows immediately and necessarily that an un-
baptized person is in the same predicament as

an unbeliever, and therefore must be subject to

the same awful sentence of damnation: and
hence that infants dying unbaptized, and that

not from accident, so to speak, but from their

absolute unfitness for the ordinance, must,
according to the scheme of the baptists, be inevit-

ably lost.

And this is further evident from a consider-

ation of the meaning of the covenant of grace.

For the covenant of grace is the covenant of free

pardon and mercy. It is of gift, not of debt.

It is vouchsafed to a penitent believer, not be-

cause he repents and believes, but to give him
repentance and remission, and the aid of the

Holy Spirit, to help him to believe. Why then,

it may be asked, is it to be free to the man but

restricted to the child? or if restricted to the

child on. this side the grave, how can we expect

that it will be expanded and embrace his case
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on the other side? If he remain a child of

Adam and of death on earth, and if we believe

that there is no purgatory, but that death sets

the final seal on the state of the soul, which so

lies as it falls, how can he be a child of Christ

and of life in heaven ? or how, in other words,

can the little infant be a child of glory in heaven
without being first a child of grace on earth ?

Our Lord's Again, our blessed Lord when on
ow7i con- earth took up little children in his

;'V'' arms, and blessed them. See the

beautiial account oi this m bt. Mark
X. 13—16. Now why was this done ? It may,
with great reason, be answered that it was done
in order to guard against such errors as the

baptists hold. For mark what wliere the

thoughts of the disciples. They blamed those

that brought the children to Christ. Why? be-

cause they thought, as the baptists also think,

that the children not having reason, could re-

ceive no good from Ilim. But what said Jesus?

Hear His blessed vrords, as recorded by St.

Mark,— '• When Jesus saw it," that is, when he
saw the disciples preventing the little children

from coming to Him, '• He was much displeased,

and said unto them, sutler the little children to

come unto me, and forbid them not, for of such
is the kingdom of God." Such are His own
words, and He goes further, telling them not
only that httle children could receive the king-

dom of God, that is gospel grace—but that they

received it better than any other, and that they
are an example in their simplicity and docility

of the wav in which it should be received : for
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" whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of

heaven as a little child he shall not enter therein."
Mysteries Now the baptists may say that this is

must not be ^j^u, ^ figure of speech, for this is the
explained r f\ i i

mvav as ^^^ ^* those persons who deny mys-

figurative. 'teries. They tell you that all that

cannot be comprehended by their reason is

figurative, and that a little child is only a figure

of teachableness. But certainly this was not
the thought of our Lord ; He commanded them
to be brought to him to receive a real blessing,

for ivhen He blessed them they must have been

blessed indeed. And so sacred history tells us
that some of them became martyrs ; and whether
this be true or not any believing parent can
easily imagine the feelings of awe with which
the parents of these little ones would receive

them back from those everlasting arms, and the

hope, nay, the certainty of godly success with

which they would be likely to bring them up.

This passage then shows most convincingly

that infants can receive a spiritual blessing and
arc therefore the proper subjects for baptism,

which is the seal and entrance to the covenant
of grace.

And we have thus shewn in four different

ways, the utter weakness of the arguments made
use of by the baptists against infant baptism,

the identity of the Abrahamic and Christian

covenants, and the command totidem verbis as

well as the command by implication to baptize

infants.



CHAP. III.

THE NATURE AND EFFECTS OF BAPTISM.

" Go ye and make disciples of all nations, (by) haptizing
them in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost."—Ma.tt. xxviii. 19.

" If ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heira

according to the promise."— Gal. iii. 29.

As he that sees a dark and shady grove

Stays not but looks beyond it on the sky
;

So when I view my sins mine eyes remove
More backward still, and to that water fly.

Which is above the heavens, whose spring- and vent

Is in my dear Redeemer's pierced side.

Geo. Hekbert. " The Church."

Baptism We have thus considered, in the
the seal of gj,g^ place, the proper mode of bap-

nant Re- sizing, and have shewn that the method
mission of of the Enghsh church is strictly right;

sins. The and we have also considered, in the
influence of second place, the proper time at Avhich

^!j ,°^ baptism should be administered, and
Ghost. , ^ , , ,. , ^ .

nave shewn, as we believe, to the satis-

faction of every candid mind, that there is not
a doubt but that infancy is that time, and that

infants, therefore, are rightful subjects of this

sacred and blessed ordinance. A question of

not less importance than either of the foregoing

here presents itself, and it relates to the nature
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of the blessing which baptism coiweys. In
respect to this it may be said, \^'ithout fear of

controversy, that baptism is God's covenant seal;

it is as it were the perfecting of the title deeds of
the neiv covenant, and the delivery of them to the

baptized. But the blessings of the new cove-

nant are the remission of sins, and the influence

of the Holy Ghost ; these then are the blessings

sealed to the child in baptism. And this may
be illustrated in several ways

—

I.— And first, in regard to the remission of

sins, we read in Mark x. that little children

were blessed by Jesus Christ.

But no unpardoned child of Adam can receive

a blessing from God, for while he is in the guilt

of original sin, he is an alien, an outcast, a rebel,

and subject only to unmitigated wrath and the

curse. Therefore when Jesus blessed these

little children, the original sin of Adam must
have been cancelled, either at that time or pre-

viously—that is, by his blessing or by circum-

cision. Now that it was by circumcision, is

evident from the following consideration :

II.—The children of the Jews were by the

rite of circumcision put into covenant with God.
But how could guilty children, children with the

guilt of Adam upon them, be covenant children ?

Any one who understands any thing of the

gospel as preached to the Isr elites in old time,

(as St. Paul tells us it was preached to them,
Hcb. iv. ii., as well as to the Gentiles afterwards)

nmst see that this could not be. Hence it is

evident that since circumcision was the seal of
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admission to the covenant, it was the seal of the
doing away of original sin.

III.—But the seal of baptism in the new
dispensation is only the new and altered seal of

circumcision in the old. Both are admission
seals, the emblems cut upon them are different,

the motto or meaning is the same. The em-
blem in the one case is the cutting of the flesh

because of the defilement of the flesh : the
emblem in the other, that is, in baptism is the
washing of the flesh, because of the same defile-

ment of the flesh.

Those still Hence, as no one can be in covenant

"lilfcan'
with God who is in the guilt of Adam's

not hTin transgression, and as the Israelites

covenant were put into covenant with God by
with God. circumcision, (the circumcision show-
ing thus by an outward seal the doing away
of inherited guilt by the transmission of in-

herited blessing,) so does baptism by a similar

seal of admission to the covenant, outwardly

and visibly declare the child baptized, to be
freed from the guilt of original sin.

Children IV.—Again, the seed of christians is

of Christ- called holy, 1 Cor. vii. 14. '' For the
lans 10 y. unbelieving husband is sanctified by
the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified

by the husband, else were your children unclean,

but now are they holy." Here we see most
plainly that the children of christians, even if

only 07ie parent is a christian, are holy. But
they cannot be holy, God cannot look upon
them as holy, if the guilt of sin be upon them.*

* It has been much discussed, whether tbs word trans*
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Now it is because they are a holy seed that

they have a right to baptism. Hence baptism
is a seal of the admisssion to the covenant, but

lated " holy," signifies that kind of holiness given by bap-
tism, or that kind which comes from christian descent.

Either signification equally suits our view. If the child

was called holy, or 'aywg by descent, he had from this

very circumstance, aright to baptism ; if he were called

holy because he had been baptized, this very term shows
the right of children to this sacred ordinance to be recog-

nized by the apostle Paul. It seems strange that no text

however simple or however plain can escape cavil and dis-

pute. The baptists sometimes even dispute this, and say
that if the child is holy, and so has a right to baptism, so

also is the unbelieving husband or wife, and that such an
unbelieving adult has the same right to be baptized as the

passive and unoffending child. This argument bears folly

on the face of it. There is no impediment to baptism but
unbelief of the will and of the heart. This impediment the

adult presents, and so opposes the grace of God. Not so
the child, which for its mother's or its father's sake, but more
than all for Jesus* sake, is received into the covenant of

grace and free mercy, for the very reason that its little

heart has not yet acquired the power of deliberate resist-

ance and opposition. Besides what is the apostle arguing

for ? Is it not that the grace of God in one of the parents

more than neutralizes the worldly and polluting effect of

unbelief in the other, and that in eoiiseoueace that kind of

ceremonial and hereditary sanctification which the Jewish
child had under the law is enjoyed by the Christian child

under the gospel. And if this be the ca>e the conclusion

is evident and immediate that the child has a right to ad-

mission to the covenant, and therefore to baptism, which
is the seal of the covenant.

It is sometimes added, in order to give force to the ob-
jection, that it is impossible to suppose that the same word,
sanctify, is used in two different senses in the same passage.

In answer to this we have only to refer to John xvii. 19.
*' And for their sakes I sanctify (set apart) myself, that

they also might be swictified (raade holy) through the
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as stated above, one blessing of the covenant is

the pardon of original sin, therefore baptism is

the seal of the pardon of original sin.

Such are the considerations which both il-

lustrate and prove demonstrably the truth that

one of the blessings sealed in baptism is the

pardon of original sin. The great proof, un-
doubtedly, is that last mentioned, that it is the

new covenant admission seal, and as such 7nust

ratify this blessing ; but the considerations en-

tered into above show how this truth is de-

ducible from other sources, and capable of great

additional confirmation..

The same That which has been said of the re-
proofsasto ^lission of original sin may also be said

the Spirt of the gift of the Holy Ghost. Our bless-

ed Redeemer purchased this gift for His
church. All that are members of His church be-

come possessors of the blessings He has pur-
chased for it. But the baptized are sealed as

members of His church, therefore the baptized

have the gift of the Holy Ghost sealed to them
as well as the remission of original and, in case

of adults, of actual siuc This is in strict accord-

ance with the words of St. Peter. "The promise"
(of God's spirit to be poured out) "is to you and
to your children," &c. A^ts ii. 39. In the case

of infants the only sin remitted is original sin,

truth." In this sense it is evident that Christ could not
speak of himself as sanctified in the same sense as his

people are sanctified.

But, lastly, if, as Bishop Stillingfleet determined the

word ayiof, (1 Cor. vii. 14.) means that the children were
already baptized, all controversy is at an end on the point.

D 2
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because that is the only sin with which their

nature is defiled. But in the case of adults,

rightly receiving the sacrament, the guilt of

actual sin as well as original sin is visibly as well

as really washed away. " Arise," said Ananias
to Saul, " arise and be baptized, and wash away
thy sins," and " repent and be baptized every

one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the

remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift

of the Holy Ghost." Acts iii. 38. Conformably
with which the Nicene creed—" I acknowledge
The doc- one bapt'sm for the remission of sins."

fn»c5 of Yn equally strict accordance w^ith these

fuJlv ac-
truths is the answer in the church cate-

pordant, chism. Q. What dost thou chiefly

learn in these articles of thy belief?

A. First, I learn to believe in God the Father
who hath made me and all the world. Secondly,

in God the Son, who hath redeemed me and all

mankind. Thirdly, in God the Holy Ghost,
who sanctifieth me and all the elect people of

God.
Baptismal These considerations throw much
regenera-

\[g\ii on the meaning of baptismal

iegitimatl
regeneration. The child, by being born

meaning, of its parents as considered in their

natural state inherits the guilt and
curse and condemnation of Adam. I'he child,

by being born of parents as considered in their

christian or covenant state, is an inheritor of

their blessings. But their great blessing is that

they are members of Christ, and this too is the

great blessing which their children inherit from
them. By nature they are the, children of the
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first Adam, and so heirs of wrath ; but by grace

they are children of God through Christ, the

second Adam, and so heirs of mercy. The first

Adam was their old head, and he was a head of

death. The second Adam is their new head,

and he is the head of life. By natural descent

they belong to the family of the old Adam, but
by Christian descent they belong to the family

of the new Adam, even of Christ. Hence the

language of St. Peter, 1 Ep. Ch. i. v. 3, which,
according to his abundant mercy, hath begotten

us again unto a lively hope, by the resurrection

of Jesus Christ from the dead. Here, too, we
see the meaning of the text quoted above, (1

Cor. vii. 14.) to the effect that the children of

christians are a holy or peculiar seed.

And this explains, in some way, the meaning
of regeneration. Generation is the natural pro-

cess of begetting and birth. By our natural

birth we are brought out of the dark womb into

the light of life. But that which is born of the

flesh is flesh. Therefore by natural generation

we are only heirs of wrath. But regeneration

is a new or changed mode of birth, and this is

sealed by baptism, and shows that the child is

taken out of the dark state of hopeless con-
demnation in which he was in Adam, and put
into the new state of life and hope, 1 Peter, i. 3,

which he has in Christ, and which is called the

regeneration, Matt. xix. 28. This passage and
Titus iii. 5—" He saved us by the washing of

regeneration,^' &c., are the only two passages in

Scripture in which the word regeneration is used.

The Greek for " born again/^ in John iii., it

literalb/ " bornfrom aboveJ'
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With And this shews us the true meaning

^atechisyl
^^ another part of the church cate-

Tf^fhe
chism—"Wherein (i.e. in baptism) I

chunk of was made a member of Christ, a child

Entjiand of God, and an inheritor of the king-
ayrees, dom of heaven." The meaning of

member is branch

—

membrum is the Latin word
for branch. Now by baptism a child has the

privilege of christian membership sealed to him.

And if he is a member of Christ, I need not say

that he is in the christian family, and so a child

of God, and a possessor of the right of a heavenly
inheritance.

The oh- But some object to this, and ask

—

jectionto a j^q^ (j^n this be when we see so

mints made "^^^Y ^^^ ^V ^o careless and ungodly ?

is answered To such objectors we can only give our
by Christ, blessed Lord's own answer—" I am
John XV. ^\iQ vine, ye are the branches. Every
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh

away." So we see from these words that there

are " branches,'^ yea, even " branches in him"
that bear no fruit; and these he cuts off as a

vine-pruner cuts oif barren branches. These
then, we reply, are the baptized members that

bear no fruit, the baptized children that grow up
in a cold and careless state, and the baptized

men and women that live worldly, ungodly
lives. These are they whom Jude calls " twice

dead/' v. 12. He is writing of Christians who
had violated their baptismal covenant ; and he
calls them twice dead because they had died

first in Adam by inherited guilt, but then being

regenerated in Christ they had died by dreadful

apostacy. These too are they of whom St
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Peter writes, 2 Pet. i. 9—" He that lacketh

these things is bhnd, and cannot see afar off,

and hath forgotten that he was purged from his

old sins." Or again, 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21—" For if

after they haA-e escaped the pollutions of the

world, through the knowledge of the Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again intangled

therein, and overcome; the latter end is worse
with them than the beginning. For it had
been better for them not to have known the way
of righteousness, than after they have known it,

to turn from the holy commandment delivered

unto them."
Objection, But the baptist will answer, perhaps,

that even if true christians beget " a holy seed,"

that is, if their children are " holy," and as being

such have a right to baptism, still that does not
give the right to those who are only nominal
christians.

1.—On this objection it may be first re-

marked, that it is a very high matter that is

assumed in it, namely, that the personal holiness

of a parent descends in a stream of personal
holiness through the child. We are not aware
of any scriptural authority for such an article of

faith. The head of corruption to the child is

Adam, the head of righteousness is Christ.
The pre- 2.—Again, the present is the dis-

sent time pensation of the church militant; it is

noto/cer- ^^^ dispensation of trial and not of

iainty. triumph; it is the dispensation in which
tares and wheat are mingled together;

and it is very difficult, nay, not only difficult

but impossible, in all cases, to determine who
are true and who are only nominal Christians.
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Unhappily it is too true that there are very many
church people as well as baptists who give no
evidence of being Christians, except it be that

they have been baptized.

Baptism 3.—But again, the scriptural plan is to
upon pro- laptize upon profession, Simon Magus
fesston.

professed faith in Christ, and he was
baptized, and yet he was not converted in heart.

The Ethiopian nobleman did the same, and he
was baptized. The profession of faith in early

times, by grown-up persons, was that in the

apostles' creed—Belief in God the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, (and in the union and com-
munion of the church) . And if parents bring their

children to the church to be baptized, their spon-

sors make this profession for them, and so the

children are received according to primitive

example.

4.—The inheritance of Christian privileges is

just the same as the inheritance of any other

privileges. The Jewish infant had a right to

the seal of the covenant of faith simply because
he was a descendant of Abraham, however un-
godly his parents might be. It is just the same
with the Christian infant ; he has a right to the

seal of the covenant of faith, because his parents

are professors of the faith of Christ.

^
The titles I am sensible that there are some

J^%y^^d' persons, even among ourselves, who do

hers o/^' ^^^ clearly understand the scriptural

Christ. grounds on which any persons who
are not living a godly life can be called

*^ members of Christ, children of God, and in-

heritors of the kingdom of heaven.^*
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Christians Now, I would refer them in the first
may be place to the expression used by our

vital union
^oi'd himself, and quoted above—

or by bap. " every branch* in me that beareth
tism, not fruit he taketh away." The words
are simple and few, but they contain the awful

truth, that every barren branch will be abso-

lutely and for ever cut off. Now these branches
are in Him—" every branch in me that beareth

not fruit." There are only two ways in which
branches can be in the vine, or in other words,
there are only two ways in which persons can
be members of Christ : the one is that which is

eifected by the ingrafting of baptism, and the

other that which arises from the union produced
by a living faith. But the case is put and pro-

vided for by our Lord himself in which members
are cut off. Either then these are simply the

baptized, or else they are the hving members.
There must be soine interpretation, and I fear

those persons alluded to above will have just as

much difficulty in reconciling themselves to the

thought that members vitally united to Christ,

that is united to Him by a living faith may be
cut off, as that members made only so by bap-
tism have yet a real and true right to be styled

members of Christ or '^ branches in me''\

* From " Membrum," a branch, or limb, or member.

t It is on this view undoubtedly, that our Lord taught

his disciples to pray *' Our Father," &c. Even Judas vv^as

taught to say this prayer, taught to say it, be it remember-
ed, by Christ himself. Why was this, but because God
through Christ shewed his paternal love even to that
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2. The title This difficulty being removed, that
"children ^hich would seem to some to attach

'

The ^two-
^^ ^^^ expression child of God and in-

fold sense heritor of the kingdom of heaven, will

in which vanish with it. But in addition it may
christian ])e observed that no one can carefully

a^^^^s'iten ^^^^Y ^^^^ Scriptures without seeing

ofin Scrip-
^^^ there is a twofold sense to almost

tare. every phrase and term which is des-

criptive of divine privileges. God was really a

father to the Jews, and if he was really a father

to them they were really sons to Him, and yet

he asks them reproachfully, " If I be a father

where is mine honour }" which is as much as to

say, " you have the privileges of heavenly

parentage, but you have not the hearts of child-

ren. I am a father to you but you pay me no
childlike obedience and honour." So too,

(Deut. xxxii. v. 6,) Moses reproachfully asks

the people—Do ye thus requite the Lord O
foolish people and unwise ? Is not He thy

father that bought (or redeemed) thee ? And
again (v. 18,)

—"Of the Rock that begat thee

thou art unmindful." So also there is a circum-

cision of the flesh, and also a circumcision of the

heart, of the letter and also of the spirit—

a

natural seed of Abraham and a spiritual seed of

Abraham. And in regard to this last expres-

traitor. It was the selling of a brother^s blood that was
the condemnation of Judas.

In accordance with this teaching, it was universally the

practice in the early church to allow the baptized to use
the Lord's Prayer. But none were permitted to use it

previously to receiving that ordinance.
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sion * " Inheritor of the Kingdom of Heaven^"*

it is very remarkable that St. Paul tells us
that all those who were his kinsman accord-

ing to the flesh, that is^ all the descendants of

Abraham through Isaac, were " the adoption,'^

who are Israelites to whom pertaineth the adop-
tion, ^c. And then to show that what was true

in the way of spiritual privilege, was not true in

the highest sense of vital spirituality, he adds,

"they are not all Israel that were of Israel,

neither because they are the seed of Abraham
are they all children, but in Isaac shall thy seed

be called/^ (that is), that just as Abraham had a

son Esau as well as a son Isaac, so even among
that very Isaac's descendants there is many a

spiritual Esau, or in other words, even among
the true Israel, according to descent there is

many a false Israelite according to the spirit.

Now we cannot have a higher authority than

this for saying, that people may be children of

God in one sense and not in another, members
of Christ in one sense and not in another, that

there is in fact (for this is the apostle's argu-

ment,) as much ditlerence between one Israelite

and another as there was between Isaac and Esau.

The Ep. to We use exactly the same mode of
the Gal. expression as the apostle used to the

hisTrates

'

^^O"^^"^ when we call all baptized per-

ij^ig^
sons members of Christ and children

* " Inheritor." It has been before this attempted to

exclude this word from the catechism. But this has been
resisted on the ground that the word expresses a right and
not a possession.
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of God.* A man may be a child, though a

prodigal, and it is not every prodigal that will

return. " Ye are all, says the apostle to the

Galatians, children of God by faith in Christ

Jesus, for as many as have been baptized iiito

Christ have put on Christ" Now the evi-

dent meaning of this is as follows :—You, (Jews)

were formerly children of God by being child-

ren of Abraham, but now it is altered ; that

kind of adoption is passed. You are now God's
children, if you are baptized into the faith of

Christ, and there is no need for your going back
to circumcision to make yourselves " the adop-

* " But even from the ordinance itself we may consider

great good as arising to the soul ; since, as in the case of

circumcision the person is thereby brought into covenant
writh God. The Israelites, as a nation, in covenant with
God were highly privileged, for to them " belonged the

adoption and the glory and the covenant and the giving of

the law and the service of God and the promises, Rom. ix.

4." The same I doubt not may be justly said of all that

are baptized : indeed we doubt not but that our reformers

had that very passage of Scripture in their eye when in our
baptismal service they instructed us to thank God for

having regenerated the baptized person by his Holy Spirit;

and in our catechism to speak of children as by the ordi-

ance of baptism made members of Christ, children of God,
and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. I'hese expres-

sior.s are doubtless strong, and so are St. Paul's respecting

the benefits of circumcision : and every blessing which he
asserts to have been conveyed by circumcision, we may
safely and truly apply to baptism. By the very admission

of persons into covenant with God, they are brought into

a new state, have a right and title to all these privileges ;

and by the exercise of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ they

come into eternal possession of them."

—

Simeon's Sermons
No. 1976.
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tion/' for ^^ if ye are Christ's, then are ye Abra-
ham's seed and heirs according to the promise/'t

It cannot, in answer to this, be urged with any
force that the adoption is here dependant upon
and through the medium of the exercise of a

hving faith, (although it is most incontestibly

true that there is no other means but that of a

true faith, by which the blessedness of that pri-

vilege can be realised to the soul), for it is

evident that the expression " children of God
by faith in Christ Jesus" must be interpreted

by what follows: '^ For as many as have been
baptized into Christ have put on Christ," This
shows us that they were children by having
made a baptismal profession of the faith of

Christ. They had openly confessed as we
openly confess the Lord Jesus. And this is all

that can be intended, for the apostle tells these

very Galatians that he " stands in doubt of

them," that " if they were circumcised Christ

would profit them nothing;" and it is quite im-
possible to suppose that he, in one part of his

letter, would tell them that he knew them to be
all children of God by a vital faith. Gal. iii. 26;

t This too is the view which best explains ii. Cor. v.

16, 17. The relationship of the flesh from Abraham through
Isaac has passed away. "I know no man after the flesh."

The family is altered, we have a new and a better relation-

ship through Christ, who is the head of a new family, into

which family we are baptized. Yea, though formerly I

knew Christ after the flesh, feeling him to be by birth a
Jew like myself, I now see him thus no more, I view him
as the father and brother, the redeemer and friend both of

jew and gentile, of every one in fact who believes and
» baptized.
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and in the other that he doubted whether they
were Christians at all, Gal. iv. 20. Hence we
see that " children of God by faith " here means
children of God by the baptismal profession of

the Christian faith.

1 John And this passage affords an ample
111. 10. foundation for the second clause of

our answer in the catechism

—

" wherein I was
made a child of God." Let no one be staggered

by such an expression as that in 1 John iii. 10.
" In this the children of God are manifest, and
the children of the devil : whosoever doeth not
righteousness is not of God." We have ex-

plained above, or rather the Holy Ghost by the

apostle Paul has explained for us how a man
may be, by spiritual privilege, a child of God,
and yet by heart and practice a cliild of Satan.

And in this passage of St. John the very point
marked out is the manifestation of those who
are really and in heart children. It is as if the

apostle had said " you all profess yourselves to

be children of God, or, which is the same thing,

you are all children by profession; but it is

your works which show manifestly to the world
who among you there are that have the hearts

of children. This is the reasoning, John viii.

31— 14, where, too, we find them called the

children of Abraham, and so the adoption, and
yet told that they were children of the devil.
'' Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed

on Him, if ye continue in my word, then are ye
my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the

truth, and the truth shall make you free. They
answered Him, we be Abraham's seed, and were
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never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou^

ye shall be made free? Jesus answered them^

verily, verily I say unto you, whosoeA'er com-
mitteth sin, is the servant of sin. And the ser-

vant abideth not in the house for ever : but the

Son abideth ever. If the Son therefore shall

make you free, ye shall be free indeed. / know
that ye are Abraham's seed ; but ye seek to kill

me, because my word hath no place in you. I

speak that which I have seen with my Father:

and ye do that which ye have seen with your

father. They answered and said unto Him,
Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them,

if ye were Abraham's children, ye ivould do the

works of Abraham. But now ye seek to kill

me, a man that hath told you the truth, which I

have heard of God: this did not Abraham. Ye
do the deeds of your father. Then said they to

Him, we be not born of fornication; we have

one Father, even God. Jesus said unto them,

if God were your Father, ye tvculd tore me : for

I proceeded forth, and came from God; neither

came I of myself, but He sent me. Why do ye

not understand my speech? even because ye

cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father

the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will

do: he was a murderer from the beginning, and
abode not in the truth, because there is no truth

in him. When he speaketh a lie he speaketh

of his own : for he is a liar, and the father of it.'^

3. 2Vie The same, with little change, may be
title. " In- gaicj of the third title

—" inheritor of
hentance

^^^ kingdom of heaven.'' *No man
* I find this same illustration used by Mr. Simeon, in

treating of this subject, in Serra. 19 75, on 1 Cor. x, 15.
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of the of necessity comes to the possession of
Jangdomof ^\-^q property to which he is heir. He
eaven.

^^^^ ^^^ before the time of taking pos-

session arrives, or he may commit an act of

forfeiture, or he may lose his reason, and all

these casualties will prevent him from ever en-

joying that to which he is heir. So it is of the

inheritance of a heavenly kingdom. The in-

heritance is a right and a title, but it is not pos-

session. We are called to this bright heirship

by God^s great and free grace, but we must re-

member that we may fail of that grace, or in

other words we may fall short of it, and miss

those great blessings which, by that grace, are

provided for us. '^ Looking diligently," says

the apostle, (Heb. xii. 15.) "lest any man* fail

of the grace of God, lest any root of bitterness

springing up trouble you, and thereby many be
defiled. Lest there be any fornicator, or pro-

fane person as Esau, who for one morsel of

bread sold his birthright, or inheritance. For
ye know how that afterwards when he would
have inherited the blessing, he was rejected, and
he found, &c." Does not all this passage con-

tain a solemn warning to all inheritors of the

kingdom of heaven not to part with their in-

heritance ? Is there any other sense in which
it can be taken ? Does it not warn us by the

example of Esau, who, though the elder brother,

and so entitled to the inheritance, yet sold his

birthright; shewing us that our inheritance is

* Falling behind and away from the grace, not follow-

ing it up as it were, but lagging behind and straggling out

of the way and so losing that which God has graciously

provided and prepared. The word in the original is xKrvipStv.
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not inalienable, that we too may lose it or barter

it away, as thousands madly do for the vanities

of this very vain world ?

On the I cannot leave this part of the sub-
mode of -^^^ without adding a few words on the
addressinq ''

, . ^ • ^ c • /-(i • ^•

professing
^^^^de in whicn proiessmg Christians

Christian should be addressed. It need scarcely

congrega- be said that they ought not to be
tions. addressed as if they were heathens.

And yet that they constantly are so addressed is

a circumstance much to be deplored. There is

and there always must be a most essential dif-

ference between those who are in the covenant
and those who are not in it. They that are in

the covenant are, to say the least, in name and
profession on God's side. There are two great

parties in the world, that of Satan and that of

Jehovah, and all baptized persons are by their

very baptism enrolled in the list of the armies
of Jehovah ; they are '^ in numero viventiumP
It is true that too many of them are traitors in

heart, but then how are they to be dealt with?
Traitors Undoubtedly as we should deal with

to be ad-
traitors. We should appeal to them

dressed as ^i • ...
i ^i •

such not
^^ their privileges and on their sworn

as mere allegiance."^ Oath breaking, forswearing
opponents, themselves, is the guilt with which
Professing they are chargeable, and it is that

a?r/r"^ with which they should be charged.
" Such and such is your pi^ofession,

such and such is the service required, such and

* No argument can be more prevalent to enforce a holy
life than when the Spirit of God shall bring home to our
consideration the oath that we have taken to be God's, and

E
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such the gratitude you owe, and the privileges-

you enjoy. Now place by these the services

you pay, the lives you live; compare the rich

blessings which God has given you with the

shameful return which you make to Him, and
after such comparison say whether you do not
stand justly self-condemned?' It is most un-
reasonable and excessively injurious to plead
with them in other words. Common sense exer-

cised upon the language of the Bible and of the
church tells them that they are not in the same
state as the heathen; and it is audit ought to be

extremely injurious to religion to appeal to men
on any grounds which their judgment and which
the majority of the books they read declare to

be erronieous.

Tliismove How different, from the mode on

^''vf^^r^
which we have been remarking, is

Tone of
God's way, Mai. i. 6. " If I be a Fa-

Scripture ther where is mine honour?" If you be
and the sons where is the honour which you
languageof ought to give to me your Father? We
the church,

gj^^^j^ ^^^^ certainly address Chris-

tian congregations as children by grace and adop-

tion, that is, children of God by the great mercy
and favour of God in Christ, and adopted

members of his family, however disobedient

they may be and prodigal, and however devoid

they may be of the spirit of adoption. It is only

to oppose all the enemies that oppose his gk)ry and our

salvation ; when we shall be reminded that so long as we
continue in a state of sin we live in perjury, having given

our most serious promise to God to yield obedience to his

will and laws, and to live as his servants and soldiers.

—

Bp. Hopkins, vol. 2, p. 428, on Baptism.
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in this way that we can interpret, in any satis-

factory manner, the language of our church

formularies, which are in fact and in truth the

language of the Bible.
Value of Many excellent persons, I believe,

a know- ^j.g ygj.y confused in their theological

theoriginal
motions owing to their ignorance of

in rightly the original language of the new Testa-

under- ment. By reason of this they are led
standing to interpret such words as grace, faith,
the words ^ ^g •£ ^. ^^,gj.g ^j^^^. descrip-

faith' &-C.
tive, the first of an actual effluence-

of divine light and strength from God,
the second of a real active operation of the mind
and heart on the subject of revelation. They
are, therefore, startled at being told that a per-

son may be in a state of grace though he may
have no living divine principle in his heart, that

is, though he may be an unconverted man, and
that he may be a child of Abraham, who is the

father of the faithful, though he may have no
true and solid personal dependance on his Sa-

viour. Now it is evident that grace is often

used as descriptive of God's general mercy in

Christ, without any reference to a participation,

by individuals, of Divine mercy, fe. g.) "by grace

are ye saved through faith,'' &c., (Eph. ii. 8.)

Here the word faith expresses real and vital

trust, the trust of the heart; but grace is not
divine efficacious power, but the general word for

the love of God in Christ; and is in fact the embo-
dying of the abstract truth contained in John iii-.

16, " God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son," &c. God is recon-

ciled to the world bv the death of his Son : the

E 2
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attribute of infinite justice is satisfied : God
can save without any derogation from His im-
mutable justice: the bar which guilt had raised

is removed by the sufferings of the guiltless one.

This is the way in which God is rendered or

rather has rendered himself propitious. By the

sacrifice of His dear Son He is reconciled to man,
so that He can " be both just and the justifier/^

or acquitter " of him that believeth :" and His
ministers now are ambassadors for Christ (the

reconcilers of the world) beseeching men for

Christ^s sake^ and in order that all His suffer-

ings may not be unavailing to them.

—

'^ Be ye
reconciled to God." And it is through faith

('^ by grace through y«?7A, Eph. ii. '^ Whoso-
ever believeth on Him, John iii.), it is through
faith that man approaches to God, God having,

by grace in Christ, removed the barrier, and
made Himself apj^roachable.

Grace This may be better understood by
may have remembering that Avithout going into

^God or to
^ ^^^ meanings of the word which is

ourselves, translated " grace," there are two kinds

of grace, the one that which alters the

relation in which God stands to us and we to

Him, the other that which alters the affections

of our hearts. Of the former kind are, re-

conciliation through the propitiatory sacrifice,

pardon and adoption. Of the latter, faith, love,

patience, meekness, knowledge, temperance, or

as Bishop Hopkins calls them, the two princi-

pal graces, the two greatest limbs of the new
man, repentance andfaith. The passage, 2 Cor.

V. 18, 19, clearly shews the difference of the
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two kinds of grace. By this it appears that

God is reconciled already to man, and has put
his sins on Christ

—

'^ God was in Christ recon-

ciling the world to Himself, not imputing their

trespasses unto them." This is the first kind

of grace. The second is effectual when man is

reconciled to God. " By grace are ye saved

through faith." Faith is the hand which ap-

propriates covenant blessings when the Holy
Spirit opens the heart. God is denominated
gracious by the grace of reconciliation, pardon,

adoption, &c.; man by the habitual graces or

holy virtues which the Spirit of God produces
in him. A consideration of the difference will

clear the minds of many, and enable them to

see how a person may be within the covenant of

grace, and yet not in the strict sense of the word
a gracious person or a partaker of grace ; he
is like the Jew of old, a partaker of the adoption,

the glory, the covenant, and the promises, but
only so by privilege. He has not made those

blessings his own by faith. Like the same Jew in

his wilderness-state, (though a rightful inheritor

of Canaan,) he has not entered into the promised
land of spiritual enjoyment because of unbelief

.

The er- And here we may add that the same
rorsonthis ^j-j-qj. ^yhich prevails in addressing

^eadto^^^ Christian congregations, as if they

a misuse were uncovenanted heathens, leads to

of the term a false use of the term regenerate.
regenerate. There cannot be a doubt that our

^'hur h
*^ church holds, in some sense, the doc-

Huhtly ap- trine of baptismal regeneration.* We
* Forcibly shewn in an extract from Mr. Simeon's

works hereafter.

See too part iv. on Baptismal Regeneratiori.



54 NATURE And effects of baptism.

plies to the thank God in baptism that it has
baptist. pleased Him to regenerate the infant

Holy Spirit. We do not use these words
hypothetically, but as descriptive of a real trans-

action. How can we^ after this, call the bap-
tized unregenerate ? It is most true that in

thousands of cases no renewal of heart may take
place; but still the child is pronounced to be
regenerated, and that too by God's Holy Spirit;

and this is the difficulty, and particularly the

mention of the Holy Spirit, as the agent in re-

generation, which puzzles so many who yet are

unwilling to deny the truthfulness of the language
6f the baptismal service. How (it is asked) can
a child be said to be regenerated by the Holy
Spirit, and yet not to be renovated in heart ?

They that ask this question will say that it is pos-

sible to conceive that the simple term regenera-

tion may be used in a lower sense, as implying
privilege rather than influence, a change of state

without a change of heart; but then that they are

prevented from resting on this ground by the lan-

guage of the service, for the child is not merely
said to be regenerated, but regenerated by the

Holy Spirit, and that itis notpossible, nay, almost

a contradiction in terms, to say that the child is

regenerated by the Holy Spirit, and yet that no
spiritual change has passed upon it. In answer,

it is to be observed generally, that it certainly is

difficult to conceive that any spiritual change
should have taken place in those who grow up
and live and die almost like heathens ; and yet it

is, on the other hand, extremely difficult to sup-

pose that an ordinance of Divine institution,

performed in obedience to Divine command,
should carry with it no blessing.
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Tlie Holy This may be said in general, but in
Ghost the regard to this sacrament in particular,

bmtism *^^ language of the church service is

clearly that of the Scriptures.* The
Spirit is the agent in baptism, 1 Cor. xii. 13.
^^ By one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be
bond or free, and have been all made to drink itito

one Spirit. So, too, of the Jews in the mlder-
ness, 1 Cor. x. iv., " They all drank of the same
spiritual drink, for they drank of that spiritual

rock that followed them, and that rock was
Christ. But with many of them God was not
well pleased.^^ St. Paul (be it observed,) was
writing to those who had been baptized by the
hand of man, and yet he says clearly and dis-

tinctly that the Holy Spirit was the baptizer.

The same truth is not obscurely hinted at in

Heb. X. 29. " Of how much sorer punishment
:suppose ye shall he be thought worthy, who hatk
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath
counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith
Tie was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done
•despite unto the Spirit of Grace." Here it is

evident that the doctrine, on which the whole
passage rests, is sanctificationf in its lower

* See hereafter, extract from Bishop Hopkins.

't'
" Sanctification in its lower sense.^' So Bishop Hop-

kins writes on the two senses in which illumination is

spoken of. " That illumination which is saving is not
only light but influence too. As the light of the sun doth
not only serve to paint the world and varnish over the

variety and beauty of the several creatures that are irk it,

ibut by the graceful heat that its influence insinuates and
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sense, or setting apart by the application of the

blood of Christ in baptism to the mystical wash-
ing away of sin, and by the Spirit of Grace, or

the gracious Spirit, the great agent now, as

Bishop Hopkins well observes, in God's church.

If, therefore, regeneration in any sense takes

place in baptism, it is evident that as the Spirit

is the baptizer, it is right to say that the infant

is regenerated by God's Holy Spirit.

Regenera- If^ therefore, baptism be called in
Hon and Scripture the laver of regeneration,

are dif-
^"^ ^^ ^^ addition to this, all professing

ferent. Christians, at least at Corinth, if not
throughout the word, are declared also

in Scripture to be baptized by one Spirit, why
should any man feel a difficulty in using the

language of the baptismal service in thanking

God that it has pleased him to regenerate this

infant by His Holy Spirit ? That such regene-

ration is wholly different from conversion of

heart is most clear, for in almost every case of

baptism in the New Testament, conversion of

heart precedes baptism, and therefore precedes

baptismal regeneration. I need scarcely men-
tion the cases of the three thousand. Acts ii.

(41), the five thousand, Acts iv. (4), the case of

St. Paul, of the Eunuch, of Lydia, of the Jailor,

of Cornelius, &c. Why^ then, should any write

soaks into them doth also refresh them ; and as its Hght dis-

covers their beauty, so its influence increaseth them. So
saving illumination not only illustrates the soul by its

light, but by its congealing influences nourishes it, draws

sap into it and fruit from it.''—Hop. Ser. on John iii. 5.

See al»o p. 58, extract from Jonathan Edwards.
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and speak as if the two things were identical^ or,

as if a man though regenerated by baptism were

still an unregenerate man ?

Effect in From the passage quoted above,
adults. (Heb. X. 29), it would appear that the

two great benefits of baptism are, the applica-

tion of the blood of the covenant (and if this is

applied original sin must be washed way) and
the influence of the Spirit of Grace. Now in

the case of adult baptism, here is all that is

needed. Baptism is administered on the pro-

fession of the baptised person, he is a converted

man, he has repented and believed, and in bap-

tism his sin original as well as actual in its guilt

is washed away, and the Holy Spirit, according

to the promise of Christ, John xiv. 16, 17?

takes him under his care. He is thus a rege-

nerated person, he is regenerated by the Holy
Spirit though he was converted before. His
regeneration, therefore, is totally difi^erent from
his conversion, it is the authorized application

of the blood of cleansing, and the seal of admis-

sion into the family of the new Adam, (the

individual being taken out of the family of the

old Adam), as well as that of the gift of the

heavenly paraclete, the Holy Spirit.

Effect in But in the case of little children, the
infants. eff'ect must be the same except in re-

regard to actual sin, which cannot have been
committed, because there is no developement of

reason to understand a law, and sin is the

breaking of law. Children, therefore, are ad-

mitted by baptism into the family of the second

Adam, the Lord from heaven—they are visibly
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cleansed from the guilt of original sin and the

Holy Spirit is sealed to them as their counsellor

and guide. But they may do despite unto the

Spirit of grace—alas ! they may and do. But
this does not hinder the outgoings of his in-

fluence^ it does not prevent us from saying and
believing that the Spirit strives with them
although they resist Him. " Ye do always resist

the Holy Ghost." " My Spirit shall not always

strive with man.'^ Such expressions, indeed,

show us the fatal power there is in man of

ruining himself by resisting the Holy Spirit; and
this should be particularly noted by those per-

sons who, being ignorant of the language of the

Scripture, think that it is impossible that a child

should in any sense at all, be regenerated by the

Spirit and yet grow up a wicked man. The
difference between the influence of the Holy
Spirit as exerted on true believers and on nomi-
nal Christians is well described by Jonathan
Edwards :—" Although natural men may be the

subjects of many influences of th€ Spirit of God
(e. g.) Num. xxiv. 2, 1 Sam. x. 10, xi. 6, xvi. 14
1 Cor. xiii. 1, 3, Heb. vi. 4, 6, yet they are not
in the true sense of Scripture spiritual persons.

In the true saints the Holy Spirit is represented

in Scripture as being so united to the faculties

of the soul, that He becomes there a principle

•or spring of new nature and life. The light of

the Sun of Righteousness does not only shine

wpon them, but is so communicated to them
that they shine also and become little images of

that sun which shines upon them," &c. Hence
the true saints are called ''properly'' spiritual.
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not so natural men. "The light may shine

upon a body that is very dark and blacky and
though that body be the subject of the lights it

becomes no principle of light in it so as to be
called a lightsome body : so the Spirit of God
acting upon the soul only without communica-
ting itself to be an active principle in it cannot
(properly) denominate it spiritual.^^—I. Ed-
wards, relig. affect, part iii.

It is most important to bear this distinction

in mind : especially it is so for those who have
been taught to shrink from the idea of any
exerted influence of the Spirit short of that

which is converting. Thousands are thus acted

upon by the Holy Spirit in whom there is no
reaction but that of resistance. This resistance

is their condemnation, as John iii, 19. "This is

the condemnation that light is come into the

world and men love darkness," &c. "Ye do always
resist the Holy Ghost." It may be said un-
doubtedly by some, " Of whatuse is this influence

if it be not constraining or irresistable ?" The
answer to such a question is evident ; it is that

of St. Paul, Rom. ix. 20, " Nay but, O man,
who art thou that repliest against God ? shall

the thing formed say to him that formed it,

why hast thou made me thus ?'' If man
be responsible the responsibility must begin

somewhere. To ask why the Holy Spirit acts

in any mode or in any degree upon the heart of

man, and yet not always so as by an insur-

mountable necessity to make that heart bend to

His influence, is to challenge the Most High on
the very principles of his Creation and govern-

ment, and to make the finite understanding ofman
sufficiently great to comprehend, and sufficiently
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wise to dispute and decide upon the infinite

intelligence of the Allwise.

Whilst^ however, it may be no balm to a careless

worldling, to know for certain that he has been
from his youth up, resisting the strivings of God's
gracious Spirit ; it must be a great comfort to

him, viewing this same truth in another light, to

know that that Good Spirit has been soliciting

and is in all probability still soliciting his affec-

tions. It requires greater wisdom than ours to

mark the boundary line between that striving

which is effectual, and that which may be re-

sisted. We know not the exact spring which
in each case must be touched that the flood

gates of the heart may open, and grace not
only act upon but enter into and penetrate the

soul, but it is a blessed thing for each person
who is endued with any knowledge of the

Christian scheme to know and to be persuaded
that God, the Good Spirit, is striving with him,

and that if he will but yield to His influence,'his

soul will be not only acted on but penetrated

by and subdued to his power.
This too is, or should be, a most comfortable

And great thought for Christian parents. They
encourage- ]^jjq^ ^j^^t the Holy Spirit is given, and

Christian
striving with their children's hearts.

parents. There is hope in education, under this

view, otherwise it were a business of de-

spair. A baptist can have no such (/rounded hope;
and they, too, among ourselves who only trust

to the general love and mercy of God, cannot
have any thing like the confidence which they
should have from the certainty that God is a

reconciled Father to their children ; that their
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children are in the covenant, and so are inter-

ested in all its blessings, and partakers of all its

privileges, one of the greatest being the aid

and operation of the Holy Spirit.

We have dwelt the longer on this point be-

cause of its extreme importance and its high

practical character. It is of the greatest conse-

quence that the clergy who use the baptismal

service should use it in its simple meaning,

without adopting any circuitous mode of inter-

pretation. That all may so use it we believe

that we have clearly shown, and if we have not

done so it will certainly be found to have been
done by Mr. Simeon, in the passage which we
have extracted from his works in a future page.

First cir- We call that a circuitous mode of
cuttous interpretation which is adopted by

hdervrefa- ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^Y that the baptismal ser-

Hon of the vice is all used on an hypothesis, and
baptismal that the event only can decide whether
service. f}^Q hypothesis be a true one ; in other

words, if the child becomes in after time a child of

God in heart, then and in that case only was it true

(so it is said) that he was regenerated by the Holy
Spirit in baptism, and then only was his answer
true in his catechism, that he was in baptism
made a member of Christ, a child of God, and
an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven. Even,
too, under these circumstances, it was only true,

they allow, by a kind of expost facto discovery,

(i.e.) they declare a thing to be true in pjrcRsenti

which cannot possibly be true except infuturo

;

and then say that because it comes to pass or
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comes true in future, therefore it was right to

declare it to be true in preesenti.

Second Another mode of considering these
circuitous -yyords is that which gives them efficacy
^^ ^ ^^' on the hypothesis that there is faith in

the parents or sponsors. This rests on the

ground of general promises to faith, such as
" whatsoever ye ask in faith believing, ye shall

receive," connected with the special promise,
(Acts ii. 39,) " to you and to your children,"

and supported by the doctrine of inherited

sanctification, 12 Cor. vii. 14. But it may well

be asked on what grounds the first of these

general promises and others like it can be so con-

nected with the second and third as to make the

efficacy of the sacrament of baptism wholly de-

pendent upon its presence, (i.e.) what right have
we to say that if children are brought by their

parents to the font, in obedience to Christ^s

command and special promise, and yet with-

out a lively faith, and being thus brought
are baptized with water in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost, they are in fact only subjects of the un-

covenanted mercies of God—they are not put
within the covenant at all, (i.e.) they are in

truth not baptized at all, for baptism is the seal

of the covenant ? Most surely this is something
like making the efficacy of the sacrament depend
upon the intention of the administrators of it,

and not upon the free grace of God and his

great favour to little infants; and if this be true,

infants dying in a Christian land, whose natural

guardians have not had vital faith, are in no
better state than the infants of the heathen:
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they are not in the covenant, and so the guilt

of original sin is not washed away; for it can

only be washed away by the blood of Christ

through faith in grown up persons, and through

the grace or favour of God sealed in baptism to

infants. And if, therefore, this be the case, the

language of our church in the end of the bap-

tismal service, which is as follows, is entirely

If this wrong—^^ It is certain, by God^s word,
mode of ^j^^t children which are baptized dying

u!>n^7igtt
before they commit actual sin are un-

the rubric doubtedly saved." Appended to the

is wrong, baptismal service.

There are difficulties in the way of both the

first and second mode of interpretation here

alluded to, so great that we scarcely know how
it is possi1)le for candid minds to surmount
them. To those which have already been stated

we would add the following :—The twent}'-fifth

article declares, that " sacraments are certain

sure witnesses and effectual signs of grace,"

that is to say, that the seal of water in baptism
assures us of God's covenant grace to the subject

of baptism ; in other words assures us that he
has a Father's heart to welcome back prodigal

children. But according to the above statement

it is quite uncertain whetherHe has such a father's

heart to the baptized child or no, for it cannot
be proved till the child repents. And accord-

ing to the same statement we never ought to

tell a sinful child or a sinful man, ^^ God has so

loved you that he has given his only begotten

son, &c." And thus God is constituted a Father
—^or if that expression be too strong—the proof
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that we are to appeal to, in order to shew to any
man that God has a Father's heart towards him,
is not His grace and reconcilement in Christ
Jesus, but tha persoyibS oivn repentance.

It need scarcely be added, what a sandy
foundation this must be for any man's hopes.
It is a foundation based in individual feeling,

that is, in self. It is of the same character as that

which was for sometime held by an eminent and
excellent Christian man,* in regard to faith, un-
worthily cast out of the Genevan church, butwhich
he has, to his great honour, most candidly, with-
out fear of consequences to character, abandoned.
Occasional It is said we are aware that the ex-
services to

pj-gssion of the occasional services of

My inter-
^^^ church must l>e charitably inter-

preted.— preted, and with this we entirely agree.

See note We do SO because we have Scripture
from precedents for such charity. In the

^^ ^'
' old dispensation, every Israelite that

had been rightly (rite), that is according to God's
ordinance, admitted into the covenant, was
entitled to all its privileges, including pardon,

adoption, and privileged sanctitication; and yet

all were not Israel that were of Israel.t So in the

* Rev. Dr Malan.

f Yet let every Christian man know that in Christian

equity he standeth bound for to think and speak of his

biethren, as of men that have a measure in the fruit of

holiness and a right unto the titles, wherewith God in

token of special favour and mercy vouchsafeth to honour
his chosen servants. So we see the apostles of our Saviour

Christ, .do use every where the name of Saints : so the

prophet (Habakkuk) the name of righteous. But let us all be

such as we desire to be termed. Reatus irapii est pium
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amew dispensation in tlie Epistles all are acl-

dressed as saints, even when the letter was to a

disordered church like that at Corintli. The
apostles looked, in fact, on all who had been bap-

tized as being actually possessed of that of which

baptism was the type and to which it was the ad-

mission seal; they were sanctified or consecrated

in the ordinance to God's service, and they were^,

therefore,looked upon as saints and elect brethren.

Messinys But it does not follow that because
do not lose ^-j^gy fi[^ -j^q^ ^11 realize in tli£ir hearts

friecame ^>aptismal and saintly blessings, that

they are not therefore they were not really set apart;

realized. for this v/ould be to make man's dis-

obedience absolutely destroy God's grace. Such
disobedience does, indeed, render the grace of

God null and void to the individual, because he
refuses to taste its blessing, or rather it deepens
his condemnation, as mercy and love shghted

must deepen it; but the very fact that it deepens
condemnation shows that there is something
real in it, something in which its partakers

ought to have rejoiced, something for the con-

tempt of which they Avill have to give a most
strict and awful account.*

nomen, saith Salvianus. "Godly names do not justify un-
godly men," we are but upbraided when we are honoured
with names and titles, whereunto our lives and manners
are not suitable.— Hooker, serm. on Justification.

* It is remarkable, however, that in writing to the

Galatians, the apostle addresses them as the Churches of

God, and does not make use of the terms saints or faithful

brethren, probably because of his great alarm at their

Judaizing tendencies. We may observe, however, how
.even this language conflicts with the practice of the dist-
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And if this be the case, as the shghtest con-
sideration will show us that it must be in adults,

and if it be right, as the Scripture first most
plainly demonstrates (and after the Scripture,

the universal consent of every ancient church de-

clares it is), to baptize infants, it is evident that

they too are admitted by baptism to the partici-

pation of real blessings, and that they too by
such admission incur real responsibility.
Baptism, It should always indeed be remem-

°!*^ 7*^
th

^^^^^ ^^^^ baptism is one, simple and

only bridal single; it is the same to the child that

from old to it is to the grown man; we read no
new state, where of two baptisms, or a twofold

result of baptism; it is both to infant and an-

cient a seal of covenant blessings: it is, as

Luther has strongly declared—" the one only

bridge from the old state in Adam to the new
state in Christ.^^* The truth that should be
grasped by the mind is that it is the covenant
seal, the seal of admission to covenant blessings.

Once let this be clearly understood, and there

senters, who confine their use of the term Church, to the

small body of their communicants, forgetting the seven

Churches and all that is said of some of them, in regard to

dereliction of privilege and departure from love ; forgetting

(that is) that they were all called churches still notwith-

standing their sad, and in the last instance, Loadecean state.

* This too was evidently the view of George Herbert.

As he that sees a dark and shady grove.

Stays not, but looks beyond it on the sky:

So when I view my sins mine eyes remove
More backward still and to that water fly.

Which is above the heavens ; whose spring and vent

Is in my dear Redeemer's pierced side.

In " The Church." " Holy Baptism."



NATURE AND EFFECTS ©F BAPTISM, 67

will be no further difficulty; all the expressions

which have been alluded to above, as stumbling
blocks to man}^, become then simple and satis-

factory. The minister has no difficulty in

thanking God " for regenerating the infant by his

Holy Spirit," because baptism is the seal of the

covenant, and whosoever is admitted into the

'Covenant is admitted to a participation of its

blessings, which are pardon, membership of the

family of the second Adam, and the assured aid

and influence of the Holy Spirit. The language

of the twenty-fifth article clearly supports this

^iew. In that article it is asserted that sacra-

ments ordained of Christ be not only badges
and tokens of Christian men's profession, but
rather they be certain sure witnesses and effec-

tual signs of grace and God's good will towards
us, ^c. This language should be particularly

noted. It declares that the sacrament is the

seal attesting God's good will and favour^

"There is only one way in which that good will

can be manifested, and that is through Christ,

at whose birth '^ good will towards men " was
chaunted. The good will and grace must there-

fore be covenant grace and good will, and the

blessings resulting tho&e which the covenant
assures.
Third 3.—It is said that as the church

imdmisp- catechism has laid down repentance

explana- ^^^ faith, as required from those who
tion. come to baptism, and that these are

promised by the sponsors on the

child's part, the church receives that profession

as sincerely made, and on such profession bap-

F 2
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tizes the child. We have shown above how-

opposed to plain straight forward honest inter-

pretation this would be, and it certainly is not
the view of the church. But it cannot be so,

for this plain reason, that in the case of private

baptism no sponsors are present, and no pro-

mises on the child^s part are made, and yet the

child is considered truly baptized; so that when
it is afterwards brought to the church it is re-

ceived " as one of the flock of true Christian

people,'' and the minister is directed to certify

that " the child, having been born in original

sin and in the wrath of God, is by the laver of
regeneration in baptism received into the num-
ber of the children of God and heirs of ever-

lasting life."

Eticou' It is quite clear then that the three
ragement explanations usually sriven of the Ian-

Sf sponsors, S^^g^ of the baptismal service, are

from the neither satisfactory to the mind nor
churcJi in accordant with the views of the church.
regard to jt follows, therefore, that we recur to

pTivTkgls.
^^^ interpretation which we have given,

and which we have no hesitation in

declaring not only to be the plain, simple, and
satisfactory meaning of the service, but also to

be most encouraging to parents and sponsors

for the children, as well as to the children in

after Hfe for themselves. It gives or ought to

give a tone of character to the whole of, educa-

tion. The parent looks on his little one as

God's adopted, God's own, His by purchase
through the blood of his dear Son, and His by
gracious admission into all the blessings of the
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covenant. The child is fellow heir with the

parent. The parent does not look upon it as in

the death-state in Adam, but as in the state of

privilege and hope and life in Christ. When he
sees the manifestations of evil tempers he looks

on them as a violation of the privileges, and a

kind of moral denial of, the state into which
his child is called. He teaches his child to say
" Our Father "* because God is really his Father
in Christ; and to call Christ his Redeemer be-

cause Christ has really redeemed him, the indi-

vidual child, from the curse of the law; and the

Spirit his sanctifier, because he has been set

apart and consecrated by the Holy Spirit, of

which consecration baptism is the seal; and he
knows that in every effort that he makes for his

child that good Spirit is helping and upholding
him, and acting on the chikFs mind, though
the child may be rebellious and resist.

Misap- \Ve believe that it is because parents

^7/r"^^°'5 have overlooked these things, and have

blessings of
educated their children as children of

baptism a wrath rather than as children of grace,

cause of that SO many have really turned out
great ^o be that which they have been called.

Thildren, ^^^^ ^P^^^o ^^ ^^^'^ ^^ ^^^^^^ Y^^^S
hearts has not been touched; they

* In the primitive church no one that had not been

baptized was allowed to use the Lord's Prayer. The
Lord's Prayer is truly the disciples' prayer—it was given

to the disciples, and is to be used by all who, after them,

are disciples. It is much to be wished, that when the

prayer is used in family worship, the whole number pre^-

sent should join in it, for all who are baptized members of

the church are disciples.



70 NATURE AND EFFECTS OF BAPTISM.

have not been taught to look at their baptism as

God's own appointed and certain seal of kind-

ness and adopting love, and so they have grown
up to regard him rather as a hard and passion-

less Master than as a holy and loving Father.
Objection It may be said by the l>aptist, that

mhich may
j^g ^^^-^ bring up his child to the same

tirhaptial
vi«w of the love of God. But this,

answered, most certainly, he cannot do; for it is

the very doubt, which is in his mind,
of God's covenant blessings being the child's

right, which leads him to deny it baptism, which
is the seal of those blessings.

Great The baptist makes the first motion
difference £qj. baptismal privilege to be m the

teacliinq of ^^^? ^^^ church believes and declares-

children ^ to be in God through his free grace

under the and favour to Christians and their
church seed. The baptist can point his child

undT'tZf ^^ *^® ^^^^^ ^" Calvary, and we would

Qf if^Q
not speak lightly of his power to do

haptists. so—it is an immeasurable blessing;

but he cannot tell his child as we can tell ours

—

" You have been received into the congregatiorv

of Christ's-, church; you have been signed with

the sign of the cross, the mark and seal of Christ

is on your brow; the privileges of the new cove-

nant are all yours; you are not to ascend into

heaven to bring Christ down from alcove, or to

descend into Hades to bring up Christ from be-

low : the Word of God and His Spirit is nigh

you, only do not drive it away, only do not refuse

its aid,- and then you shall possess tliat which
you are riyhtfuUy heir to, the kingdom of glory."
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Objection It is a vain thing for men to say in

«/j^« ?/ answer to all this—" What is the use

loso2^iy'to
^^ ^ privileged state? Privileges are

the idea of not graces^ and we value nothing but
a state of that which is really efficacious." It is

privilege, the character^ undoubtedly, of the pre-

sent age, an age of hard philosophy
and somewhat cold sectarianism to think and
reason after this manner. And the consequence
is (and it is a very fatal consequence) that men
of a different cast of mind have been driven to an
Their ex- opposite extreme, and that they have
ireme has j)^^^ led to advocate views in many
led to a . r ^

•

contrary
respects, we fear, very nearly approxi-

extreme. mating to those of the idolatrous

church, against which our own protests;

and because all mystery is denied by their op-
ponents, they seem too much inclined to find

mystery in every thing. We wish to keep the

middle line of Scripture, and without thinking

of the one side or the other, to show to protest-

ant Christians, who are indeed the only catholic

Christians, the great value of their privileges.

Answer The cold reasoner may say—what is

^Vtionf'
^^^ "^^ ^^ ^^^^ influence of the Holy

^abovT^
Spirit promised and sealed in baptism,

if it does not convert the cnild^s heart?

We answer by another question. Is there no
grace but that which is irresistible? Is it im-
possible to quench the Spirit? Is not rebellion

against God's grace the condemnation of man?
Is not sin in a Christian land the " not believing

in Christ ?" John xvi. 9. We can conceive in

natural things how an influence may be ex-
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erted without an effect ajiparenthj resulting' v

the wind may breathe upon the sails of a

vessel, and yet the vessel may not move; its

weight in the water may present a resistance

such as the wind is not sufficient to over-
Gase of come. So is it in things spiritual. The

opfration resistance is the heart's corruption.

Ghost on ^^^ ^^ ^^ know that the breathing of

eMld's the wind on the sails, though ineffec-

heart illus- tual in actually putting the vessel in^

trated by motion, would make it more easy to
wind and ^^y^ it, so the parent may be com-

forted by knowing that the influence'

of the Spirit on the heart of his child, though
not absolutely an influence of conversion, is co-

operating with his lessons, and making it more
easy for him to bring up his child to God. And
it is the knowledge of this truth, as we have
before observed, that gives or should give t&

parents and to teachers the greatest support and
confidence in their otherwise most trying lousi-

ness of education : it is, in fact, the only view
which will enable them to educate in faith.

Extract We cannot better close this reason-
from aser-

jj^g^ than by an extract from one of

7^'Jj. '„ Luther's sermons :
—" And herebv the

nature oi a true and rfght taitn is

taught, for it is nothing which some say ' I be-

lieve in God Almighty,' as the Jews and many
others are wont, and do therefore receive cor-

poral benefits from God : it is a true and lively

faith, whereby thou believest in God howbeit
by Jesus Christ. First, that thou doubt not
that God is become a merciful Father unto



NATURE AND EFFECTS OF BAPTISM. "JS

thee, which hath pardoned all thy sins and in

baptism hath adopted thee for his son and heir,

that thou mayest certainly know that thou art

saved ; again thou must also know this, that

that was not done gratuitously, neither without
satisfaction made to divine justice, for there can

be no place in thee for the divine grace and
mercy to work salvation and to give thee eternal

good things, unless the justice of God be before

most fully satisfied : for Christ witnesseth,

(Matt. V. 18,) "one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pa.ss from the law till all be fulfilled/^

—

Sefinon ow Justification by grace without works.

Luther's The reader should remark the
view the strenoth and peculiaritA^ of the expres-
sameastliat •

i
^

.
' r ^\^

of the
sions here made use oi ; they seem

catechism, almost an echo by anticipation of the

language of the catechism. Pardon,
adoption and the real ground of assurance of

faith, are here asserted to be the fruits and effects

of baptism, which is God^s appointed ordinance

to seal these blessings to the soul. It should
not be overlooked, that the extract is from a

sermon on Salvation by grace icithout ivorks.

This viev) We see hence, that the view of baptism
'^t^PP^^^d ^^^ baptismal blessings given above,

contrary) ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ \^?iSt in the opinion of the

to salvation great German reformer, conflict \Adth

hy grace that doctrine, neither did it, as we may
without sgg j^ ^j^g same extract, with the doc-

7o^ustific'a-
*^^^^ ^^ Justification by Faith. Luther

tion by evidently considered the ordinance of

faith. baptism to be that which we have
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above defined it, a seal of pardon, adoption, and
grace ; a seal of the blessings of the new cove-

nant allowed in great mercy to man, whereby
he might build more firmly his faith on the word
and promise of God, seeing himself, by that

admission seal, put as it were into possession of

the title deeds of his inheritance.

Baptism We see, moreover, in this extract a
God's seal confirmation of that which we have

*v,.,«'» \nr,j asserted above, that baptism is the seal

to God. 01 (jrod s grace to man, not the seal,

according to the baptist's view, of

man's profession to God ; it is as it were God's
bow in the spiritual heaven, declaring to each

baptized person His favour, kindness, pardon,

and adopting love.

We may add that there is no view which is

more strongly opposed than this to the frightful

tenet of the unpardonable character of sins com-
mitted after baptism. That tenet destroys

altogether the paternal character of God, and
the filial privilege of man. It was the complaint
of Luther, in lecturing his divinity students,

that from having been brought up to look at

God as an exacting judge, to be appeased only

])y the works and sufferings of man, he could
scarcely even then bring himself practically to

feel that which he strongly held that God really

was, his Father reconciled in Christ Jesus. The
sad notion above alluded to would bring all men
back to the same melancholy state of uncom-
fortable and dark apprehension.
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General But again^ the baptist asks—what is

'wofihe ^jjg ^gg (jf sponsors? (1.) I answer

ll!l,!^£,.c they are of the same use to the child's
SpOlliiOi d. i^ '•lull

soul as nurses are to the child s body.

They are to help the parents to bring up the child

for heaven. When sponsors were first adopted in

the Christian church there were great persecu-

tions,* and they were provided in order that if the

parents should be cut off by persecution, they

might take up the little orphans that were left,

and bring them up in the Christian faith. (2.)

They are also retained in order to bear witness

to God's mercy in sealing to the child the privi-

leges of the covenant, and to be as it were the

voice of the child. They answer as if they

were actually the child himself, and make those

promises on the child's part which the child is

on his own part bound to make when he comes
to years of discretion.

Objection The baptists sometimes say that it

made by
jg niockery in godfathers and god-

tlw'frl-
^^ mothers to promise that for the child

mises of which they can have no certain know-
chihlr^n ledge that the child -^dll joerform.
through Now this objection is founded on a
s2}07isors,

jnigtaken view of the duties of parents

and guardians towards their children, as

well as of the obligations of every baptized person

to God» For it must never be forgotten that the

]>arents are the authorized guardiansof theirchild;

God has made them so; it is His ordinance, and
they are bound to do their best for their children.

* See a larger account of the origin of Sponsors frona

the Custom of the Jewish Church, in part iv.
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Now tlie best they can do is to give that which
Christ claims for them, admission into the cove-

nant—to put them into the family of Christ, to

have them sealed in baptism as beingrightful heirs
of heaven. It is by God^s free grace that all this

is permitted. God freely takes the cliildren of

Christians into covenant with Him. " The pro-

mise is unto Christians and to their cliildren,"

Acts ii. 30. And this great grace and mercy
flows from the love of God in Christ, or in other

words, it is the purchase of the death of Christ.
The child But then, says the baptist—even if

is hound to Qoj (Joes t^l^p tl^e child into cove-
raake the ^ ^ t. • \ i. x. a.

baptismal
"ant, what right have you to promise

promises, that the child shall obey? We answer
that the child is bound to obey whether

the promise is made or no; and if the parents

or sponsors accept the benefit for the child they

are ])ound to promise that the child shall do his

part. The child is not brought under any new
duty or obligation, he is bound to promise what
the godfather promises for him. Christ has re-

deemed the child's soul from slavery and from
death, and in consequence the child owes all he
has to* the Deliverer.
This illus- We can see this in temporal matters.
trated by Suppose a sTcat man were to promise
the case of i. i. r^ i -i j j*^-

an estate
^^ estate to your child on condition

that the child should always live on the

property: What parent would refuse to promise
that he should do so? Now it might happen that

the child when he should grow up might be wild

and thoughtless, and might refuse to do what his

father promised. It is very true that he would
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forfeit his estate because of his follv;, but every

one mil see that the father was right in making
the promise which he did, on the presumption
that his son would not turn out to be a fool or

a madman.
The ohll- But the obligation rests on far

yahon hiorher ground than this. An obhi^a-

ever'onfar ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ become a whit more ob-

deeper ligatory by being openly and solemnly
grounds. declared. If I am bound, as bound I

am, to love God wdth all my heart, and my
neighbour as myself, I do not more strongly

bind myself to these duties by declaring that I

will perform them; or if it is my duty not to

murder a man, I do not make it in the least

more so by saying that I will not be. a murderer.
Neither would my parent or my godfather have
increased my obligation if, when I was baptized,

he had promised that I should love my God and
should not murder my neighbour. The truth is

that as a human being, created by God and
redeemed by Christ, and sealed by the Holy
Spirit to heavenly privileges in baptism, I am

Promise bound to love God: no promise, no
doesnotin-

^^^^.^^j^ ^^ oath, Can bind me more. If

obligation. ^^ ^^ right to baptize infants it cannot
be wrong to make the promises. For

by baptism a child is made, by privilege, a child

of God, and a child of God is as deeply bound
to love his Father and hate the world as a child

of man is bound to love his father and take part

against that father^s enemies. Admit, therefore,

the propriety of infant baptism and the pro-

priety of the sponsors^ promises follows at once.
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No one It is a vain thing, therefore, for
may deny grown-up persons to object that their

IpJmors^io
sponsors made promises for them

promise which they themselves knew nothing

for him. of, and that, therefore, they are not
bound by them; for on the contrary thej are

bound to those very things, whether those pro-

mises be made or no. A man may, indeed, be
come an apostate, Heb. x. 29, ^' and tread under
foot the Son of God. and count the blood of

the covenant wherewith he was sanctified an
unholy thing, and do despite to the Spirit of

Grace,^^ but instead of freeing himself from
baptismal obligations by this awful conduct, he
only binds its bands closer around him, and
turns them from the golden cords of love into

the iron bands of condemnation.
The child We may thus put the argument

makes the respecting the promises made by child-

ZTZTthe ren through their sponsors ; first re-

^onsors. marking that it should be particularly

noticed that the words of the service

clearly shew that the church has no thought of

any promise being made by the sponsors, but
looks at every promise as made by the child.

For the language is as follows ;—" This infant

must also faithfully for his part promise by you
that are his sureties,^^ &c. Now it is evident

that if the surety or sponsor were the person

promising, it would not have been expressed in

this way, but as follows :
" you that are sure-

ties must promise," &c. I make this observa-

tion because from experience, in a large parish

I know how often Christians, especially among
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the poor^ shrink from the office of sponsor,

from fear of the burden of a promise which may
not be performed. There is no burden of this

sort laid on the sponsor ; he is only the voice,

so to speak, of the child, he only enunciates that

which the child as a partaker of the pri^dleges of

the covenant, is himself under a moral obligation

to promise ; and this is an obligation from which
he (the child) cannot by any possible artifice or

reasoning, on the part of his friends at that time
or on his own part in after life, be delivered.

Proof that But to return. To explain the rea-

^r/^^^^
sonableness of requiring promises to

hound*to ^® made by children, who have as

make the yet no power to will or to choose, we
promises, must remember what follows

:

1st.

—

Salvation is entirely of grace, Isaiah,

vii. 13, 14, " And he said, hear ye now, O house
of David, is it a small thing for you to weary
men, but wdll ye weary my God also ? There-
fore the Lord himself shall give you a sign,

behold, a ^drgin shall conceive, and bear a son,

and shall call his name Immanuel.'^ And
xxviii. 15, 16. " Because ye have said, we have
made a covenant with death, and with hell are

we at agreement ; when the overflowing scourge

shall pass through, it shall not come unto us
;

for we have made lies our refuge, and under
falshood have we hid ourselves : therefore, thus
saith the Lord God, behold, I lay in Zion for a

foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious

corner stone, a sure foundation : he that believeth

shall not make haste." Eph. ii. 8—10. "For
by grace are ye saved, through faith ; and that
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not of yourselves : it is tlie gift of God. For
we are his workmanship^ created in Christ Jesus
unto good works, which God hath before or-

dained that we should walk in them." The
two passages in Isaiah, expanding them-
selves from the case of Israel to that of the

whole world, beautifully show the love of God
freely putting itself forth to remedy the self-

destruction of man at the very time that he is

in the deepest rebellion.

2nd.

—

Every man is a slave. Rom. vi, 16—18. "Know ye not, that to whom ye yield

yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are

to whom ye obey ; whether of sin unto death,

or of obedience unto righteousness ? Being
then made free from sin^ ye became the servants

of righteousness." Every man by descent from
Adam is a slave of sin and satan (for servant in

the New Testament invariably means slave.)

But Christ has paid the price for the slaves,

and therefore now every man is by right his

property, as a slave is the property of his

master. Rom. v. 18, 19. "Therefore as by the

offence of one, judgment came upon all men to

condemnation : even so by the righteousness of

one, the free gift came upon all men unto justi-

fication of life. For as by one man's disobedience

many were made sinners : so by the obedience
of one, shall many be made righteous." Here
the universality of the proposition is declared;

and 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. "What, know ye not
that your body is the temple ^of the Holy Ghost
which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye
are not your own ? For ye are bought with a
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price : therefore glorify God in your body^ and
in your spirit, which are God^s." Here the

absolute ownership of Christ is set forth.

3.

—

A slave has no choice or right of choice

whether he will serve his master or no. Every
thing which the slave has, his strength, time,

talents, &c., are his master's property. But if

this be so, the infant that is taken into cove-

nant with Christ, and so made partaker of the

benefits of his death, is the bondslave of Christ,

and therefore he is hound to renounce the world,

the flesh and the devil, his old masters, and to

serve his new and blessed master Jesus Christ.

4.

—

Now if I am under a moral obligation to

perform an action, I do not in the least increase

the force of that obligation by promising to do it.

For instance, if I owe my neighbour money, I

am bound to pay it, whether I promise to pay
it or not; and I am just as much bound to pay
it if I do not promise as if I do promise; and
on the other hand I do not make myself in the

least degree more a debtor by promising to pay
than I was before I promised. Apply this to

baptism. By being put into the covenant I

owe all I have to Jesus my Master. Nothing
can free me from this debt; and it is evident

that by promising to pay it, that is, by promising
^^ to renounce the world, the flesh, and the devil,''

I do not increase my obligation to renounce
them. Indeed I cannot increase it, for the obli-

gation is as deep as it can be,—as deep as the love

of Christ,—a depth which no line can fathom.
5.—But it may be said that a man is free to

accept or free to reject the benefits of Christ's

G
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death, and that weknow not but that the baptized

infant may reject them. I answer that he is not

free to act, but on the contrary he is bound to

accept them. For man is not as he was in

paradise; he has forfeited his liberty, and he is

and mu«tbe henceforth a slave for ever: he was
first, as has been stated, the slave of Satan, by
having sold himself to him for false money, and
he is now the slave, by right of purchase, of

Christ, who has paid the true coin of his own
precious blood for him. Now he cannot escape

from this second bondage; for even though he

may continue to be the bondslave of satan he is

by right of purchase the property of Christ: he is

bought whether he will or no. For it must be
remembered that God did not consult man on
the atonement. He did not ask mankind
whether they would be redeemed, but he paid

the purchase-money, and so obtained the right

to the slave* No man can therefore say—

I

have a right to accept or reject the oifer. It is

true that he has the power but it is not true that

he has the right: he may, by the fatal power
which he has of ruining himself, reject God's
mercy ; but in doing so he tramples underfoot

the blood of the covenant, and multiplies his

condemnation a thousand fold.

This, therefore, is the reason why it is per-

fectly lawful that the child, though not come to

reason, may promise to renounce the devil, and
more than this, why it is absolutely his duty

to do it.

Unlawful G.—The bajotists sometimes say
practice of tj^^t Christ blessed the little ones, and
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the baptists that although it is not lawful to baptize
tn blessing tJiem it is lawful to bring them to

withmf'''
^h^i^^ ^^^ ^ blessing; and in accord-

baptizing ^^ce ^vith this they are often instructed

them. by their teachers to bring the little

infants to be named and prayed over. The only
objection, and it is a fatal one, to this practice

is that there is only one way in which God
authorizes human beings to approach to Him,
and that is a covenant way. The heathen are

said and rightly said to be left to the uncove-

nanted mercies of God; the children of baptists

are, by their parents' fault, in the same condi-

tion; they have no right to call God their Father
in Christ, because they are not within the sacred

precincts of the Christian covenant. The ap-

pellatives, moreover, of children so named can-

not be called Christian names, for a Christian

name is that which a child receives when he be-

comes a member of the family of Christ, and these

children are not made members of this family.

It should be remembered that the little

ones whom Jesus blessed were already in cove-

nant with him by circumcision, and that, there-

fore, there is no similarity betiveen their case

and that of those who are brought to Him with-

out having been first put into the covenant.
Duties of Some few words may here be appro-

spomors. priately added in regard to the duties

of sponsors. The writer has heard it objected

by conscientious persons that the duties of

sponsors are too heavy, and the responsibihty

too great, for them to undertake, unless they

could possess a greater power of superintend-

G 2
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ance in the education of their godchildren, than,

ordinarily spealdng, they are likely to have. To
this difficulty it may be answered

—

1st.—That a sponsor is not m loco parentis

;

he does not take the parents' place; the parents

are still the responsible persons notwithstanding

the aid and alliance of sponsors.

2ndly.—Persons who are requested to be
sponsors should certainly stipulate for a right to

ascertain that the child is in a proper course of

Cliristian instruction. They cannot perform
the office at all, according to the view of the

church, without this. It is their " part and
duty to see that the infant be taught so soon as

he shall be able to learn, what a solemn vow,
promise, and profession, he made by them." If,

however, they have full confidence in the parents,

it is to the parents, they must remember, that

God has committed the education of the child,

and they may, therefore, rightly leave these

matters ordinarily in their hands, only taking

that Christian and quasi-parental interest in the

child, to which their ecclesiastical relationship

most certainly entitles them.

3rdly.—Should circumstances remove the

children far away from them still there are

always means of communication. A sponsor
should never lose sight of his godchild; he
should always remember him, whether present

or distant, before the throne of grace; he is

spiritually allied to him: and what faithful man
can doubt but that the Holy Spirit will be
moved ])eculiarly to aid and assist ui the
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guidance of that little one whom his sponsors

shall continually intercede for ?

4tlily.—In cases where there is reason to

fear that the parents are altogether neglecting

the spiritual interests of the children, it is un-

doubtedly the duty of the sponsors to interfere

as far as they can wdthout violating altogether

the relations and harmonies of domestic liie, in

order to prevent such injury to their godchil-

dren. It is just as much their duty to do this

as it is that of the Courts of Chancery to inter-

fere in defence of the persons of its wards, or to

prevent the violation or Avaste of entailed estates.

Hence we see, partly, the use of sponsors, and
how, as it is the duty of parents to bring the Ht-

tle children to receive the benefits of the cove-

nant, it is that of the sponsors to promise, at the

same time, that they shall walk according to faith

in Christ Jesus, renouncing the world, the flesh,

and the devil, and the sinful lusts of the flesh,

and that they shall beheve aU the articles of

the Christian faith.

Short re- IV.—But again, we have said in a
capitula- preceding page, that the baptists object

that there is no express command to

baptize children. And it has been shown that in

reahty the command to circumcise the children of

Abraham is a command to baptize the children

of Christians, because the covenant of Abraham
is just as much the covenant of grace as the

Christian covenant, and if the promise is to the

children under one covenant, it must be under
the other, because, in truth, both the one and
the other are the same identical covenants
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The ana- V.—But there is another answer
baptist which is perfectly conclusive. We say

^hat our^^ ^^^ ^^^ parts that i/ children we7^e not to

Lord for- be baptized, our blessed Saviour ivould

hid the have told us so. And, therefore, instead
baptism of of the baptist asking us for a command
children.

^^ baptize infants, we have a right to

ask him to show us a command not to baptize

them. This is plain when we consider that

the covenant of Abraham was the covenant of

grace and faith, and therefore the same cove-

nant as that of Jesus Christ in the gospel. The
only change is in the greater clearness with
which Christ is manifested and preached, and in

the seal, which it has pleased God to alter from
the bloody rite of circumcision to the purifying

and mild rite of baptism. And if this be true,

as most surely it is, may we not rather ask
where we are commanded not to baptize infants ?

For suppose, by way of illustration, a case like

the following, (it may seem too familiar, but it

Illustra- will not on that account be inadmissi-
tionfrom j^j^n

^^ ^^g formerly the custom to in-
the mnocu- ^ . , , ., , -i ^, ,,

lation of
noculate children for the small pox,

children, but now it is the practice to vaccinate

them (that is) to innoculate them for the cow
pox. Suppose that vaccination were only proper

for grown people, would it not be expressly

forbidden for children ? Every one must per-

ceive that it would be so; for otherwise there

would be a danger lest people who had been in

the habit of innoculating children, when they

discovered that vaccination was put in the place of

innoculation, should certainly vaccinate them.
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It is plain, therefore, that if vaccination were
proper for little children nothing need be said

about it; but if it were improper for them it

would be expressly mentioned andforbidden.
Now apply this to circumcision and baptism.

Baptism takes the place of circumcision, just as

vaccination takes the place of innoculation.

Circumcision was applied to children ; there is

no command not to apply baptism to children.

But if it were wrong to baptize children there

would be a command not to baptize them; but
the baptist cannot show us any such command

;

hence as we find no command not to baptize

them, we conclude justly that it is right that

they should be baptized.
Case of Again we would put another case.

converted j£ ^^^g converted Jews had not been

v^at-ents
allowed to baptize their children, they

and their would most certainly have made great

probable complaints about it. For they would
thoughts, have reasoned something in this way

—

^^ When I was a Jew I was allowed to put my
" child into covenant with God; but now I am
'' a Christian you tell me that I must leave my
" poor little one to His uncovenanted mercy. I
^' thought that the gospel dispensation was mark-
^' ed by larger privileges and greater grace ? But
'^ how can this be ifmy poor child was allowed to
" be put into covenant with God by circumcision,
" but is not permitted to be put into covenantwith
" Him by baptism ?" Now it would be quite rea-

sonable for the converted Jew to make this com-
plaint, if his childwere not allowed to be baptized,

Por if this were true his child would have had
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greater privileges as a Jew than he could have as a

Christian. It is easy to see how strong such an

argument as this would have been in the mouths
of the judaising Galatian converts. We may-

conclude, therefore, that since v/e find no com-
plaint of this kind, there was no cause for such

complaint, but that the children of converted

Jews ivere received into covenant by baptism.

Assertion But, again it is said, that the first

that early converted Christians were baptists,

w'Ji-f'tr-
^^^ J^s^« ^^^^^^ himself was the first

tists,' un- baptist. Now to say that * Jesus

founded. Christ was a baptist is both weak and
ignorant. It is true that Jesus Christ was bap-

tized, but then it was with John^s baptism.

He never was baptized at all with Christian

baptism. And it may well be asked, how
could he be baptized in his own name, for

Christian baptism is in the name of the Son as

well as the Father and the Holy Ghost ?

* A baptist teacher in the town in which the author
lives, actually persuaded a woman to be re-baptized in the

Meeting-house, by telling her of the baptism of Christ,

and reading her the words, " Suffer it to be so now, for

thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness." It certainly

is a matter of surprise that one who thought himself capa-
ble of teaching others should have been so ignorant. Let
him read Acts xix. 3—5. He will there see that John's
baptism was totally different from the baptism ordained

by Christ, and that those who had been baptized in John's
baptism were baptized afterwards according to the baptism
ot Christ. There may, perhaps, be some semblance of

reason for confining John's baptism to adults, because it is

the baptism of repentance, and none could repent who
could "not-understand ; but the baptism of our blessed Lord
is for the remission of sins, and this is of free grace to
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Evidence But if it be said that the early
from early Christians were baptists, by which it

^* ^^^'
is meant that they did not baptize

their children, I would ask when the baptism of

children first began? We know well that this

question cannot satisfactorily be answered; for

as em'ly as we can read any thing about the

church ive read of the baptism of children.

One of the first controversies is that respect-

ing the exact time of baptizing children, whether
it should be on the eighth day, as circumcision
had been, or on some other day. Now it is

evident that when a dispute is only about the
manner of doing a thing, the thing itself is

allowed on all hands as right to be done. So
this very controversy about the proper day of

baptizing infants shows that it was an universal

practice to baptize or christen them.

Time of We may also add that no error is
the intro- -without a beginning, and that no error

Im-esies ^^^ ^^®^ crept into the'Church Catholic

Tcnown. without its being well known when it

children, according to the promise, and yet it will be seen

in examining the account of the baptism of John (4th part)

that there is every reason to conclude that the whole peo-

ple with their wives 2j\6.little oneswere all baptized by John.

We fear, however, that such abuse of Scripture truth can
scarcely be attributed to ignorance. It seems almost im-
possible to suppose that any educated person should read

the Scriptures with care and seriousness, and then teach

the poor and ignorant, that because our blessed Saviour,

born a Jew, was baptized at thirty years of age with John's

baptism, that therefore, the children who are Christians

by descent, must wait to be baptized with Christian bap-
tism till they are of maturer years,
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Ijegaii.* We know when the setting up of

worshipping images in churches began. We
know when the error of transubstantiation be-

gan ; but if the l^aptizing of httle children be an
error none can tell when the error began. We
therefore conclude that it is not an error, but
that it prevailed from the time of Christ and
His apostles.

Modern And here, in the last place, I would
ijrowth of earnestly entreat the persons who call

called
themselves baptists, to consider how

" baptist," they are setting up their own unsup-
and their ported opinions against the whole body
small num- of the church .general. Every church
^^** acknowledges and practices infant bap-

tism. The eastern or Greek church, the western

or Latin church, the Syrian church, the Abys-
sinian church, the protestant churches at home
and abroad, all hold sacred the rite of infant

baptism; and a fewf baptists are the only per-

sons that dissent from the general practice and
belief. These doctrines were never heard of till

the time of the anabaptists of Munster,{ a wild

* We know tkat there was no such title as universal

Bishop or Pope, until 600 years after Christ. That the

doctrine of transubstantiation had no authorized existence

until the Lateran Council, a. d., 1215, that the cup was
not denied to the laity until the Council of Constance, a.d.

1414, and that the doctrine of purgatory was not formally

recognized till a. d., 1545, at the Council of Trent.

'f They are truly only " a few," a mere handful when
compared with the many millions that make up the remain-

ing part of the Christian church.

X It is true that in the twelfth century a few persons

doubted of the propriety of infant baptism. They were
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sect that very much endangered the success of

the reformation by their great extravagancies.

Is it reasonable to suppose that they are right,

and that all the rest of the Christian body are

wrong? If it be so how is the promise of our
Lord to His church fulfilled, (" the gates of hell

shall not prevail against it ? '') If infant baptism
usurped the place of adult baptism, if century

after century rolled along and still the usurpa-

tion lasted, if it prevailed not in one section of

the church like the Romish errors, but in every

section, in the Greek, the Armenian, the Syrian,

the Abyssinian, so that throughout all the

churches of the world, the truth as it regards

baptism had utterly perished, and error had
universally taken its place, and brooded over

the whole of Christendom, how can it with any
fair shew of truth be said that Christ^s promise
to his church was kept either in the instance

above quoted or in that other, which is no less

strong—'^ that He would lead the church by the

Spirit into all truth ?^' For to this day there is

not one single great branch of the church catholic,

that with every desire to be led irito truth, has

answered by Petrus Claniacensis. He tells them that if

they were right in their doubts, then the consequence is,

that all Europe has not had a person for the last three

hundred, or perhaps four hundred years, baptized, and
that, therefore, there is not a Christian (sealed with the

seal appointed by Christ) in Europe.

It was somewhere about that time that the conversions

from the Heathen ceased. This is the reason of the cessa-

tion of adult baptism. As there were no converts from
heathenism there could be no adult person baptized.
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been conducted into this which they declare to be

a catholic verity.

Funda- In all other matters the great funda-
menfcd mental truths have been ever catholic*
truths have . > r . . i r • ^ a. i.'

beencatho-
truths, truths ot universal acceptation;

lie truths, error, undoubtedly, has crept in, and
in some instances it has been like the

rank luxuriance of ivy, hiding, shadowing, and
in its killing embrace well nigh destroying the

truth; but it is a general fact, and as true as it

is general, that the cardinal doctrines of the

Trinity in Unity, the Godhead and manhood of

Christ, the influence of the Holy Ghost, the

atonement and justification,f and the corrup-

tion and helplessness and alienation of the heart

of man, have been universally recognized in the

creeds and confessions of all the great branches

of the church of Christ.

No hope But again, if children have no right
for child- ^Q baptism they can have no claim to
ren on the lA tt* u ju-l
around salvation, r or none can be saved but

taken by those who are in covenant with God.
the " bap- " If ye be Christ's then are ye Abra-
tist." ham's seed, and heirs according to the

* Now certainly there can nothing of more weight be

said against religion than that it is new. Jewel Apol. ch.

V.
—" It is a free challenge betwixt us—let the elder have

us both—shew us more credit and age, and carrie it."

—

Bishop Hall.

t We must make some exception in regard to justifica-

tion by faith. Faber has ably shewn that it was held to

the twelfth century, even in the Romish church. From
that time it was entirely obscured, until the time of the

blessed reformation, when it became in the hands of the
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promise." The church following the Scripture,

pronounces all the seed of Christians to be holy,

and admits them to baptism. The baptists say

they are not holy, and so have no right to bap-
tism. But if they have no right to baptism, not
being holy, by what title can they enter heaven?
They are in no better state than the heathen.

This is and always must be an insuperable diffi-

culty in the way of the doctrines of the baptists.

It may be no great difficulty to those who have
long held the baptist errors, and yet it is diffi-

cult to conceive how even such, if they are

parents, can bear to see their little ones growing
up entire aliens from the covenant. To all

others it should ever be an insurmountable ob-
jection, for it makes the Christian scheme a law
of slavery instead of liberty—a scheme of death

instead of life. True, indeed, it is that under
the Abrahamic covenant, circumcision was a
bloody rite, but then in the very blood of the

infant was the written assurance of God's cove-

nant love; but take away baptism from the

infant, and then, though it is true he no longer

sheds the blood of circumcision, yet with the

blood he has lost his hope; and the little Jewish
child is a sealed inheritor of all the glorious pro-

mises of God to Abraham, while the child of

the Christian is a wTctched outcast, without
seal, sign, hope, or privilege.

Saxon reformer, the talisman of mighty power, to des-

troy error and revive truth. Even during the dark ages,

however, it found advocates in the heart of the valleys, and
the lamp though obscured was not quite put out.



94 NATURE AND EFFECTS OF BAPTISM.

Summary. If they should have some difficulties;

if they should be unable to see that which to most
others is so very plain, (viz.) that l^aptism is

Christian circumcision, that it is what St. Paul
(Col. ii. 11.) calls "the circumcision made
without hands/^* still ought not the universal

consent of the whole Christian church in this

matter to make them doubtful of their own
opinion ? Let me remind them that it has been
clearly proved that circumcision has nothing
whatever to do with the Mosaic covenant—it is

on the contrary God's own seal of the covenant
of grace and promise to Abraham. The cove-

nant of Moses came after that, but it could not
alter it or render it ineffectual. This the Apostle

Paul tells us in so many words, Gal. iii. 17,

—

" And this I say that the covenant which was
confirmed before of God in Christ, the law
which was four hundred and thirty years after,

cannot disannul, that it should make the promise
of none effect." Here we see that the covenant

of Abraham is called the covenant of God in

Christ, and that though the law came between
Abraham and Christ, yet it could not alter

the character of the covenant of Abraham which
was a covenant of grace and of Christ.

This, we repeat, shows the baptist that cir-

cumcision has nothing whatever to do with the

law of Moses, and hence that circumcision and

* It is most evident that this expression refers to bap-
tism—indeed the whole of the remainder of that and the

whole of the following chapter is grounded on baptism, its

privileges and its responsibilities.—See ch. iii, v. 1, 2, 3,

8, 9, 10, &c.
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haptism are both seals of the same covenant of
grace and of faith.
Expression And I would more especially appeal
of Calvin ^^ baptist parents in behalf of their

MptTstT^ children. Calvin says that the ana-

baptists make God a hard or cru^l

father of little children^ (durus pater infantium).

If God graciously allowed, nay, if he not only

allowed but commanded parents of old to put

their children into covenant with him, is He
changed ?—is he less gracious to Christians than

he was to the Israelites, or was it possible that

a child could enter into covenant with God in

ancient Israel, and is it impossible for a child to

enter into covenant with God in Christian Eng-
land ? The Scripture moreover declares that
" God willeth all men to be saved ;'' but the

refusal of the baptist to have his child baptized,

shews most certainly that he doubts wnether
God does not really desire his child's salvation,

that is, he doubts whether God is in Christ a
reconciled father.
Hie hap- We leave this part of the subject

tist dogma ^^^^r\^ these questions. We confess that
wicliurclies .-, n i. i.i i ^- ^

all our an- ^^^ more we renect upon the baptist

cestors. heresy, the more strange, the more
unnatural, the more contradictory to

the sympathies of the heart, as well as to the

principles of the gospel it appears. It not only

denies to the children of Christians the j^rivi-

leges of the Christian covenant, but it consigns

by a tremendous retrospective anathema every

buried member of every Catholic church to the

uncovenanted mercies of God. If the baptist
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dogma be true, there is not a single covenant
Christian l)uried in the church yards of Christian

England. The dead lie in their consecrated

beds with their feet to the East, and their faces

to the rising of the sun, awaiting the coming of

the Lord, and placed so as to catch in awaking
on their reviving countenances the first beams
of his rising glory—but they are not one of them
in the covenant says the baptist; they have
not entered into a covenant relation to God by
His own appointed way, for their baptism was
no baptism at all: nay, even the martyrs that in

their fiery cradles strangled the serpents of

Romish heresy, even they, the great and glorious

fathers of the Reformation, were never in Christ^s

visible kingdom on earth; for the only way of

entering into His visible kingdom is by baptism,

and they were not baptized. These conse-

quences will always prevent this heresy from
being even nearly universally received, even if the

pledge of Christ to his church for the truth did not

stand in its way. But the heresy is vigorously

pushed by its advocates, and it derives great

strength from the inattention of the advocates of

the truth. It is necessary that the clergy should

teach their flocks the blessings and the responsi-

])ilities of infant baptism. We warmly approve
the title which Mr. Budd has given to his work.
Call to the Infant baptism is, we truly believe
clergy to

^^Y\Xh. him, " the means of national re-

prelZlhed
generation." We would exhort all

in the parents, sponsors, and ministers, and
rubric. the young themselves, to consider this:

Let baptism be again administered, as presented
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in the rubric, in the course of the service in the

church; let sermons be preached at the time;

let the prayers of the congregation be solicited;

let the people be pleaded with on their baptismal
obligations ; let the worldling be remonstrated
with, and the faithful be comforted by their re-

collection ; and we doubt not but that a mighty
and general result will follow in the real vital

effectual regeneration of the kingdom.



CHAP. IV.

BAPTISMAL REGENERATION.

" Almighty God, who hast given us TJiy only begotten Son
to take our nature upon Him, and as at this time to he born

of a pure Virgin ; Grant that we being regenerate, and made
Tliy children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by
Thy Holy Spirit; through the same our Lord Jesus Christ,,

who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the same Spirit, ever

one God, world without end.'^—Collect for Christmas Day.

It is of the greatest importance to the subject

that we are considering that we should have
clear notions of the points which are disputed.

That a baptismal regeneration of some kind
is implied necessarily in the baptismal service it

is not possible to doubt. But it is often said

that the language of the services is that of charity

and hope, or such as would be true if every

thing was rightly done and in faith, or such as;

may hereafter become true. For a considera-

tion of the views on which these statements are

based I would refer the reader to pp. 62

—

66^

It is in the Article on Baptism that we must cer-

tainly look for the orderly and logical decision

of the church on this most important subject,

and to the article we would therefore, in the

first place, apply ourselves.
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Now the first clause of this Article runs

thus

—

'^ Baptism is not only a sign of profession

and mark of diiference whereby Christian men
are discerned from others"

—

Here then the church declares that baptism
is a distinguishing mark of Christian men, but
that it has a higher character than that of merely
making such distinction. AVhat that higher

character is the next and remaining part of the

Article explains.
^^ But it is also a sign of regeneration or

new birth, whereby as by an instrument they
that receive baptism rightly are grafted into the

church, the promises of forgiveness of sins and
of an adoption to be the sons of God by the

Holy Ghost, are visibly signed and sealed

;

Faith is confirmed and grace increased by virtue

of prayer unto God."*

* The following are some of the principal passages on
which the opinion of the church that baptism is more than
a sign of profession may be clearly supposed to rest.

1st.—The coupling together of water and the Holy
Ghost in John iii.

2nd.—The presence of the Holy Ghost brooding over

the water at the baptism of our Lord. To this the church
refers in the baptismal service.

3rd.—The fiery baptism at Pentecost, connected with
the special promise of the sending of the Holy Ghost.
John xvi. 7—14.

4th.—The announcement of John Baptist, " I indeed
baptize with water." " He shall baptize with the Holy
Ghost and with fire."

5tli.—The coupling of the water of regeneration and
the renewing of the Holy Ghost. Titus ii. v. 5.

6th.—The declaration 1 Cor. xii. 13, " That we are all

baptized by one spirit, and have been all made to drink

into one spirit."

H 2
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Now here the first clause contains the defi-

nition which the Church gives of baptism. It is

a sign or mark (signum) of regeneration or new
birth, i.e., it is a sign or mark that he is regene-

rated. But what is the meaning of this? Un-
doubtedly the words which follow declare. And
firsts it is like engrafting, i.e., it resembles it in

this, that a foreign shoot or twig is put into a
stock not its own: the parallel is, that the child,

which is a stranger to Christ, is put into the

body of Christ's church, it is made a member of

Christ; and this is the reason why the name
then given is called a Christian name. But to

be a member of Christ is to be a rightful sharer

of the promised forgiveness of sins and of adop-
tion. The baptizing, therefore, of an individual,

whether child or adult, since it is the grafting

him into the church, is the sealing of the for-

giveness of his sins and the adopting him as a

child of God.*

7th.—Also the text, Ephv. ^^. " That he might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the

word."
8th.—Perhaps too the peculiar connection in which the

word " sealing" is found, when coupled with the fact that

it was used by the earliest Christian writers as a synonyme
for baptism.

9th.—Lastly, the fact that this is the dispensation of

the Spirit according to the promise of our Lord, (John
xvi. 7.)

* This is in strict accordance with the definition of the

sacraments in the twenty-fifth Article. " They be not only
badges or tokens of Christian mens' profession, but rather

they be certain sure witnesses and effectual signs of grace and
God's good will to us, by the which he doth work invisibly

in us," &c.
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This is the baptismal regeneration of the

Article; and it is evident that the church in-

tends that some real benefit is sealed to the

child, and not merely that a siyn of something
which may hereafter take place is given ; for this

would be making baptism to be no more than
" a distinguishing mark of Christian men/'
which the Article has already expressly declared

to be a very insufficient view. When, there-

fore, it is said, as it sometimes is said, that it is

merely a sign of a promise, (that is,) that it is a

sign that if a man repents he will be forgiven, a

statement is made which most certainly is in-

commensurate with the words of the Article. The
Article (it must never be forgotten) is framed
primarily for adults, and the baptized adult is

supposed to have repentance and faith, and thus

washes, like St. Paul, his sins away in baptism

;

for the admission into covenant with Christ

cancels every debt. It is exactly the same with
the infant, " for the promise is to you and to

your children," the same to the children of

Christians as to Christians themselves; they are

regenerated, (i.e.) they are made members of

the regeneration (Matt. xix. 28) with aU its ac-

companying privileges.

Explana- Having thus considered briefly the
iion of the language of the Article, let us next

neraHon^as consider the Services. This is so well

given in'the done by a friend of the Author's in a

church small tract, that he has transferred a
services. main part of his reasoning, with some
alterations, into this work. The words of the

tract are, with some variations, as follows:
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" " The church of England having used the

word regenerate in her three baptismal services^

in the service for confirmation, and also in the

twenty-seventh Article ; if any doubt exists as

to the meaning intended to be attached to it, we
naturally look into them to see if they contain

any explanation. In the Article it is explained

by the words, " The new birth ;^^ and baptism
itself spoken of as that " whereby they that re-

ceive it rightly are grafted into the church ; the

promises of forgiveness of sins, and of our adop-

tion to be the sons of God by the Holy Ghost,

are visibly signed and sealed^^—words which
afford some clue to its intended meaning.

" In the first address (Off. of Publ. Bapt.),

after stating the necessity of regeneration, the

congregation are called on to pray for it on be-

half of the infant, and it is called " that thing

which by nature he (the child) cannot have,^'

and it is explained to be " baptism with water

and the Holy Ghost," " introduction into

Christ's holy church," and " the being made a

lively member of the same." In the second
prayer, the congregation ask, as the necessary

consequence of coming to baptism, that the

child ^^may receive remission of his sins by
spiritual regeneration." In the exhortation

grounded upon the portion of the gospel of St.

Mark, and in answer to their previous prayers,

the congregation are bid "not to doubt, but earn-

estly believe, that God will favourably receive

the infant, embrace him with the arms of His
mercy, give the blessing of eternal life, and make
him partaker of His eternal kingdom.'' In the
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prayer preceding the naming of the child, they

pray that this child may receive the fulness of

God^s grace, and ever remain in the number of

His faithful and elect children.
^' But if more exphcit interpretation of the

word be needed, it is given in the declaration

after the child is baptized: "^ Seeing. . . . that this

child is regenerate, and grafted into the body of

Christ's church;" coupled with the prayer, "that

it may lead the rest of its life according to this

beginning-'' a prayer utterly inconsistent with the

behef that no real blessing has been conferred.

After which comes a thanksgiving, that the child

is regenerated with God's Holy Spirit, and
received for His own by adoption, followed by
a prayer that he may realize in a true death to

sin and a true living to righteousness, all those

great blessings to which baptism has given him
a real title.

" In the service of confirmation the Church
prays that God, " Having vouchsafed to regen-

erate these His servants by water and the Holy
Ghost, and having given unto them forgiveness

of all their sin«, will strengthen them with the

Holy Ghost the Comforter, and increase (not
' begin ') his gifts in them.''

" While, to complete the whole, a declaration

is appended to the service, that it is certain by
God's word that children which are baptized

d^dng before they commit actual sin are un-
doubtedly saved?

"Itwould seem, then, that even were the word
'' regeneration" expunged from all the four ser-

vices and the articles, their meaning would be
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the same—an explicit declaration of the sealing

of the gifts of the Holy Spirit to the infant in

baptism.

"But many members of the Church of Eng-
land, who, disbelieving such a declaration, are

anxious to sliew, that whilst officially declaring

it, she did not mean to assert that it was in all

cases the fact, have supposed the difficulty re-

moved in the following manner :
" The church

catechism has'^ (they say), " laid down repent-

ance and faith as required from those who come
to baptism. The infant, unable to answer for

itself, does so by its sponsors ; and the church,

in charity, receives that profession as sincerely

made, and declares on that supposition that the

child is regenerate.'^ Now this very view the

Author long held, till in honesty he was obliged

to abandon it, finding that in the case of private

baptism,—which, as to the safety of the child,

is held to be equally valid with public baptism,

—no sponsors are required, no profession of re-

pentance or faith either asked for or given ; and
yet, upon the simple use of water in the name
of the Holy Trinity, the child is declared rege-

nerate with God's Holy Spirit, received as God's
own child by adoption, and incorporated into

his holy church. And when this same child is

brought publicly into the church, the minister

is directed " not to christen the child again, but
to receive it as one of the flock of true Christian

people ;" and ^' to certify " that the child having
been born in original sin, and in the wrath of God,
is by the laver of regeneration in baptism re-

ceived into the number of the children of God,
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and heirs of eternal life; so that the child is

received into the \asible congregation in right of

its previous reception into that number. He
further observed, that after this declaration,

and not before it, the sponsors are called upon
for a profession of faith, clearly showing this

profession to be an acknowledgment on the

child^s part that it is bound to make a return of

true faith and obedience to God his Father, for

the covenant blessings already bestowed, and
this is confirmed by looking back to the address

made in the office of public baptism to the

sponsors, who are called upon to make these

promises for the child, not in order to give the

church the opportunity of declaring the child

regenerate, but because " our Lord Jesus Christ

hath promised in his gospel to grant all those

things which ye have prayed for, which promises
he on his part will most surely keep and per-

form ;^' and therefore (i. e. in gratitude for the

exceeding richness of his unfailing promises,

and not as a condition for obtaining them) this

infant must faithfully promise, &c.
^^ Still in the desire of some to exculpate the

church from what they think unscriptural views,

the words of the catechism are adduced. That
catechism, however, commences this subject

by stating, 1st, that the two sacraments are

generally necessary to salvation, and that in

each sacrament are two things, an outward sign

and an inward grace ; that grace in baptism
being a death unto sin, a new birth unto right-

eousness, and a being made the children of

grace. The succeeding question, What is re-
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quired of persons to be baptized? does not, as

to its mere words, imply that what is required is

essential to the nature of the thing done, but
only to be that which is required by the disci-

pline of the church. But supposing the things

required to be essential to the nature of this sa-

crament, what are they? Repentance whereby
they forsake sin, and faith—faith whereby they
stedfastly believe the promises of God made to

them in that sacrament. Neither of these, from
the nature of the case, can be experienced by
infants; and no promise or profession of any
kind is required in that service which is ordered

for those times of emergency, in which all things

not essential are dispensed with. It is evident

that the church baptizes infants because she

believes infants to have an hereditary and, we
may now almost call it, a natural right to the

ordinance ; she believes (Art.) infant baptism to

be " most agreeable to the institution of Christ,^'

through whose precious death ^^ the grace of

God has appeared unto all men,'' and whose
promises are to us and '^ to our children.'^

'^ In short, the church of England has expli-

citly in its catechism required at the hands of

the sponsors, when there are any, a faithful, un-
doubting belief in the promises of God to the

child in this sacrament; and the church of

England has also, without any profession of

faith or repentance, or any other condition but
the simple baptizing with water in the name of

the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost, taken upon herself (with what truth is

not here the question) to declare the child
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regenerate with the Holy Spirit, received by
adoption^ incorporated into God's church, par-

taker of the death of His Son, and an heir of

everlasting life."

It will not be unacceptable to the reader that

we should in the next place introduce the fol-

lowing extract and summary from the works of

Bishop Hopkins.
Baptism " The subject, which I now intend to

appointed pj-Qsecute, is concerning baptism; and

for our^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ordinance is appointed by

sanctifica- Christfor our sanctification,

Hon. " And here observe, that, to be sanc-

tified, imports, in the proper signification of it,

no other than to be appointed, separated, or

dedicated to God. And, therefore, in Scripture,

whatsoever is set apart for the use and service of

God, whether persons, or places, or things, is

said to be holy, or to be sanctified to the Lord.
So, the first-bom are said to be sanctified to the

Lord, Exod. xiii. 2 ; and Aaron and his sons, to

be consecrated and sanctified to minister unto the

Lord, Exod. xxviii. 41. And so, for places,

Moses was commanded to sanctify the moun-
tain Sinai, that is, to make it holy, by setting it

apart only for God's appearance on it, and that

the people might not come near to touch it,

Exod. xix. 23 : thus, the tabernacle, and after-

wards the temple, are said to be sanctified,

Numb. vii. 1 ; for, being set apart only for the

worship and service of God, they were thereby
made relatively holy : so we read that the ground
on which Moses stood, is, by God himself,

called holy, Exod. iii. 5 ; and Mount Tabor, on
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whicli our Saviour was groriously transfigured,

is, by the apostle, called the holy mount, 2 Peter

i. 18, because of the special appearance of God
in those places, which did then hallow and con-
secrate them. And then, as for things, a man
is said to sanctify his house to be holy unto the

Lord, Levit. xxvii. 14, and to sanctify his field.

V. 16, when the rent of the one and the profits

of the other were devoted unto God, for the

maintenance of his service and servants. And
so, in innumerable other places, the word sanc-

tify is thus used ; and the import of it is no
other than to signify the dedication of a person,

thing, place, or time unto God.

Two kinds " There are two ways of dedication
ofdedica- -u^^q Qod ; whereby his title takes
^^^'

place, and what is so devoted be-

comes His.

^^ The one external, by men ; as in the in-

stances before cited: whereby there was no
change at all Avrought in the nature of the thing

thus dedicated, but only a change in the relation

and propriety of it. As in a field devoted to

God, there was no other change, but only in re-

lation to the owner; God himself becoming the

proprietor, and receiving the increase of it by
His immediate servants and ministers. And
thus the piety of our ancestors hath sanctified

the tenth part of the increase of the land unto
God, for the maintenance of His worship.

"The other dedication is internal, and wrought
by God himself. And thus He is said to sej)a-

rate or dedicate persons to liimself, when, by
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the effectual operation of the Holy Ghost upon
them, he endows them with those habits, which
enable them to do him service.

'' Not to heap up many places, we have both
of these, Acts xiii. 2. Separate unto me Bay^-

nabas and Saul, for the ivork, whereunto I have

called them. Here is their external separation :

they were to be dedicated, to be sanctified, or

made holy persons by the church : Separate

unto me ; that is, set these men apart, and ap-

point them by a solemn mission for my work
and service in the ministry. Here is, likewise,

their internal dedication; whereby God had set

them apart for Himself, by the gifts and graces

of His Spirit wrought in them : Separate them
to the work, ivhereunto I have called them : i.e.

whereunto I have inwardly both inclined, and
fitted, and furnished them.
A twofold '• xVs there is this twofold dedication
sanctifica- qj. separation, so there is also a twofold
^°'*'

sanctification.

" There is an external, relative, or ecclesiasti-

cal sanctification; which is nothing else but the

devoting or giving up a thing or person unto God,
by those who have a power so to do.

^^ There is an internal, real, and spiritual sanc-

tification: and, in this sense, a man is said to be
sanctified, when the Holy Ghost doth infuse

into his soul the habits of divine grace, and
maketh him partaker of the divine nature,

whereby he is inwardly quahfied to glorify God
in a holy life."

"To be admitted, therefore by baptism into

the Church of Christ, is to be admitted into the
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state of regeneration or the renewing of all

things, and it is called therefore the washing of

regeneration, Titus 3, 5J'

The bishop then asserts that baptism is the

immediate means of our external and relative

sanctification or separation to God.
There are but two regiments of men, the one

is of the world, of which Satan is the prince, the

other of the church, of which Christ is Lord.

The church of Christ is two-fold, visible and
invisible.

The visible comprehends all that profess the

name of Christ.

The invisible are all true and faithful be-

lievers.

The visible church is the net, (Matt. xiii. 4J,)

which contained every kind of fish, good and
bad; and the floor (Luke iii. I'J,) wherein is both
chaff and wheat.

In the same way the satanical church (the

ecclesia malignantium) is visible and invisible:

the visible consists of heathens, mahomedans,
apostates; the invisible of worldly men, false

professors.

Hence it follows that all that are nominally

of the church are, in a sense, taken out of the

world, and so are in ecclesiastical, i.e. in general

Scripture language, called saints.

He shews this by various texts both in the

Old Testament and in the New, as {e.g.) Deut.
xxxii. 9, " The Lord's portion is His people,'^

(meaning Jacob) ; and yet Rom. ix. 6, " all that

were of Israel were not Israel.'^ And again, he
says, we find sanctification and hohness ascribed
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to those who were never otherwise sanctified

than by external separation from the world, as

in 1 Cor. i. 2; for there were some in this church
that denied the resurrection, and were guilty of

the worst crimes, &c. &c. So, too, Deut. xiv. 1,
'' ye are the children of the Lord your God ;"

and yet " with many of them God was not well

pleased.'^

So Rom. ix. 4—They had " the adoption,"

they did not enjoy the effectual adoption, but
they were the children of God, being separated

from the world and brought, by the love of God
through Christ, under an ecclesiastical economy
and dispensation of holy ordinances.

Again he adds, to be members of the church
visible is sufficient to style men members of

Christ. So our Saviour Himself speaks, John
XV. 2. So also, St. Paul, Rom. xi. 17—for these

barren and therefore broken branches of the

vine and the olive, are members of His body, not
by a vital union, but by an eccleciastical and
political incision.

He thus concludes—" I suppose I have now
made it sufficiently clear that aU taken out of

the world into the visible church of Christ may,
according to the phrase and expression of Scrip-

ture, be called saints, children of God, and
members of Christ.

And then further. Doubtless so far baptism
is a means of sanctification, as it is the solemn
admission of persons into the visible church, as it

separates them from the world and from all

false religions in it, and brings them out of the

visible kingdom of the devil into the visible
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kingdom of Christ. For if all that are admitted

into the visible church are thereby, as I have
proved, dignified with the title of saints and
the children of God, then by baptism, which is

the solemn way of admitting them into the

church, they may, with very good reason, be said

to be made saints, the children of God, and
members of Christ.

To such saints as these all the ordinances of

the church are due till excommunication.
" Such a baptismal regeneration as this is,

must needs be acknowledged by all that will not
shut their eyes against the clear light of

Scripture."

"Infants then are regenerated as they are

incorporated into the church of Christ, for this

is called regeneration, (Matt. 19t--28.) "Ye
which have followed me in the regeneration,^'

fi. e. in planting my church which is the renew-
ing of the world. And, therefore, the apostle

(2 Cor. 5^^*17)5 saying that old things are passed
away, all things are become new, is thought to

allude to Is. Ixv. 17. ^'Behold I create new
heavens and a new earth, and the former shall

not be remembered." And this state of the

gospel was by the Jews frequently called " The
world to come," and so likewise it is called by
the apostle, Heb. ii. 5. " Unto the angels hath
He not put in subjection the world to come.
Whereof we speak."

So far Bishop Hopkins, to whose valuable

treatise the reader is referred. It will be seen

that the Bishop's view is that taken by the writer

of this treatise, with this only difference, that



BAPTISMAL REGENERATION. 113

he does not so clearly bring out that truth

which is, however, strictly and necessarily im-
plied in his reasoning, that God thy^ough the death

of His dear Son has shewn himself to be a recon-

ciled Father, and that therefore the truths sealed

in baptism are real truths, although men may
never realise them. Their sins are all committed
against redeeming and paternal love. ^' I have
nourished and brought up a children, and they
have rebelled against me. The ox knoweth his

owner and the ass his master's crib, but Israel

doth not know, my people doth not consider."

Isaiah i. v. 2, 3.

I will next state at length, as an authority,

which, with a very large section of the church
win justly have considerable weight, the recorded

sentiments of the late Mr. Simeon.

Extract In the baptismal service, we thank
from Mr. Qq^ for ha\^ng regenerated the bap-

loorT^s de-
'^i^ed infant by his Holy Spirit. Now

fending the from hence it appears, that in the opi-

use of the nion of our Reformers, regeneration
term rege- and remission of sins did accompany

a7bTtil baptism. But in what sense did they

malservice. hold this sentiment ? Did they main-
tain that there was no need for the

seed"^ then sown in the heart of the baptized

person to grow up and bring forth fruit; or that

* This expression has its origin and authority in St.

John, 1st Ep. iii. 9. " Whatsoever is born of God sin-

neth not, for his seed remaineth in him, and he cannot
sin because he is born of God."

Now the birth of or from God, or the regeneration

visibly signed and sealed in baptism, is in all probability in

I
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he could be saved in any other way than by a

progressive renovation of his soul after the

the first place, that which St. John alludes to. But then,

how does he refer to it ? most evidently in order to show
that its reality and virtue admits of a test, and that unless

it stands that test it is for all saving purposes of little or

no value. It is the object of the Apostle to show, that

where there is true faith, then also there are and there

must be the fruits of true faith—that where there is a
heavenly birth, then of necessity there must be a heavenly

life. He addresses then those to whom he is writing as

the sons of God, (v. 2.) but then (v. 3), he says that the

faithful sons of a pure father must be pure too, and again

(v. 5), that the very object of the manifestation of Christ

was to take away sin, and that therefore it is impossible

that they who continue in sin can be " abiding in Christ,"

(in other words) can be in heart (though they may be in

privilege) children of God, for (v. 8), " he that committeth
sin is of the devil.'' Works, then, are declaratory of

parentage, (as Christ told the Jews, ye are of your father

the devil, John viii. 44), for if a man is really God's child,

that is, if his heart is changed, if he is converted, then the

seed of change and conversion and a new nature " re-

maineth in him," just as the seed of the old Adam in all

his descendants, andJie the converted child of God does
his father's work, just as the unconverted does his father's.

Although it be from this text, therefore, that as far as

it is scriptural the term baptismal seed seems to be derived,

the text itself when examined, would rather seem to prove
the reverse of that, for which it is used. And, therefore,

instead of its being deducible from this passage, that bap-
tismal regeneration implies necessarily the sowing at that

very time of the seed of a new nature, it seems to prove,

if the proof of any doctrine can be rested on a single pas-

sage, that no one, though baptismally regenerate, has the

true seed of a changed nature who does not bear the true

fruit. " In this the children of God are manifest and the

children of the devil : whosoever doeth not righteousness

is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.'*

John iii. 10. It may, therefore be concluded, and I would
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Divine image? Had they asserted any such
doctrine as that it would have been impossible

for any enUghtened person to concur with them.
But nothing can be conceived more repugnant
to their sentiments than such an idea as this; so

far from harbouring such a thought, they have,

and that too in this very prayer, taught us to

look to God for that total change both of heart

and life which loiig since their days has begun to

be expressed by the term regeneration. After

thanking God for regenerating the infant by His
Holy Spirit, we are taught to pray ' that he,

being dead unto sin and living unto righteous-

ness,^ may crucify the old man, and utterly

abolish the whole body of sin, and then de-

claring a total change to be the necessary

means of his obtaining salvation, we add, ^' so

that finally with the residue of Thy holy church
he may be an inheritor of Thine everlasting

kingdom.'^ Is there (I would ask) any person
that can require more than this? or does God
in his Word require more?

There are two things to be noticed in refer-

ence to this subject—the term regeneration and
the thing. The term occurs but twice in the

Scriptures; in one place it refers to baptism,

and is distinguished from, the renew^ing of the

Holy Ghost, which, however, is represented as

attendant on it; and in the other place it has a

totally distinct meaning unconnected \xi\\\ the

say this with great submission, whether, notwithstanding
the weight and authority of the names of those who use
the expression, there is not in the phrase baptismal seed,

an idea conveyed which is calculated to mislead the mind.

I 2
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subject. Now the term they use as the Scrip-

ture uses it, and the thing they require as

strongly as any person can require it. They do
not give us any reason to imagine that an adult

person can be saved without experiencing all that

modern divines have included in the term regene-

ration ; on the contrary they do both there and
in the Liturgy insist upon a radical change of

both heart and life. Here, then, the only ques-
tion is not ' whether a baptized person can be
saved l)y that ordinance without sanctification,^

but whether God does always accompany the

sign with the thing signified? Here is certainly

room for difference of opinion; but it cannot
be positively decided in the negative ; because
w^e cannot know or even judge respecting it in

any case whatever except by the fruits that fol-

low; and, therefore, in all fairness it may be
considered only as a doubtful point; and if we
appeal, as we ought to do, to the Holy Scrip-

tures, they certainly do, in a very remarkable
way, accord with the expressions in our Liturgy.

St. Paul says, by one Spirit we are all baptized

into one body, whether we be Jev»^s or Gentiles,

whether we be bond or free ; and have been all
made to drbik into one Spirit.^ And this he
says of all the visible meml^ers of Christ^s

body, (1 Cor. xii. 13—27.) Again, speaking of

the whole nation of Israel, infants as well as

adults, he says, " They were all baptized unto
Moses in the cloud and in the sea ; and did all
cat the same spiritual meat; and did all drink

the same spiritual drink; for they drank of that

spiritual Rock that followed them; and that
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Mock was Christ" (1 Cor. x. 1—4.) Yet, be-

hold, in the very next verse, he tells us that

Vvdth many of them God was displeased, and
overthrew them in the wilderness.^' In r^nother

place he speaks yet more strongly still
—" As

many of you," says he, " as are baptized into

Christ have put on Christ." Here we see Avhat

is meant by the expression " baptized into

Christ: it is precisely the same expression as

that before mentioned, of the IsraeUtes being
" baptized unto Moses:' (the preposition ^'Q is

used in both places; it includes all that had
been initiated into his religion by the rite of

baptism; and of them universally does the

apostle say they have put on Christ.^ Now I

ask, have not the persons, who scruple the use

of that prayer in the baptismal ser\dce, equal

reason to scruple the use of these different ex-

pressions ?

Again, St. Paul says—" Repent and be bap-
tized every one of you for the remission of sins^^

(Acts ii. 38, 39). And in another place,
'^ Baptism doth now save us," (1 Pet. iii. 21),

And speaking elsewhere of baptized persons

who were unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ, he says—" He hathforgotten
that he ivas purgedfrom his old sins, (2 Pet. i. 9).

Does not this very strongly countenance the

idea which our Reformers entertained—that the

remission of our sins, and the regeneration af

our souls, is attendant on the baptismal rite?

Perhaps it will l)e said that the inspired writers

spake of persons who had been baptized at an
adult age. But if they did so in some places,

they certainly did not in others ; and where they
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did not they must be understood as compre-
hending all, whether infants or adults; and
therefore the language of our Liturgy, which is

not a whit stronger than theirs, may be both
subscribed and used without any just occasion

of offence.
" Let me, then, speak the truth before God

:

though I am no Arminian, I do think the re-

finements of Calvin have done great harm in the

Church ; they have driven multitudes from the

plain and popular way of speaking used by the

inspired writers, and have made them unrea-

sonably and unscripturally squeamish in their

modes of expression; and I conceive that the

less addicted any person is to systematic accu-

racy, the more he will accord -v^dth the inspired

writers, and the more he will approve the views
of our reformers. I do not mean, however, to

say that a slight alteration m two or three in-

stances would not be an imj^rovement, since it

would take oif a burthen from many minds, and
supersede the necessity of laboured exj^lanations:

but I do mean to say that there is no such objec-

tion to these expressions as to deter any con-

scientious person from gi\'ing his unfeigned

assent and consent to the Liturgy altogether,

or from using the particular expressions which
we have been endeavouring to explain.'^

—

Simeon's Works, vol. ii. p. 259.
Baptismal It \\'ill be evident from this extract,
regenera- -wrhat Mr. Simeon^s views were in re-

iTmI spect to the use of this term regenera-

Simeon. ' tion, as appUed to baptism. It is clear

that he held baptismal regeneration to

be the doctrine of the reformed Church of Eng-
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land. But if this be granted it still becomes a

matter of nice, but most important enquiry,

what exactly the sense is, that is to be attached
to the term. I think we shall see this more
clearly by tracing it up to what is evidently its

spring or fountain among the Jews.
Meaning Now it is well observed by Wall, in

femem"" ^'^^ Introduction, (Hist, of Infant Bap-

Uon.
' tism), that the meaning and full import

of a rule given in an}^ old book for the

doing of any thing, is not so well apprehended
by us, unless we understand the history of that

nation and that time in which the said rule was
given. For it is common for a rule or law to be
so worded as that one may perceive the law-

giver has supposed or taken it for granted that

the people to whom it was given did already

know and understand some things which were,

previous to the apprehending his meaning, so

that it were needless to express them. Our
Saviour's law, he then adds for baptizing all

nations, is set down in very short and general

words—and many people have doubted whether
infants ought to be baptized. To ascertain this

historically, they should discover, 1st, the prac-

tice of the Jews in baptizing, and 2ndly, that of

the primitive Christians.
The Jews Now, 1st.—The custom'of the Jews

baptized before our Saviour's time, Avas to bap-
pi ose y es.

^-^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ circumcise any pro-

selyte from the Gentitles. And so in all ages,

(says Maimonides), " when an Ethnic or Gentile

is willing to enter into covenant and gather him-

self under the wings of the Majesty of God^' and
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take upon him the yoke of the law, he must be
circumcised and baptized, and bring a sacrifice

as it is written, (Num. xv, 15), "As you are so

shall the stranger he." How are you ? By
circumcision, baptism, and bringing a sacrifice.

So likewise the stranger, by circumcision, bap-

tism, and bringing a sacrifice.^' To explain this.

The Jews it is to be observed that the Jews con-
considered ceived themselves as a nation to have

to^have^^
been baptized once for all, as described

been bap- Exod. xix. 10, just before the giving

tized as a of the law ; and having thus been
nation. baptized as a nation themselves, they
held it right that every heathen proselyte should

also be baptized. But then considering that

this baptism was of an hereditary nature in its

efficacy, they did not think it necessary for the

children of Gentile proselytes, born after their

parents' baptism, to be baptized any more than
Opinions of their own. Selden observes that, 1
Selden and Cor. X. 1, 2, would not have been

^nTcZ^ clear to the Jews, had it not been that

X. 1, 2. they looked on themselves to have all

entered into covenant by baptism

:

and Hammond is of the same opinion.
Baptism Both the Misna and the Gemara,

of infant Selden observes, agree that a child of
prose y es.

^^^^^ g^ little age might be made a
proselyte : and the Gemara answers the objec-

tion which might be made by reason of their

non-age, saying :

—

'' They are wont to baptize

such a proselyte in infancy, upon the profession

of the house of judgment, fi. e, the court), for

this is for his (joodP The gloss upon the Ge-
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mara adds, " the three men have the care of

the infantas baptism according to the law of the

baptism of proselytes, which requires three men
who do so become to him a father." So that

Profession as Selden observes, a proselyte, if of
hy proxy,

^gg^ made profession to the court that

he would keep Moses' law, but in the case of

minors, the court itself did profess the same
thing in their name: just as in the Christian

church the Godfathers and Godmothers do.

The reason we thus see given by the Gemara
for the baptism of infant proselytes is this :

—

A proselyte that is an infant, they are wont to

baptize upon the knowledge or profession of the

house of judgment (or court), because it is for

his good. This profession made by the house of
Origin of judgment {or court), for the infant is

sponsors, considered by Selden and all learned

theological antiquarians to have been the origin

of sponsors.
Reason It may be observed that, in addition

additional
^^ ^^jg ^j^^ ^r},ich. is given by Selden

of adoption i -i p.i • • r

ofsjjonsors
^^^ Others, of the origm of sponsors, is

by Christ- that also which is commonly assigned,

tian viz., the necessity of the case. By
Church. the necessity of the case, I mean, that

which arose from the constant orphanage pro-

duced by persecution. For it was most import-

ant that there should be some persons pledged

to educate young children who had been bap-
tized, in the event of the death of their parents.

Tlie great honour paid to the sacrament of

baptism, made the early church feel this very

strongly. They felt it a deep dishonour done to
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God, that the heathen should bring wp those

loho had been consecrated to Him. They felt

that the child had been put by baptism under
the sujoerintending agency of the Holy Spirit

and that it would be most dreadful to resign it

again to the teaching of idolaters and the doc-
trines of devils. They, therefore, adopted the

Jewish custom of profession by the house of

judgment, which in common language is profes-

sion by sponsors.

A reason It may be added that these cases of
ofasimi- necessity were very similar in both

ter existed
churches, and that the want which led

in the Jew- the early Christian church to adopt the
ish church. Jewish custom was very like that

which led the Jewish church at first to originate

it. For very many of the Jewish proselytes

were Gentile infants that had been exposed, and
who were discovered and taken up by the Jews,
or else those that were taken in war ; and it was
necessary for such little ones, whose parents

were in all cases Gentiles, and either dead or

unknown, that there should be some among
God^s people who would answer in their names
as it respected the fulfilling of their part in the

covenant, and undertake that they should be
brought up in the true faith.

It was a very common thing with the

heathen to expose their infants, so that Dr.

Lightfoot says that the baptizing of infants was
a thing as well known in the Jewish church as

it has ever been in the Christian church.—See

Lightfoot's Horse Hebr. on Matt. iii. 6.
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No douht We conclude then, without any doubt
iibout the Qj. liesitation, that it was always the

infanh
custom among the Jews to baptize the

infants of proselytes, on their first ad-

mission, if they had them; or we may put it thus—
All persons ivhom they baptized at all, they bap-

tized in infancy if they had the poioer to do so.

Our blessed Lord, therefore, took baptism
as he found it, only that He exalted it to a
higher purpose. He abolished (tacitly) circum-
cision probably because it seemed particularly

connected with the Hebrew stock of privileges,

and put baptism into its place; and it is on this

account that it is called (Col. ii. 11.) ^^ the cir-

cumcision made without hands,^^ and more dis-

tinctly ^^ the circumcision of Christ.^^

Thehap- But in carrying on the custom of
tism of infant baptism as shewn by history,

from the Jewish to the Christian

church, it may be said that there is a break in

the baptism of John which intervened between
that of the Jewish and Christian baptism. For
John's was the baptism of repentance, and it is

objected that confession of sins was made when
baptism was administered by him :—" they were
baptized of him in Jordan confessing their sins,''

(Matt. iii. 6.)
;—and that therefore infants could

not have been baptized by John.

The pa- In regard to this it is to be ob-
triarchal served, as above, that it was the cus-

the Vews ^^^ ^^ suffer infants to be proselytes,

and the

'

^^^^ to become so by baptism, because

feeling of it was for their good. If, therefore,
headship, infants were so far privileged in a case
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in which they could not exercise their own dis-

cretion, and that because it was for their good,

it is most reasonable to suppose that in this case

where their good was also to be atchieved, the

same privilege would be extended. The feeling

of headship was very strong, both nationally

among the Jews and universally among all

nations. To this strong feeling, derived no
doubt, as far as the Jews were concerned, from
their own Scriptures, must be attributed the

ready following of the head of the family in the

cases of the household of Lydia, Stephanas,
and the Philippian jailor. And when we con-
sider the universal and uninterrupted national

practice in this respect, the actual entering into

covenant by children, both generally, as at Horeb
and Sinai, wcid particularly as in every individual

case of circumcision; and when we couple it

with the common practice of baptizing infant

proselytes, we cannot doubt but that parents,

when they were baptized confessing their ow^n
Little chil- sins in Jordan, would take their little

%Zabk^ ones that they might be baptized also.

Zltizedby ^^' Lightfoot well observes (Hor.

John. Heb. on Matt, iii.) " I dont believe

Light- that the people that flocked to John's
foot's baptism were so forgetful of the cus-
opmion.

^^j^ ^£ their nation as not to bring

little children with them to be baptized. The
recollection of the strong feeling they enter-

tained in regard to the hereditary consequences

of sin (" Master, who did sin, this man or his

parents, that he was born blind,'' John ix. 2.)

would add still further confirmation, if such were
needed, to this conclusion."
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Confession It is evident, moreover, from the
not in- baptism of our blessed Saviour, that
variable. r - r • ^ i •

coniession oi sm was not made in

actual words by every one that was baptized;

for Jesus was submitting silently to the ordi-

nance when John interrupted him. We may,
therefore, conclude that as John preached re-

pentance and baptized, the very fact of being
baptized was considered as tantamount to a con-
fession that the mdividual was a sinner, for this

John Baptist himself evidently thought, and it

made the difficulty with him in baptizing

the Lord.

One objection has been made to that which
we have shewn to have been the universal cus-

tom of the Jews, viz. that of baptizing; and it

is grounded on this question—" A¥hy baptizest

thou then, if thou be not the Christ, nor Elias,

neither that prophet?" The answer is that

John was not baptizing proselytes, but Jews

;

and it was the baptizing of Jews, who believed

themselves all to have an hereditary baptism.

See p. 120; not the fact of his baptizing at all

that perplexed them.
Baptism of But it is not so much the practice
proselytes ^£ infant baptism as the language in

nevj birth
which it was spoken of that we are

considering. In regard to this then,

there is no doubt but that the baptism of a pro-

selyte was called his new birth, regeneration, or

being born again. So strong was the feeling in

which these expressions originated, that some
of the Jewish doctors thought that a prose-

lyte after baptism ceased altogether to be con-
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nected with his natural relatives. " The Gentile

that is made a proselyte, and the slave that is

made free, is like a child new-born/' (Maimon
Hor. Hebr.) So Tacitus writes that the first

thing the Jews taught their proselytes was to

renounce their country, kindred, &c. It is to

this feeling that St. Paul most probably alludes,

(2 Cor. V. 16, 17.) " Henceforth know we
no man after the flesh."

New state. " The rabbis," says Wall, " do much
enlarge upon this privilege of a proselyte being

put into a neiv state, and putting off all his

former relations: those that were a-kin to him
before are now so no longer; but he is just as if

New mo- he were born of a new mother. Hence,
ther. perhaps, the ready use in the Scrip-

ture of the phrase " new creature," '^ new born
babe," (1 Pet. ii. 2.) modes of expression, which
were quite familiar to St. Peter and St. Paul,

and the other apostles, as they were Jews,* and
* It should not, indeed be supposed, that these expres-

sions were, so to speak, found accidentally to prevail among
the Jews, and that being so found, they were transferred

as convenient and intelligible by inspired men, (or rather

by the Holy Spirit which inspired them), into the Christian

economy. Undoubtedly they were expressions of the mind

of God in botb dispensations : they characterized the view
in which He that is all seeing beheld the matter of baptism
in either case : but the first was a type of the second. The
baptism of the proselyte was the putting of the individual

into the family of God's earthly people, that of the convert

to Christianity or of his little one, is the putting them or

his child into the great family of God in Christ. More-
over, however correctly these phrases express a new state,

they cannot be for a moment said to be realised in the

extent of their meaning till that which is externally signi-

fied is truly, deeply and internally felt.
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corning from them with pecuhar force when
apphed to a state of Christian privilege and
grace."
John iii. "We cannot^ perhaps, introduce in

ir~^^; any place better than in this a few

versation words on the subject of our Lord^s

of Christ conversation with Nicodemus, (John
with Nico- iii. 1— 10.) as its interpretation de-
demus pends upon the language ordinarily

ferred To'a
^^^^ among the Jews in reference to

new birth baptism.

in baptism. Now it is evident that Nicodemus
came to enquire about the kingdom of the

Messiah. This is plain from our Lord's first

words—" Except a man be born again he can-

not see the kingdom of God;" (in other words)
" You come to enquire of me about the kingdom
of God; you think it is to be a great and glorious

earthly kingdom, and that all the Jewish nation

is to be the partaker, and perhaps the land of

Judea to be the scene of its glory: but I tell you
that at present it is a spiritual kingdom; it is

not the state and polity, or the land, that is now
to be changed, but the heart of the inhabitants.

It is a kingdom which no man can even see, so

as to be aware that it is come, except he be born
from above." Now this staggered Nicodemus.
He knew that all proselytes were baptized, and
so were said to be born again : but he had never

heard of this baptismal change as necessaryybr
Jeivs. He believed, as all his nation believed,

that they were already, as in fact they were, in

a clean or holy state, and therefore he could

not understand why there should be any neces-
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sity for that state being further changed: they

were akeady God^s people by privilege, and he
could not understand what alteration in this

respect was necessary. Still, therefore, having

in view some great earthly change, and thinking

it perhaps possible that in the Messiah's king-

dom which he, with his nation, looked for, as

one of great external glory, the Jews might ex-

perience, all of them, some great bodily change

;

he asks—" Can a man enter a second time into

his mother's womb and be born?" Our blessed

Lord rephes immediately in a way which might
dispel his earthly notions; as if He had said—The
birth I mean is that birth which is signified by
baptism. You are a master in Israel, and you
understand the customs of your nation and the

language of your ceremonies. You baptize

proselytes, and call them ^^ new born," because
they are taken out of an unclean state and put
into a clean state; taken out of a state of nature

and put into a state of grace. Now this same
change must pass over you with a real and a

vital efficacy before you can see the kingdom of

God. You must be " born from above" in order

to see and acknowledge this kingdom, and you
must submit to the ordinance of Christian bap-
tism, and so have my seal upon you before 3^ou

can enter into it. This change is a real change,

and unless you experience this real change so

as to be able to see my glory in my degradation,

as a sun through mist and clouds, and so as

entirely to give up all Jewish antipathies, (notwith-

standing you are a Jew,) as a converted heathen
gives up all heathen prejudices, you never can
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l^ecome a Christian proselyte^ and see the king-

dom of God.
There can be Uttle doubt but this is the true

meaning of the language of this passage ; and
there are three things which seem pretty clear

from a general consideration of it.

Taree co- First.—That the term " born again "
roUaries

^^,^g familiar to Nicodemus as a master

from the ^^ Israel, and that it was used by our

explana- Lord, as the Jews used it, in reference to

Hon above, baptism. Secondly.—That our Lord,

in speaking of the change necessary for Nico-
demus, signified it under the terms "water" and
" the Spirit,^' so coupling, in some degree and
sense at least, the baptism of water and that of

the Holy Spirit. Thirdly.—That there seems
no good ground for sapng that Vv-herever a bap-

tism by water takes place there is also a change
of heart and of nature; l^ecause, in case of

converted adults, the kingdom of God is " seen"

before baptism. Add to this, that which it is

not perhaps hypercritical to observe, that the

wording is nicely and cautiously guarded, being

in the first place " see," and in the second,
" enter into;" and seems to indicate that it is by
the supernal birth that men see the blessed

truths of the gospel, or the kingdom of God;
and that it is by baptism, which is the recog-

nized seal and entrance door, that the Holy
Spirit stamps and admits them as its members. "^^

Practice We come then in the next place to
of the early the language and the practice of the

* In the first case the expression is, " born again or from
above;" in the second, born of water and of the Holy Spirit,

K
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church early Christian church, in regard to
proved baptism. In making extracts from
from le

g^rly Christian writers, it is most im-
writmgs J

i i i

of the portant to remember that they are not

father's. to be cited as authoritative expounders
Tliefa- of truth, but as the best witnesses we

thers are ^^^ have to the practice and doctrines

nesses
^ ' ^^ *^^ primitive apostohc church. The

though not interval of time by which many of
expositors, them were separated from the apostles,

was very small, and some had actually conversed
with them. They must, therefore, be good wit-

nesses of apostolic doctrine. In addition to

this they wrote, some of them, in the same lan-

guage as the Scripture was written in. Their
authority is, therefore, particularly good in re-

spect to Scripture terms, because the Greek
language, which is a dead language to us, was a

living language to them. They were familiar

with all its terms and phrases. They had,

therefore, not merely the advantage of personal

intercourse with apostles and apostolic men, but
the additional advantage of speaking the lan-

guage in which they spoke and wrote. If we
were to talk with St. Paul now, we should, in all

probability, or rather we may say that we should
certainly, misunderstand him from not using the

Greek as our vernacular language. It was not
so with them ; expressions which puzzle us
were quite easy and familiar to them. Now,
in looking at their writings, we find that they
speak of infant baptism as a common thing, and
that they constantly use the term regeneration

as synonomous with baptism, or in other words,



BAPTISMAL REGENERATION. 131

instead of saying a person is baptized they say

he is regenerated.*

Justin We have seen that St. Paul (Col. ii.

Martyr. n^ j2.) speaks of baptism as Christian

circumcision. Justin Martyr does the same.

He calls baptism spiritual circumcision in his

dialogue with Tr^^pho. Now, as circumcision

was for infants, we should be led from this

language to suppose that baptism was also for

infants.

Again, the same writer speaks thus—" Se-

veral (among us) of sixty and seventy years old,

who were made disciples to Christ from our
childhood (o* ^k: t^'^ -ad^v f^iae7]TkvOr)H(v) do Con-

tinue uncorrupted or virgins. Now the word
for ^^ make disciples,^' is the same as that in

Matt, xxviii. 19. " Go ye and teach (make
disciples of) all nations, baptizing them in the

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of

the Holy Ghost.'^ But by that passage we
find that the way to make disciples was to bap-
tize. Hence these aged persons, who are de-

scribed as having been made desciples in

childhood or infancy, must have been baptized

at that time. But Justin wrote ninety years

after St. Matthew ; therefore these infant de-

sciples must have been baptized about thirty-

six years after our T^ord's ascension, or during

the life of St. John. In other words we have a

clear proof that infant baptism ivas practised in

the apostles time.

* They were also called (piorKr^isvoi (Heb. vi. v, 4.) See

p. 137. quotation from Justin Martyr.

K 2
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Irenmis. Iren«eus flourished about sixty sevem
years after the apostles. There is a very beau-
tiful passage in his writings to the following

eflfect :—" He came to save all persons by him-
self; all, I mean, who by him are regenerated

(baptized) unto God ; infants, and children, and
youths, and elder persons. Therefore he went
through the several ages, for infants being made
an infant, and so sanctifying infants,^^ &c. If

regeneration mean baptism in this passage, as

there is not the least doubt but it does, the

testimony here given to the custom of infant

baptism is singularly clear and beautiful.

That Ireneeus by this word regeneratedy

means baptized is clear from this. In writing

about Matt, xxviii. 19, he says. Again, when
he gave his disciples the commission of regene-

rating unto God, he says i Go ye and teach all

nations, baptizing them, &c. The argument,
therefore, from Irenaeus, would be this-:

—

Irenseus was born four years before St. John
died, and he wrote about sixty years after. He
talkfi of the regeneration of infants. We look

into his works as well as into those of Justin

Martyr, and we find that regeneration is used

for baptism. Therefore, by the regeneration of

infants, he means their baptism. But Irenseus

was Bishop of Lyons, and he must, therefore,

have known the practice of the church, because

he administered it, and his testimony is not his

own opinion, l)ut the general practice of the

church. Therefore it was the general practice

of the church in his days to baptize infants.
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But his days were primitive ; therefore from his

testimony we prove infant baptism to be pr'imi-

Hve, as from Justin Martyr we have proved it

to be apostolic.

Infant It is to he observed too, that Ire-
haptism nseus was brought up in A«ia, that he

live

^^^^^'
relates how often he had heard Poly-

carp discourse of St. John and his

teaching. (Polycarp was in all probability the

angel or bishop of the church in Smyrna, Rev.

ii.) It would be absuA to suppose that, with

these great advantages, he could be ignorant of

what was done in this matter, so short a time

before. And it were equally so to imagine that

the Christians of Asia, among whom St. John
had preached, should be ignorant or mistaken.

And hence we gather that infant baptism was
general in this primitive age.

Origen. Origen flourished about one hundred
and ten years after the apostles. It is well worth
our while to consider tliree short extracts from
his writings.

1.—" Besides all this what is the reason that

whereas the baptism of the church is for forgive-

ness of sins, infants also are by the usage of the

church baptized, when, if there were nothing in

infants that wanted forgiveness and mercy, the

grace of baptism would be needless to them.^^

2.—" It is for this reason that infants are

baptized, because by the sacrament of baptism
the pollution of our birth is taken away.^'

3.—" For this the church received from the

apostks the tradition to baptize infants. For
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they (the apostles) to M'hom the divine mysteries

were committed, knew that there is in all per-

sons the natural pollution of sin, which must be
done away by water and the Spirit.

'^

Now Origen's family had long been Christ-

ians. His father suffered martyrdom about one
hundred years after St. John. His grand-father,

or at least his great-grand-father, must have
lived in the apostles' time. Even from his own
family records, therefore, he must have known
whether infant baptism was right and customary.

But he says that it was so. Therefore from his

testimony again we are certain that infant bap-
tism existed from the beginning of the church.

He was also a very learned man, and had tra-

velled in many Christian churches. Therefore

he must have known the general custom of

the Christians in all parts.

St. Cy- Cyprian lived one hundred and fifty-
prianmid three years after the apostles, and was

'lillps bishop of Carthage.

Ihe bishops often met there, as in

other great cities, to consider difficulties. One
question which they considered was this

—

whether an infant might be baptized, if need
required, before it was eight days old. Sixty-

six bishops were present.

Now it is evident that they considered bap-
tism to be Christian circumcision, that is, they
looked on them both as we have shewn above
(Part 1.) to be "seals of the same covenant of

faith.'' Richard Baxter well observes, that in a

doctrinal point, and in a single matter of fact, a

mistake may be made, and that by hundreds^
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but in a matter of fact so general and so noto-
rious as infant baptism, and of which so many
were partakers, how (he asks) could these (sixty-

six bishops) be ignorant?
It is evident, therefore, that at this time also

infant baptism was universal.
St. Aus- It is unnecessary to make further

hn. His quotations out of later authors. At

the Pela- ^^® third and fourth centuries after the

giayis, apostles we come to St* Austin, who
being engaged in the Pelagian contro-

versy, in which the root of the dispute was the

existence of original sin, quite overwhelmed his

opponents by his repeated and powerful appeals

to infant baptism, as proving the questioned
truth. The argument had before, many times,

been used. It is seen in the quotation given

above, from Origen; and it is this—" You deny
the existence of original sin, but you baptize

infants, and you know that infant baptism has
been the practice of the universal church. But

Licon- why are infants baptized? Is it not
troveritble

£qj. ^^iq washing away of the guilt of

^orlmnal
original sin? But if original sin did

sinfrom not exist in infants there would be no
the general necessity for their baptism, for baptism
practice of jg for the remission of sin, but actual
infant

^-^^ ^^^^^ cannot possibly have com-
mitted. Therefore the sin remitted

in their case must be original sin ; and therefore

infant baptism proves that infants are all in

original sin."

In his answer to the Pelagians about the

origin of the soul, he thus writes—" This I say.
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that original sin is so plain by the Scriptures^

and that it is forgiven to infants in the laver of

regeneration is so confirmed by the authority

and antiquity of the catholic faith, and so no-

torious by the practice of the church, that what-
soever is enquired or affirmed of the origin of

the soul, if it be contrary to this, cannot be true.

—August. Answ. to 18 Pelag. Bps.
St. Au- St. Angustin says too, " If only the

gushn. body were corrupt, baptism after death

would do, but we see parents run with their

little ones to receive the grace of baptism.''

So, in his letter to Hierom. " You are none
of those who now begin to prate of new things,

and say that there is no guilt derived from Adam
which is by baptism forgiven in an infant.'^

All proving From these extracts, it is rendered
infant bap- ^g clear as any historical fact can be,
**"**

that infant baptism prevailed from the

very earliest period of the church down to the

fifth century. After that time the documents
are so numerous, and the practice so general,

that it is unnecessary to give further testimony
of this kind.

We know how it was continued to the time
of the Reformation, almost uninterrupted by
any doubt of its propriety, and how from that

period it has come down to us : so that in fact,

we have a clear stream of historical testimony
There/ore for infant baptism from the apostolical

stream of age to the present time, and we have,

for^itifmt ^^^ addition to this, the argument for

baptism • infant baptism derived from this cus-

from apos- tom, as it existed even before the
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ties to Re- Christian era, in the baptism of infant
formation, proselytes in the Jewish church.

But the special object of this chapter is to

shew the use, and as far as it can be ascertained,

the meaning, of the term baptismal regeneration.

Wall, asserts, that among the early Christ-

tian writers, regeneration was constantly used
"Regene- as synonimous with baptism, or, that

^^^tian"
8f^^ ^Q g^y ^ person was regenerated, sim-

were^syno- V'h' i^eant that he was baptized. His

nimous assertion is fully borne out by the
terms. passages he cites. For example Justin

Justin Martyr, in his apology, describing the
Martyr. ceremony of introducing converts into

the Christian church, thus writes :
—"We bring

them to some plain, where there is water, and
they are regenerated by the same way of regene-
ration by which we were regenerated,^^ Kai rpoirov

avay(.vvr](Jiu)Q 6v Kui r'][xlig dvTOi dvayevvtjOrjfitv dvayev-

vwvrai. a For they are washed with water in the

name of God the Father and Lord of all things,

and of our Saviour Jesus Christ, and of the

Holy Spirit." For Christ says, "unless you be re-

generated, you cannot enter into the Kingdom of

Heaven," and every body knows it is impossible

for those who are once and for all generated (or

born) to enter again into their mother's womb."
In the introduction of this passage Justin

says—"I will now declare unto you in what
way we, who have been renewed by Christ

Kaivo'moir\QtvTiq Sia ts Xpi'^s), havc dedicated our-
Soalso selves to God;" and in the end; "this

"enli(/ht. washing is called the enhghtening,"
'''

(^(ortc/Ltof)
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Justin Martyr flourished forty years only
after the apostolic age.

1.—In his time^ therefore, to regenerate

meant to baptize.

2.—He understood our Lord to mean bap-
tism when he spoke of regeneration to Nico-
demus.*

3.—In his time the term " enlightening^^ was
also applied to baptism.
Renewal 4.—" Renewal" is used to describe

never so
f.]^^^^ change of heart and of nature

^^ '

which, in adult converts, takes place

previous to baptism.
5.—^As a consequence it follows that while

it is right, if we follow the example of the church
in the early age, to use the word regeneration as

identical with baptism, it is wrong to use it as

implying that change of heart and nature which
is signified by the expression renewal, which
precedes it in adults, and is subsequent to it in

infants.

Again, from the expression used in the

extract from Justin Martyr given in page 131,

we find that he speaks in one place of baptism
as spiritual circumcision, thus connecting the

two covenants as one, by their sign and seal;

and that in another he speaks of old persons as

having been made disciples in infancy, in such
a way as leads us certainly to conclude that a

baptized person was considered a disciple,

IrencBus. Next to him comes Ireneeus, who
also uses regeneration as signifying baptism.

* Wall adds—" And so did all the writers of tlies€

400 years, not one excepted."
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Origin uses it in the same way: so do Tertul-

lian, C)q)rian, Gregory of Nazianzen^ and in-

deed so do all the fathers down to Augustin,
and through him dovm as far as they write of it

to the reformation; and so it was used also at

that time by the reformers, and after that time
by their successors.

J3ut if they used this term regeneration, what did

theymean by it? In answerto this question I would
refer the reader to the extract given from Justin

Martyr, page 137, in which extract it is most clear

that he considered baptismal regeneration as a

different thing from renewal of heart or change of
Hermas. nature. But there is an authority even
before this. In an extract from the Shepherd
Hermas, descriptive of a vision in which the

members of the old church are represented as

unhe^vn stones in the spiritual building, he adds,

only this seal was wanting to them, ^c. ; on
which Wall observes—When he says that the

seal of the Son of God is necessary to their en-

tering into the kingdom of God, and that that

seal (as he also says afterways) is water, it is

plainly an expression of that truth, John iii. 5.

Baptism It is evident from this that Hermas,
considered ^j^q wrote even before St. John com-

tv ^the°
posed his Gospel, looked on baptism

Shepherd as a seal; and we may add, as it is

Hermas. said of Abraham, in regard to circum-*

cision, " a seal of the faith which they (the

saints of the elder dispensation) had, being un'-*

baptized.'^

In making an extract from an author like

this, we only consider him, as we do aU the
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others, as expressing the opinion and view

generally entertained.

St. Jerom Again, St. Jerom says of Jesus
speaks of Christ: " born of a virgin, regenerated
Christ as ^ ^ virgin," meaning that he was re-

generated by John the Baptist in his

baptism. But it is evident that as our blessed

Lord had no evil nature to be changed, Jerom,
could not possibly mean that he was regenerated

in his baptism, in the highest and vital sense of

the term. This, therefore, is an instance of the

use of the term regeneration, in a sense much
below that which many divines are in the habit

of affixing to it.

Again, in commenting on Ireneeus, Wall
thus writes :

" Irenseus does here speak of in-

fants regenerated. Tis plain enough that they

are not capable of regeneration in any other

sense of the word than as it signifies baptism, I

mean the outward act of baptism, accompanied
with that grace or mercy of God, whereby he
conducts them into the covenant without any
Baptismal sense of theirs.^' Here, therefore. Wall
grace is interprets regeneration in baptism as

mercv^
used by Irenseus to signify the placing

them in that new covenant state and
relation to God, of which baptism is the seal

and entrance door. It is evident, moreover,

that he understands baptismal grace to be God's
covenant mercy.
' Origen, Origen, thus writes : " What is the

forgiveness reason that whereas the baptism of the
of sins.

church is for forgiveness of sins, in-

fants also are by the usage of the church bap-



BAPTISMAL REGENERATION. 141

tized, when, if there were nothing in infants

that wanted forgiveness and mercy, the grace of

baptism would be needless to them ? (8 Hom.
in Levit. c. 12.)

From this it is evident that the grace of bap-
tism is by Origen, here considered to be forgive-

ness of sin, (in infants of original sin), not, as is

contended by many, necessarily a change of

nature. And this is strictly scriptural, for bap-
tism is '^for the remission of sin" and it is quite

accordant with the interpretation by Wall, of

the language of Ireneeus, for remission of sin is

the first and chief blessing of the new covenant

:

" Blessed is he whose iniquity is forgiven, and
whose sin is covered.'^ (Ps. 22. Ep. Rom. c. iv.

V. 6, 7.)
*

From an examination of the stream f of

authorities in the early ages, it is e\'ident that

the remission of sin, or the washing away of the

pollution of birth or original sin, is considered

by them to be the great blessing or grace of

baptism. And nothing makes this more evident

than the constant reference to baptism, as the

strongest proof which the orthodox could urge

against the Pelagians to prove the existence in

infants of the corruption of original sin.

Tertul- But it is not to be denied that many,
lian and ^^^ indeed we may say the greater

uleTeven P^^^ ^^ ^^^^ fathers, went further than

stronger this in their language if not in their

language, opinions. But they are the fathers

* So in the creed, " I believe in one baptism for the

remission of sins."

t Vid. infra, opinion of Wall, &c.
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immediately succeeding the very first, and not

the very first themselves. Tertullian and Origen

both used expressions calculated to convey the

idea that they believed some wonderful change

to take place in the nature and heart of the

child at its baptism. But we know that Tertul-

lian fell into the error of the Montanists, and
was not generally considered at all an unexcep-

tionable witness for catholic truth ; and he is

certainly not so where the imagination is con-

cerned. Moreover what he writes concerning

the effects of baptism, he writes as his own jjri-

vate opinion (not indeed expressly but construc-

tively so) and not as the general and catholic

creed.* Origen too is to be read with equal

* Even Origen calls baptism a sealing, and as it were a

garment to our faith.

St. Austin St. Austin is asked by Boniface, how spon-
on sponsors, sors can make profession of faith for infants.

He answers that baptism is the sacrament of faith, not the

implantation of the grace of faith, and so too it is the sacra-

ment of conversion or turning to God, not conversion or

turning, itself. And he is constituted a fidel (fidelis), not

by that faith which consists in the will of believers, but

from his receiving the sacrament of that faith. And when
a person, he adds, begins to have a sense of things, he does

not repeat that sacrament, (i. e. he is not rebaptized as

many well meaning but not well instructed persons are in

this day), but understands the force of it, and by consent of

will, squares himself to the true meaning of it, and till he
can do this, the sacrament will avail to his preservation,

against all contrary powers, &c.

Now it is quite evident from this, that St. Augustin,
thought the blessing of baptismal regeneration to be strictly

sacramental and that as no will had begun to rebel, so

there could be no conversion of will, any more than there

could be faith, there being as yet no development of reason.
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caution, as having been greatly addicted to spe-

culation, and having gone into decided errors.f

Wall's The conclusion which Wall comes
summary of ^^^ ^fter citing a long passage from St.

^IfSriZ Augustin on the subject of baptismal

tin and the regeneration, seems extremely satis-

ancients. factory. " Most of the poedobaptists,"

he writes, " go no further than St. Austin ; they

hold that God by His Spirit does at the time of

baptism seal and apply to the infant that is there

dedicated to Him, the promises of the covenant
of which he is capable, viz. adoption, pardon of

sin, translation from the state of nature to that

of grace, &c. On which account the infant is

said to be regenerated of (or by) the Spirit. Not
that God does by any miracle at that time illu-

minate or convert the mind of the child. And

In the last clause of the quotation, he alludes to the

mysterious guardianship of the baptized infant by the Holy
Ghost, against the malignity of those foul spirits whose
influence was much insisted on and greatly dreaded as is

evident in the primitive theology. It is not consistent with
the plan we have prescribed to ourselves to make any com-
ment upon this.

\- It may be remarked, in regard to both the sacraments
that owing to the figurative and highly rhectorical cha-

racter of the style of many early writers, expressions were
used which seem to have been much beyond the plain and
received opinions of the general church. This was parti-

cularly so in respect to the Lord's Supper, so that there are

many passages in writers long before the twelfth century,

at which period transubstantiation took its place among
the received doctrines of the Romish church, in which ex-

pressions are found which go very near to this heijfsy.

These are clearly overthrown by the numerous quotations

from the same fathers, in which transubstantiation is dis-

tinctly denied.—See Jewel Apol.
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for original sin^ or the corruption of nature, they
hold that God, by His covenant, does abolish

the guilt of it, receives the child to His mercy
in Christ, and consigns to him by promise such
grace as shall afterward, by the use of means if

he live, be sufficient to keep it under, but not
wholly to extirpate it in this life. It is left as

the subject of trial and of a continual Christian

warfare. And this is the opinion of St. Austin
and of the ancients in general."

Of this extract from Wall, and the weight of

his authority in regard to the opinion of the

ancients, we may add most truly that it is ac-

cordant with the view of the church of England,
and as Mr. Simeon has shewn above, in har-

mony with the Scriptures, and the doctrine of

the reformers.

There are however several difficulties, which
it is desirable to consider in order.
The faith It is said by the baptists that every

^^^9^"^^ spiritual blessing is connected with

sors effec-
^^^ dependant on personal faith : and

tual that in accordance with this view we
through rightly declare in our catechism that
grace for ^he body and blood of Christ are verily

bkm'Zsto ^^^^ indeed taken and received by the

children, faithful in the Lord^s Supper; the

very term ^' the faithful " limiting the

benefits to those who partake in faith. Undoubt-
edly it does so: but it does not follow, because

an adult person receives a sacramental blessing

at the Lord's table only when he partakes in

faith, .that in the other sacrament of baptism,

the Lord has no blessing for an infant because
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he cannot have faith: for this indeed would be
hmiting the gifts and grace of God in a most un-
scriptural way, and making it absolutely im-
possible for an infant to be blessed at all.

Blessings The whole Bible teems with proofs
constantly ^^^ constantly God blesses some

through the through the instrumentality of others.

faith of The prayer of faith saves the sick (St.

others, St. James, v. 15.) The effectual fervent

^T^%
^' prayer of a righteous man (for a na-

CoV vii 16 ^^^^ ^^ ior friends) availeth much, (St.

Markii. 5. James, v. 16.) The husband is to re-

main with his unbelieving wife with the

hopes of saving her (1 Cor. vii. 16). The faith

Case of (and this is an instance most beauti-
mansick £^y apposite) of those who let the poor
0/ pa sy.

p^|gjg(j TCi2iYi down through the roof to

Jesus was blessed to his restoration. " When
Jesus saw their faith he said unto the sick of

the palsy, son, thy sins be forgiven thee, (Matt.

ii. 5.) It is true that the faith here spoken of

may be that possessed by the palsied man as

well as by those who brought him: but it is

remarkable that the whole account in each of

the evangehsts goes to represent the friends as

the active procurers of the benefit, and the man
himself as passive. But if Jesus healed the

palsied man and forgave him his sins, as well

on account of the faith of those who brought
him as of his own, can we doubt of his grace

and blessing and pardon to the little ones who
are brought to Him, in his own ordinance and
by His own command, by their parents?

L
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Howfar It is said by others that the blessing
thefaith ^f baptism to infants depends entirely

indisven- ^P^^ the faith of those who bring

siUe. them to the font. Many, in conse-

quence, are much disturbed because
they doubt whether a lively faith was exercised

when they were baptized. Undoubtedly the
faith of parents and sponsors must bring a great

blessing to the little one; but it is one thing

to set a high value on such faith and quite

another to say that the whole efficacy of the or-

dinance depends upon it. The church, in her
Articles, certainly holds no such doctrine. In-

deed she may be considered to have set the seal

of her entire disapprobation upon it in her
twenty-sixth Article, respecting the validity of

sacraments. The doctrine of Intention, in other
words that Article of the Romish faith which
makes the intention of the minister necessary

to the validity of the sacraments, is allied to
It is the this error. It is the church that bap-

church, hy
^i^es, or rather the Holy Spirit through

ters that
^^ church's instrumentahty, and not

baptizes, the individual minister or the persons
that bring the child. There is a beau-

tiful passage on this subject in the writings of

the evangelical Augustin. It would seem from
the passage as if parents had got a superstitious

notion that baptism was useful as guarding their

Quota- Httle ones from bodily harm and sick-
tionfrom ^^^^^ u Lg^ j^^^ ^-j^^t disturb you that

ustin'
some do not bring their infants to bap-
tism with that faith (or purpose) that

they may, by spiritual grace, be regenerated to
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eternal life, but because they think they do pro-

cure or preserve their bodily health by this

remedy. For the children do not fail of being

regenerated because they are not brought by the

others with this intention. For the necessary

ofl&ces are performed by them, &c., and the Holy
Spirit that dwells in the saints, out of whom
that silver dove that is but one, is by the fire of

charity compacted, does what He does some-
times by the means of men not only simply ig-

norant but also damnably unworthy. For infants

are offered for the receiving of spiritual grace

not so much by those in whose hands they are

brought (though by those too if they be good
and faithful Christians) as by the whole congre-

gation of saints and faithful men. For they are

rightly said to be offered by all those whose
The whole desire it is that they should be so of-

church of fgred, and by whose holy and united
the saints i -1 .i •

i. j \l j ^v
does this

charity they are assisted towards the

asamother. communication of the Holy Spirit.

So that the whole church of the saints

does this office as a mother," &c.

It is this view of baptism which has, un-

doubtedly, led our church to prescribe in her
rubric that it should be administered on Sun-
days or holidays, and that too in the middle
of the service, fviz.) after the reading of the

second lesson. For she declares this to be her
object among others— " that the congregation

then present may testify the receiving of them
that be newly baptized into the number of

Christ^s church."

L 2
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Baptism It is greatly to be desired, as has
should be been observed before, that the direc-

s^vicesas *^^^ ^^ *^^ rubric in this particular

presented should be generally followed. It must
by the be a great comfort to Christian parents
rubric, to be upheld by the prayers of the

congregation in presenting their little ones to

God; and it must be no inconsiderable comfort

to thoughtful persons in after life, to be certi-

fied that when they were put into the ark of

Christ's covenant they were borne as it were
upon the prayers of the faithful in the congrega-

tion who were present, and because present

were assisting in the baptism.
Baptist The baptist may tell a person be-

ohjection longing to the church, that though he
was christened at church, and the

church minister performed the service, and his

parents were present, yet that the minister per-

haps was careless, and the parents thoughtless,

and then he may triumphantly ask, what good
can it all have done ? The answer is plain. It

was the church, and not the minister or the

parents, that administered the sacrament. The
church received me into her bosom by the com-
mand of her master, Jesus Christ. The con-

gregation was present and offered up their

prayers for vital blessings and real regeneration.

And even if the minister was cold and the friends

were careless, may we not humbly hope that
Presence Christ was present in his high priestly

of Christ
ofjice. For it is difficult to conceive

at nts own .i . r • . • j.

ordinance *^^* ^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ some manner present

at his own ordinances rightly (rite)
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performed by those who have authority given

them in his own church to perform them.

—

" He ever liveth to make intercession." He is

the High priest and Head of the church. We
know his care for infants by his outward gesture

towards them and his language about them
when on earth. This care is still further con-

firmed by the provision which he has made for

their admission into the covenant. And can we
suppose that he who thus cares for them will

withdraw altogether his presence and blessing

at that sweet and solemn ordinance, at which it

most concerns them that he should be present ?

Can we suppose that, because men desert their

duty he omits his care ? and that because they
do not pray, He does not intercede ?

We may, therefore, reasonably, scripturally,

and yet humbly conclude, that in all cases where
baptism is rightly performed, according to the

ordinance of Christ, its institutar, and by his

appointed ministers, there it is valid and effec-

tual, and those who are thus stamped with the

seal of Christ are recognized by Him as the

legitimate objects of his care and privileged

members of his family.
By whom But is there any real limitation in

baptism regard to the persons who are em-

^orm^d
' powered to perform the office of bap-
tism ? This is a serious question in

England at present, for every sect assumes to

itself the power. It is not our object to deter-

mine the rights of others.* All that we, as

* Afterwards this came to be the rale t!hat they that

«ame to the Catholic church, from such sects as used ne^
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ministers of the church of England have to

ascertain and to declare is, the basis of our own
authority.* In regard to this, it is in the first

place evident, that the office of baptizing has,

from the earliest times, been generally confined

to ordained ministers. It is true that the

Romish church, in order to magnify what they

declared to be the indispensible importance of

the sacrament, allowed laymen or midwives to

baptize. They did this consistently with their

dogma, that salvation was impossible without

baptism. " Nulla salus extra ecclesiam," was
and is their unalterable tenet, and no child was
in the church till it was baptized, therefore, un-
less baptized, no child could, under this rule, be
saved. There was also another reason which
operated with them. It was their constant aim
to magnify the eucharist, confirmation, &c., and
one way of doing this was the throwing some-
thing of slight, not to say dishonour, on the sacra-

ment of baptism.

the right form of baptism, (In the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,) must be baptized attheif

admission but not otherwise.—Wall, chap. v. sec. 6, part ii.

The Paulianists were excepted from this rule because of

their denial of the Godhead of Christ.

The above view has been generally taken by the more
moderate men in the church.

* We would not for a moment be thought to imply, by
anything here said> that we depart from the opinion of our
own blessed Reformers, and unchurch either our brethren

in the North or on the Continent. Neither on the other

hand let it be conceived, that we think they have committed
ia light ofFeiice in throwing off episcopacy. When it was
yfirst thrown off, it was only justified by those who did it oA
%hfe^f)l6a t>f absolute necessity.
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1

In the second place our Lord's commission
to preach and to baptize, was not to Christians

in general, but to the eleven. See Matt, xxviii.

18—20. It is evident from this that he intended

a distinction between them and the rest of be-

lievers in the points there mentioned.

In the third place, this commission extends

{at any rate to us who are ministers,) to us, be-

cause in the church of England we have been
ordained in regular succession from them. It

4s only on this hypothesis that his words (v. 20.)

can be fulfilled
—" Lo I am w^ith you always^

even to the end of the world." He could only

be with them in the execution of their high

commission, by being with those who should

succeed them in that commission, for they

themselves have long ago been gathered to their

fathers. They who have been set apart from
their time have been set apart to the same office

of preaching and baptizing. They, that is, ive—
bear the load and responsibility of the commis-
sion, and therefore they, that is, we—look in faith

for the blessing of His presence for its ful-

filment.

Bishop In the fourth place we have our
Bever- Lord's other words, (John xx. 21, 22).

^opinion on
" ^^ ^^^^ Father hath sent me, so send

"As the I you." These words, according to

Father," Bishop Beveridge,* gave to the apostles
^c. the same right of sending others as

* Primee ordinationis virtute (apostoli) evangeUuna
prsedicabant, hac autem ultima (John xx. 21, 22,) Epi&-

copi jam creati Christique absentis vices in terris supplente*

'•et ipsi alios procrearunt.
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that by which Christ had sent them; for as the

Father sent the Son to preach and to appoint

others, so the Son sent the apostles to preach

and to appoint others. The members of the

sentence are so constructed as to imply strict

parallelism; but the parallel is not strict^ the

similarity is quite incomplete unless to the

power of preaching be added the power also of

setting others apart to preach, and in accord-

ance with this Timothy and Titus were ordained

and consecrated, and ordained and consecrated

others. Baptism (says Hooker, Book V. §61.)
by any man in the case of necessity, was the

voice of the whole world heretofore. Neither
is Tertullian, Epiphanius, Augustin, or any

Episcopi autem ab apostolis ordinati eandem ab iis

episcopalem accipiebant auctorilatem quam ipsi a Christo,

siquidem spiritus in eos a Christo sufflatus per manuem
eorum impositionem in alios quoque diffiisus est.—Cote-
lerii Patr. Apost. p. 541, vol. 1.

The opinion of so learned and so holy a man as Bishop
Beveridge, cannot be without its weight. But while this

is true it must also be confessed, that the apostolic com-
mission without apostolic truth, is a poor thing indeed.

In regard to those who profess it, it ought to impress

upon their minds the high responsibility of their position,

as its abuse and desecration must subject them to the most
awful condemnation. In regard to those who are their

flock, it ought to call forth most earnest prayers from them
that their pastors may be in reality what they are in pro-

fession, and that to the external call may be added the in-

ternal spirit ; for there cannot be a more fearful position

than that of a minister regularly set apart and ordained,

and in possession of every ministerial credential except that

great one which is necessary to the exercise of all ; it is

what a creation would be without any light to play upon
iand fructify it, like a World without a sun j a chaos were
Joearly as goodv
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other of the ancients against it. The boldness

of such as pretendingTecla's example took openly
upon them both baptism and all other public

functions of priesthood, Tertullian severely con-

trouleth, saying—" To give baptism is, in truth,

the bishop^s right; after him it belongeth unto
priests and deacons; but not to them mthout
authority from him received. For so the honour
of the church requireth, which being kept, pre-

serveth peace. Were it not in this respect the

laity might do the same; all sorts might give,

even as all sorts receive." But because emula-
tion is the mother of schism, '' Let it content
thee, which art of the order of laymen, to do it

in necessity, when the state of time or place or

person thereunto compelleth. For then is their

boldness privileged that help, when the circum-
stance of other mens dangers craveth it.''

It will be seen here that Tertullian rests the

matter on the honour of the church. We sup-

pose he means that Christ has authorized his

church to baptize, and that only the properly

appointed governors of the church (i.e.) the

bishops, can give the authority to perform this

ordinance. This is according to the discipline

of our own church. '^ Take thou authority to

preach the word of God, and to minister the

Holy Sacraments in the congregation, where
thou shalt be lawfully appointed thereunto.''

—

Ord. of Priest.

In the ordination of deacons the words are
" Take thou authority to execute the office of

deacon, &c." leaving it to be gathered from other

sources (after what follows) what exactly that
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office is. The converts at Ephesus were not
baptized, except with John^s baptism, until

Paul came and baptized them, or authorized

others to do so.

Phihp, only an evangelist, as deacons in our
own church are, baptized the eunuch.
Summary. We have thus considered, in con-

clusion, three difficulties connected with bap-

tism

—

first, the real blessing which may be
expected in the ordinance from the faith of

parents and sponsors; secondly, that though
such blessing may be scripturally and in faith

expected, still that it is not indispensible, for it

is the Church that really baptizes her members,
and not the individual minister or the faith of

the persons, who may happen to be present:

thirdly, that whatever may be said or thought of

the validity of lay and dissenting baptism, it is

the peculiar comfort of the members of the

church of England that they receive the ordi-

nance from the hands of those who, with the

apostolic commission, have received the promise
of the accompanying presence of Christ in all

the ordinances which, according to that commis-
sion they celebrate.

The great point then which remains is, to

get as clear a notion as possible of the benefits

of baptism. There is no doubt but that the

church holds baptismal regeneration, there is

none that she holds that every child rightly bap-

tized is regenerate. The question is then as to

the exact meaning of baptismal regeneration^



CHAP. V.

CONCLUDING CONSIDERATIONS.

The great object which remains for us is to

obtain as clear a notion of the effects of baptism,

and the meaning of baptismal regeneration, by-

considering some of the difficulties and objec-

tions which are usually advanced.

One difficulty is that which relates to the

benefit, whether given or sealed by and at the

time of baptism. On this we would observe

that it is one thing to seal the child in a

covenant relation to God, and to seal the aid

already promised to the children of Christians

of the Holy Spirit, and to assure the parent

at the time> as well as the child subsequently,

that the Holy Spirit^s aid is really and truly

given ; but it is another to use expressions

which seem to imply that there is a change
effected in the child^s nature, so that the child is

decidedly made at that time a child of godly

disposition and character, corresponding in fact

and in truth to those of the Father that has
adopted and sealed it.

We would request the reader to refer to the

extract from Augustin (Note, p. 142.) That
farther explains how, at the developement of
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the understanding, the child becoming ac-

quainted with the force of baptismal privileges

and engagement, squares himself to the true

meaning of it. This same view has been beauti-

fully but somewhat obscurely expanded in

letters by the Rev. F. Maurice.

We would not, indeed, be understood to

imply that transforming grace may not accom-
pany baptism. Neither would we for a moment
seem to lower the value of baptismal blessings.

We would, on the contrary, place no limit to

the largeness of the expectations which a Christ-

ian parent may legitimately form of blessings

to his child through baptism, followed up by an
education vn faith on God's faithfulness, and in

prayer for the constant and continued aid of the

Holy Spirit, which has been already sealed. Our
whole treatise will shew that we are not disposed

to lower the value of baptismal blessings. At
the same time we object to those expressions

which seem to imply, that the baptized infant is

reaUy holier than the aged saint, however saint-

like can ever be. We know that it is said, that

there being no resistance in the will of the child,

grace does in consequence its perfect work.
And our Lord^s words, xviii. Luke 1 7, are quoted
to prove this, "Whosoever shall not receive

the kingdom of God as a little child, shall in no
wise enter therein." We leave them before the

reader with this observation—that while we
highly value them as indications of the mind of

our Lord towards little children, still they seem
very insufficient to support the view which they
are adduced to uphold. It seems strange, more-
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over, to exalt their, at best, passive innocence,

above the holiness wrought out in the saints by
the spirit of sanctification, through a long series

of hard and heavy probationary^ trials : espe-

cially as it is this very kind of holiness elabo-

rated in a world of mingled good and evil, which
it seems to be God^s special object to produce
in the hearts of his people.

We would add that there is, however,
enough in Scripture, in respect to baptism, to

make men extremely cautious how they strip it

of mystery. We have pointed out, in consider-

ing the article, what are the particular texts

which seem to invest baptism wdth a mysterious

character. Whatever be the meaning of regene-

ration, it cannot prevent the necessity of conver-

sion. In adult persons conversion must precede
baptismal regeneration: in infants, notwith-

standing their baptism, they must, generally

speaking, be called to conversion, and they are

constantly converted. In some, no doubt.

Christian principle seems to grow with natural

growth. In these, therefore, constant renewal
is that which is required. Every parent should

pray, should strive, should watch, should wait

for this blessing for his child. If Mr. Budd^s
recommendation were really carried out, we
should have, we verily believe, a godly genera-

tion in this land.

Baptism We have shewTi above how a child
the bow of jj^^y \^Q regenerated of the Spirit, born

covenant ^^ Grod, and made a member of Christ,

in one respect, and not in another.

And these, we hesitate not to say, are the bene-
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fits which baptism seals to the child. All is

peace and love on God's part^ the partition wall

of Adamitish descent is broken down, baptism
is the bow* of the new covenant heaven, and
the sign of hope and mercy to the child; hope
and mercy, which but for the new covenant into

which it is taken, it never could have been ad-

mitted to.

We know that those who take a limited view
of Scripture will object to these statements.

They are litteralists, who say that begotten

means begotten, regenerated—regenerated, saved
'—saved, and so on ; and that therefore when it

is said (1 Peter iii. 21.) that baptism doth now
save us, we have no right to say that salvation

is through faith alone. Now a reference to

other passages will clear us of this objection.

We are said to be saved by hope (Rom. viii. 24.)

Again (2 Pet. iii. 15.) " The long suffering of

the Lord is salvation;'' and if Jude had written
^^ others save with baptism," as he has written
" others save with fear," how triumphantly
would his words have been cited ! It is evident

that the precise meaning of save or salvation, in

* We receive also and allow the sacraments of the

church, that is, the sacred signs and ceremonies which
Christ commanded us to use, that He might by them re-

present to our eyes the mysteries of our salvation, and
most strongly confirm the faith we have in His blood, and
seal in our hearts His grace ; and we call them figures,

signs, types, antitypes, forms, seals, prints or signets,

similitudes, examples, images, remembrances and memo-
rials, with Tertullian, Origen, St. Ambrose, St. Augustine,
St. Jerome, St. Chrysostom, St. Basil and Dionysius and
many other Catholic fathers.—Jewel. Apol. ch. ii. s. ii.
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such cases^ must be derived from considering

the word or the thing which in the context is

the instrumental cause of it. The meaning of

the verb must be interpreted by the substantive
not the substantive, be it faith or fear, baptism
or hope, derive its power from the verb.
Laver of Again, it is asked, " If the laver of

regeiiera- regeneration means, as it certainly does,

meaning. ^^^ water or washing of baptism, what
right has any one to say that it is

only the laver of the siffn of the new birth ? We
answer that we do not say so. We say that the

Holy Spirit's aid is sealed to the child in bap-

tism, because baptism is the admission seal into

the new covenant, and one of the great blessings

of the new covenant is the promise of the Holy
Spirit. We say moreover that there may be a new
birth of hope as well as of actual life, and that the

very reason why the kingdom of Christ the second
Adam, is called the regeneration, is that it is the

kingdom of new hope and life to man, taking the

place of the old kingdom of despair and death, of

which the first Adam was the head. We say,

moreover, that to be admitted to the family of

God on earth, to be made members of Christ,

It does not and to have the seahng of the Spirits
over des-

j^j^j^ ^^^ ^^ ^l^j^^ £qj. creatures who were

priviJealof
'^'ithout hope and without God in the

the new world, is most surely not over des-

state. cribed when it is called regeneration.
'^ He hath begotten ks again to a Uvely hope by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead."

At any rate, therefore, baptism is the only

door, so to speak, by which entrance can be
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rightly had into the kingdom of Christ on earth.

Repentance and faith, through grace, will make
men members of the invisible church, as see

below the passage from Cyril in respect to Cor-
nelius ; but it is only by baptismal admission,

that they become members of the visible. To
this double membership, it is highly probable

that our Lord alluded in his conversation with
Nicodemus. It is remarkable that the word
regenerate or regeneration (Palingenesia,) is only

twice used in the New Testament, although

there are other expressions which are equivalent.

In these two cases, however, the word does not
imply that, which it is generally used by the

puritan divines to mean. In the one in St.

Matthew it evidently means this new and altered

dispensation or state of things, into which bap-
tism is the door of entrance appointed by our
Lord ; and in Titus, chap. iii. v. 5, it must sig-

nify baptism.

Salvation But another difficulty still remains,
of baptized ^^^ ^^ respects the salvation of infants
infantswho i .• j j • • • r rm.
die in in-

baptized dymg in infancy. There

fancy. does not appear to us to be any very
great difficulty here, unless to those

who believe that there is no salvation without
baptism. Undoubtedly to grown persons salva-

tion is by grace through faith. It is not less

certain that to baptized infants who die salva-

tion is by grace through baptism.*

* There is a beautiful passage in the works of St.

Augustin, in which he compares the case of the thief on
the cross, saved by grace through faith and without bap-
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But the enquirer goes further; he asks how
can an infant be saved unless baptism be a puri-

fying agent, rendering the subject meet for

heaven ? How can the child go to heaven un-

less he be first changed on earth ?

(1.) In answer we would say, in the firstplace,

thatthe same difficulty occurs in regard to circum-

cision. It was by God's own appointment that

the Jewish male child was not circumcised till

the eighth day; in other words he was not till

that time put into covenant with God; and it

may be asked, with the same force, in regard to

a Jewish child dying before circumcision, how
could the child inherit the heavenly Canaan,
not having during life been made an inheritor of

the earthly? We must add that it was because

the Jewish child had a previous right to circum-

cision that he was circumcised; and it is, we be-

lieve, because the child of Christian parents has

a previous right to the blessings of the Christian

covenant that he is baptized.

(2.) To thiswemayadd another question, Vviiich

places an opposite difficulty against it. And it

tisni, with that of little infants saved by grace through
baptism, and without faith, because faith and baptism
being both generally necessary to salvation, either may be
dispensed with, when from the nature of the case it is a

moral impossibility that they should be found.—Aug. de
Bapt. contra Donatistus, da lib. 4.

* Hooker says, " It is not to be thought that He, which
as it were from Heaven, hath nominated and designed

them to holiness by special privilege of their very birth, will

himself deprive them of regeneration and inward grace,

only because necessity depriveth them of outward sacra-

ment."

M
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is this—Does baptism do more for a child than
for an adult? We suppose not. But repent-

ance and faith are necessary for an adult before

he can be admitted to baptism; and surely if the

adult repents and believes^ and yet has unavoid-

ably no opportunity of being baptized, he is

saved through repentance and faith without

baptism. Baptism, therefore, is as expressed

in the church catechism only generally necessary

to salvation. And if so it follows that there is

not a saying change of that kind connected with

its administration, which should make us con-

ceive either that a dying baptized infant is saved

by his baptism, or that an infant dying unbap-
tized is lost because he is not baptized.

(3.) But again it may be said—Is there no dif-

ference between the two ? Most certainly there is

in this respect. The baptized infant has been
visil^ly and really introduced into the new cove-

nant; he is seen like the family of Noah in the

r.rk, God having himself introduced him and
made fast the door; and therefore we know that

he is safe: and whatever may be the case with

those little ones who are not so introduced into

the covenant, this, at least, we may say, that it

were a strange thing if God having given us this

sign of His covenant mercy, and having com-
manded us to use it and seal our children with

it, we should nevertheless so little esteem it as

to derive no confidence and comfort from its

administration, looking on our children after

baptism exactly as we regarded them before. It

is not certainly thus that the church teaches us,

when she declares— '' It is certain bv
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that children which are baptized, dying before

they commit actual sin, are undoubtedly saved."
Reason The reason is here hinted at; the in-

why the f^j^^ i^^^ committed no actual sin—as

^^rlnltnces
therefore it has the inherited guilt of

a baptized ^^e old Adam, by natural birth, it is

infant, if it introduced to the inheritance of the
die, to he righteousness of Christ, not infused
undoubted- \y^^ imputed, by the new and spiritual
ij save

.

]-)ip^}i. fQj.^
a ^s by the oifence of one,

judgment came upon all men to condemnation,
even so by the righteousness of one the free gift

came upon all men unto justification of life,"

(Rom. V. 18.) The whole passage (Rom. v.)

shews that the justifying work of Christ is equal

at least in its effects to the condemning work of

Adam. Many, perhaps, have been puzzled by
this passage and the verses in connection with

it, because unless all who are affected by the

sin of Adam, (that is, the whole world), are

actually saved by the work and righteousness of

Christ, they do not see how the expressions are

strictly true. The difficulty is removed by re-

membering that the work of Christ reconciles

God to man. The atonement is made for all.

Sin clouded the face of Almighty love, so that

God, consistently with justice, could not look

on man with favour. Christ's work has re-

moved the cloud. God now shines forth on
man, and He speaks in gospel tones—" I am
reconciled to you, your sin is atoned for, be ye
reconciled to me."

But still it may be asked, how can the child

go to heaven without a changed heart. In
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answer, but without admitting the conclusioiTy

we sav, these things are beyond our comprehen-
sion. " The wind bloweth where it listeth/^

Si,c., " so is every one that is bom of the Spirit."

It must be remembered, however, that next to

the pardon of sin by the atonement, the gift of

the Spirit is the great purchase of Christ for his

people, arid that it is specially sealed in baptism.

The will has not yet power to exercise itself.

But it is the will that is in special rebellion.

If, then, the power of the Spirit be exerted, and
the rebel will be not yet able to resist, there is a
means e\ddent, by which the heart may be
rendered meet for God and heaven. God may,
by His powder, extinguish this rebellious prin-

ciple in the act of death. We know that in

none, not even in the aged saint, is it quite ex-

tinguished until that hour. Both principles are

perpetually striving in all God's saints, and it

is not until the hour of dissolution, that that

w^hich is bom of the flesh ceases to oppose that

which is born of the Spirit. Conversion, we
conceive, to be the overcoming of the tendency
to evil by the new principle of good, so that

though the tendency to evil remain, the tendency
to good is greater, and ordinarily predominant.
If this be so, there is no difficulty in supposing
that the infant not having yet attained the

power of working evil, may by the gentlest

power and process of the Holy Spirit, be solicited

and bent to good. But it does not foUowfrom
thence, that the effect is produced in baptism and
only in baptism, for then we must conceive bap-

tism to do far more for the babe than for a
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:grown person, mid. all unbaptized infants to be

ivithont any hope at all.

Still again, it must be a real comfort, nay,

more than this, a solid ground of peaceful trust

to bereaved parents, to know that their children

were baptized before they died, for having been
admitted by Christ's own command to his

church below, there cannot be a doubt that they

will be received into his church above ; and if this

be so we need not dwell on the blessing of in-

fant baptism in every case, and its immense
value in the cases of infant death. The parish

minister has multiplied opportunities of seeing

the anguish of the torn hearts of mothers when
their babes are taken from them ; he witnesses

their deep anxiety about their infants' state,

their longings for certainty in respect to their

salvation, and he has numberless opportunities

too, of witnessing the balm and the comfort con-

veyed to them by the seal of baptism, Heaven's
own seal, engrav-en so to speak, by God himself,

and that additional rest which they find in the

voice of the church, expressed in respect to that

seal, " that it is certain, from God's word, that

children dying in their infancy after baptism are

undoubtedly saved."

The difficulty, it should again be observed,

is not so much as to the mode in which baptized

infants, dying in their infancy are to be saved,

but how we are to conceive so very different an
effect produced by baptism in infants from that

which is produced in grown persons,* for it is

* There is an interestino; passage in Cvril on this ver'<7
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a strange thing to say that baptism gives the

seed at least of a new nature and heart to a

child, but that it bestows no such gift on an
adult ; and this must be so, according to the

view taken by many, for those very blessed

fruits, repentance and faith, are required pre-

vious to baptism in adults, but are the very

objects of baptism in children ; in other words,
according to this view, baptism in infants sows
the seed which is to produce in after life those

very things which, in the case of adults, are

required to be in existence before baptism be
administered. '^ If thou believest, said Philip

to the Eunuch, thou mayest be baptised."

"Repent, therefore, said Peter, and be baptized.^^
'^ Can any man forbid water, that these should

not be baptized, who have received the gift of

the Holy Ghost, as well as we ?" Acts x. 47.
Answer to It is our desire to leave the matter

questions here. It is not wise to pry too closely

asked re-
^^^^ mysteries, and who, except the

specting hard and cold rationalist, will deny
the heriefits that the sacraments are mysterious ?

ofinfant ^^ would add, moreover,—who but
baptism,

g^^i^ ^^^1^ ^^^^ a
^^.^it is the benefit

subject. It is as follows :—He is pressing the necessity of

water as well as Spirit in baptism. " Cornelius was a
great man, he was honoured with visions of angels ; he had
raised his prayers and alms in the sight of God as a goodly
monument in the heavens. Peter came and the Spirit was
poured on them that believed, &c. Yet after the gift of

the Spirit, the Scripture saith that Peter commanded them
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ : that the soul

having been regenerated through their faith, the body also

by means of water might share the gift."—Pt. 1, vol. ii.

Lib. of the Fathers, p. 27.
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Qt infant baptism ? because being much involved

in mystery^ it is not easy quite clearly to declare

it ?—or again, who but such would ask the ques-

tion, which is often put, Avhen we say that a

baptized infant dying, is certainly saved." Then
do you assert that if unbaptized it is not saved ?

We have nothing to do with such questions.

The only matter for us to consider is, whether
the ordinance is of Christ. If it be so, we hold

that it must carry a blessing with it, and we
need scarcely add, that if it be so, as on the one
hand it is a most fearful thing to despise, if so

on the other, it ought to be a most blessed and
joyful thing to embrace it. The reader will not

be sorry to read on the general matter the judg-
ment of the judicious Hooker :—
The we- " It greatly ofFendeth, that some,

cessity of -^yj^gn they labour to shew the use of
sacraments .tit .

•
i. ^i

nnto the
^"^ ^^^v sacraments, assign unto them

participa- ^10 end, but only to teach th^ mind by
tion of other senses that which the Word doth
Christ. teach by hearing. Whereupon, how
easily neglect and careless regard of so heavenly

mysteries may follow, we see in part ])y some
experience had of those men with whom that

opinion is most strong. For where the Word
of God may be heard, which teacheth with much
more expedition and more full explication any
thing we have to learn, if all the benefit we
receive by sacraments be instruction, they which
at all times have opportunity of using the better

mean to that purpose will surely hold the worse
in less estimation. And unto infants, which are

not capable of instruction, who would not think
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it a mere sui:)erfluity that any sacrament is ad-

ministered^ if to administer the sacraments be
])ut to teach receivers what God doth for them?
There is of sacraments therefore, undoubtedly,
some other more excellent and heavenly use.

Sacraments, by reason of their mixed nature,

are more diversely interpreted and disputed of

than any other parts of religion besides ; for

that in so great store of properties belonging to

the selfsame thing, as every man's wit hath
taken hold of some especial consideration above
the rest, so they have accordingly seemed one to

cross another, as touching their several opinions

about the necessity of sacraments; whereas in

truth their disagreement is not great. For, let

respect be had to the duty which every commu-
nicant doth undertake, and we may well de-

termine concerning the use of sacraments, that

they serve as bonds of obedience to God, strict

obligations to the mutual exercise of Christian

charity, provocations to godliness, preservations

from sin, memorials of the principal benefits of

Christ: respect the time of their institution, and
it thereby appeareth, that God hath annexed
them for ever unto the New Testament, as other

rites were before with the Old; regard the weak-
ness which is in us, and they are warrants for

the more security of our beUef ; compare the re-

ceivers of them with such as receive them not,

and sacraments are marks of distinction to

separate God's own from strangers: so that in

all tliese respects, they are found to be most
necessary. But their chiefest force and virtue

consisteth not herein, so much as in that they are
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heavenly ceremonies ivhich God hath sanctified

and ordained to be administered in his church:

first, as marks whereby to know when God doth

impart the vital or saving grace of Christ unto
all that are capal^le thereof; and, secondly, as

means conditional, which God requireth in

them unto whom he imparteth grace. For,

sith God in himself is invisible, and cannot by
us be discerned working, therefore when it

seemeth good in the eyes of his heavenly wis-

dom that men for some special intent and pur-

pose should take notice of his glorious presence,

he giveth them some plain and sensible token
whereby to know what they cannot see. For
Moses to see God and live was impossible; yet

Moses by fire knew where the glory of God ex-

traordinarily was present, (Exodus iii. 2.) The
angel by whom God endued the waters of the

pool, called Bethesda, with supernatural virtue

to heal, was not seen of any; yet the time of the

angePs presence known by the troubled motions
of the waters themselves, (John v. 4.) The
apostles, by fiery tongues which they saw, were
admonished when the Spirit, which they could

not behold, was upon them, (Acts ii. 3.) In
like manner it is with us. Christ and his Holy
Spirit, with all their blessed effects, though en-

tering into the soul of man, we are not able to

apprehend or express how, do notwithstanding

give notice of the times when they use to make
their access, because it pleaseth Almighty God
to communicate by sensible means those bles-

sings which are incomprehensible. Seeing,

therefore, that grace is a consequent of sacra-
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menls, a thing which accompanieth them as

their end^ a benefit which they have received

from God himself, the Author of sacraments,

and not from any other natural or supernatural

quality in them ; it may l)e here]3y l:)oth under-

stood, that sacraments are necessary, and that

the manner of their necessity to life supernatural

is not in all respects as food unto natural life,

because they contain in themselves no vital force

or efficacy; they are not physical, but moral
instruments of salvation, duties of service and
worship; which unless we perform as the Author
of Grace requireth, they are unprofitalile: for,

all 7'eceive not the grace of God, which receive

the sacraments of His grace. Neither is it ordi-

narily His will to bestow the grace of sacraments
on any but by the sacraments; which grace

also, they that receive by sacraments or with

sacraments, receive it from Hiin, and notfrom
them. For of sacraments, the very same is true

which Solomon's wisdom observeth in the Bra-
zen Serpent,* '^^ He that turned towards it, was
not healed by the thing he saw, but by Thee, O
Saviour of aiy (Wisd. xvi. 7-) This is there-

fore the necessity of sacraments/'f
Various It is our hope and belief, that no-

modes of thing that has been written in this tract,

^ture terms ^^^ violated the line of thought and

sanctify, Conduct, which w^e have above recom-
regenera- mended. To preserve this conduct, it

* ' Spiritus Sancti munus est gratiam implere mysterii.*

Ambros. in Luc. cap. iii. (1. ii. § 79.) ' Sanctificatis ele-

mentis eifectum non propria ipsorum natiira praebet, sed

virtus divina potent ius operatur. Cypr. de Chrism, (c. 2.)

t Hopkins' Works, vol. 1. p. 593.
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Hon, saint, is absolutely necessary" that we should
children of j-ejuember the difference of sense and
God, mem- • • ^ • ^ ^^ j i

j^.^ Q^ meaning m which the same words and

Christ. terms are used in Scripture. It is

evident, for instance, that the word election is

used both nationally and personally, that it is

applied to Christ and even to Angels—that

sanctification is sometimes setting apart by bap-

tism, as 1 Cor. vii. 14, and perhaps 1 Pet. i. 2.

and sometimes the communication of spiritual

hoHness—sometimes mere setting apart as John
17—19, 1st part, sometimes purifying by vica-

rious offices of devotion, as Job i. 5. sometimes
ceremonial, (as 2 Cor. vii. 14, 1st part of verse.)

Again, regeneration is said to be by different

instruments, as 1 Pet. i. 3, by resurrection figu-

ratively, and verse 23, by the word of God, and
John iii. 5, of water and of the Spirit. What
is said of sanctification, is equally applicable to

the word saints. They are so called by profes-

sion or by character. Baptism gives saintly

profession, and therefore in this sense, all the

baptized are saints, having been all sanctified or

set apart for God by baptism, but the higher

sense of the term saint, is that which is derived

from the possession of personal holiness. In
the former or mder sense, faithful is used as

Gontradistinctive to infidel, as in the prayer for

Good Friday " infidels*^ * are prayed for, as em-
bracing all the heathen, and so distinguished

from '^the faithful ^^ or the professing adherents

of Christ. In using the term saint, therefore,

* " Have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, Infidels and
Heretics/'—Coll. for Good Friday-
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as descriptive of those who are possessors of

saintly character, it would be safe generally to

prefix the epithet of true or some other of a

similar kind; otherwise the Scriptures become
unintelligible to those who carry the language

of sermons and devotional works to the inter-

pretation of the Bible, and who are surprized, in

consequence, to find churches of saints judaising

like the Galatian, or corrupted and full of

dissent and schism like the Corinthian, or cold

and dead like the Laodicean. The same remark
may be made in respect to the use of those

other terms, " children of God,^' " members of
Christ" which are descriptive generally of all

baptized persons, and are declaratory of God's
good will and covenant relation to them. AVhen
used by preachers and writers to describe the

inner church, if I may so speak, the assembly
of those who love God as their Father, and
Christ as their Saviour, Head, and Brother,

they should be preceded by some such epithet

as true or faithful, to show that they have the

character of God's children as well as childlike

privileges. It is, probably, in this view that

St. Paul sometimes uses the term ^^ faithful,^'

(saints and faithful brethren), though in the days

of the early church, when profession was a

matter of such excessive danger and worldly

loss, there was at first less likelihood of con-

fusion.

Privileges There is, it may be added, a con-
in Scrip- ^tant reference in Scripture to privi-

aryuments ^^g^^> ^s arguments for character. " As
Jor cha- many/' says St. Paul, (Gal. iii. 27-)
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racier, " as have been baptized unto Christ,
Gal. 111. 27. \^^yQ put on Christ/^ This is spoken

i4°^3Col of privilege and profession, " Put ye
on the Lord Jesus Christ/^ (Rom. xiii.

14.) This is evidently spoken of character, for

it is addressed to those who, by profession, had
put Christ on. So again the whole of the third

chapter of Colossians lias a baptismal basis, for

it is only the practical carrying out and enforce-

ment of those duties and that life which a bap-
tized Christian ought to live. Thus, for example,
(iii. 1.) " If ye then be risen A^nth Christ seek

those things which are above," &c. What does
the fipostle mean but that baptism represents

their burial with Christ and their rising with
Him, and that they, if they are true disciples,

must, by their heavenly desires, evidence their

new and heavenly calhng and state. So again

(Col. iii. 3.), " For ye are dead and your life is

hid with Christ in God," and (v. 5.) " mortify
therefore or put to death, or more emphatically
'^ make dead bodies of" [veK^wGart) your mem-
bers which are upon earth, &c. Here we see

that the first expression (v. 3.) denotes their

state of privilege into which baptismal profes-

sion had placed them, and the second the

character of Hfe which they were in consequence
called to lead.

So again (v. 9.) to the same purpose. For
if St. Paul had not meant that they had put on
the new man by profession in baptism, he could

not in the same breath have told them that they
were clothed with the new garments, and yet

exhorted them not to lie one to the other.
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But while all this is true, and while it can-
not but be acknowledged to he so by every
candid and thoughtful Christian, and while it

most fullv justifies the use of the expressions,
" child of God," " member of Christ," there is

one other class of difficulties connected with
baptismal blessings which it is right to notice.

Difficulty We are told that baptism is by the
ofexpres- g -. q Cor. xii. 13,) "For by one

tismal set'- •^P^^'it are we all baptized into one

q^ice—re- body, and have been all made to drink
(jeneratehy into one Spirit," and this latter ex-
£^^^7.^^°^y pression is particularly remarkable,
^"^ ' when compared with that (1 Cor. x.

4, 5,) and did all drink of the same spiritual

drink, for they drank of that spiritual rock that

followed them, and that rock was Christ. But
with many of them God was not pleased, for

they were overthrown in the wilderness. But,

Rom. viii. 9. " If any man have not the Spirit

of Christ, he is none of his," and to shew that

this possession of the Spirit of Christ is a vital

2:)ossession affecting the heart, the followingverse

goes on to declare—" If Christ be in you the

body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life

because of righteousness." How it may be
asked can a man be " none of Christ^s" and yet

a " member of Christ ?" Only, we answer, by
profession, (or) How, again, can a man have the

sealing of the Spirit in baptism, and yet not
possess the Spirit of Christ at all ? We answer
again, by referring to what we have before stated

on the general operations of the Spirit on the
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hearts of all^ and the more special operation on
true believers. The wind may breathe on a sail,

and yet the ship may be too heavy to be moved.
The Spirit may have been from infancy soliciting

the individual, but the dead momentum of cor-

ruption or the active principle of sin, may have
hitherto effectually resisted it.*

* The following passage from Waterland will be curious
and interesting to the reader :

—

He thus states the distinction between regeneration

and renovation. " Man does not regenerate himself, what-
ever hand he may otherwise have (but still under grace,)

in preparing or qualifying himself for it. God makes the

grant, and it is entirely his act ; man receives only, and is

acted upon, though sometimes active in qualifying himself,

as in the case of cidults, and sometimes entirely passive, as
in the case of infants. The thing granted and received is

a change from the state natural into the state spiritual,

and translation from the curse of Adam into the grace of

Christ.
" This change canies in it many privileges, but all re-

ducible to two ; remission of sins, and :. covenant claim,

for the time being, to eternal happiness. These blessings

may all be forfeited or finally lost, if a person revolts from
God, either for a time or for ever ; and then such a person

is no longer in a regenerate state with respect to any
saving effects ; but still God's original grant stands in full

force to take place as often as any revolter shall return, and
if he desires to be as before, he will not want to be rege-

nerated again, but renewed or reformed. The grant once
made continues always the same ; but the reception may
vary, because it depends upon the condition of the recipient.

Renovation is rather capacity or qualification (in adults),

for salutary regeneration than the regeneration itself; it

may and it should be in them before, in, and after baptism.

Preventing grace must go before, to work faith and repent-

ance : afterwards in baptism, the Holy Spirit fixes, as it

were, his dwelling, renewing the heart in greater measure ;

and if his motions are more and more complied with, the
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The whole economy (says Bishop Hopkms)
and dispensation of the kingdom of Christ is

managed by the Spirit of Christ, so that those

who are internally sanctified are regenerated by
his effectual operation, and those who are only

externally sanctified are regenerated by his pub-
lic institution, (i.e. are made members of the

dispensation of the regeneration). Infants,

therefore, are in baptism regenerated l)y the

Holy Ghost, because the Holy Spirit of God
appoints the ordinance to receive them into the

visible church, which is the regenerate part and

renewing grows through the whole course of the spiritual

life. Therefore, though we find no Scripture exhortations

made to Christians (for Nicodemus was a Jew) to become
regenerated, yet we meet with several to them to be re-

newed."

On the same subject Jeremy Taylor thus writes :

—

" For we must know that there is but one repentance

in a man's own life, if repentance be taicen in the proper

and strict evangelical covenant-sense, and not after the

ordinary understanding of the word : that is, we are but
once to change our whole estate of life, from the power of

the devil and his entire possession, from the state of sin

and death, from the body of corruption to the life of grace,

to the possession of Jesus, to the kingdom of the gospel,

and this done in the baptism of water, or in the baptism of

the Spirit, when the first rites comes to be verified by God's
grace coming upon us, and by our obedience to the hea-

venly calling, we working together with God. After this

change, if ever we fall into the contrary state, and be wholly
estranged from God and religion, and profess ourselves ser-

vants of unrighteousness, God hath made no more covenant

of restitution to us, there is no place left for any more re-

pentance, or entire change of condition, or new birth ; a
man can be regenerate but once."

—

Holy Life, §9- Of
Repentance.
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state of the church.

—

Bp. Hopkins, Vol. II.

426. On Baptism.
It is remarkable, moreover, and should claim

our serious consideration, that every gift exer-

cised by any member of the church of Christ, is

attributed to the working of the Holy Spirit.

" For to one (1 Cor. xii. 8.) is given by the Spirit

the word of wisdom, to another the word of

knowledge," &c. Now we should at first sup-

pose that these gifts, being the dowry of the

Spirit, could be received and exercised by none
but those who, in the common sense of the

phrase, are spiritually minded; and yet we know
from this very epistle what disorders, what
pride, what emulation, existed among those very

people that exercised them, and we have only

to look to the thirteenth chapter to be convinced
that all these gifts might dwell where, neverthe-

less, love did not inhabit. " Though I have the

gift of prophesy, and understand all mysteries,

&c., and have not charity I am nothing." It is

not to be supposed that the apostle could put
an hypothetical case which, by no possibility,

could be realized. We must, therefore, con-

clude that gifts might be, where love was not;

and these gifts too the gifts of the Spirit.

After this it becomes perfectly easy to assent

to the language of the baptismal service, for we
must interpret Scripture according to its litteral

meaning, and not according to our own precon-
ceived notions. Demas, who returned to the

world, as well as Hymeneus and Alexander,
whom the apostle excomnmnicated, had most
probably, nay, we may say most certainly had.
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in some way, been " enlightened and tasted of

the heavenly gift and of the powers of the world
to come, and yet had fallen away :" Heb. vi.

they had been under the influence of the Holy
Spirit, and yet they had apostatized.

Such These difficulties are not confined
difficul- ^Q baptism. They meet us whenever

confined
^® attempt curiously or metaphysi-

io bap. cally to enquire into the operations of

tism. the Holy Ghost on the heart of man.
It is possible for men " to taste of the heavenly

gift," and yet to fall away, (Heb. vi.) It is pos-

sible for the seed of the Word to "spring up for a

time" and then to be " choked^^ by worldly care

and worldly lusts. And yet St. John tells us that
" the seed remaineth in him, (i. e. in the believer)

and he cannot sin, because he is born of God."

There is no difficulty here to humble minds.
" The wind bloweth where it hsteth." The
Spirit^s operations are viewless, inaudible, mys-
terious. There is an election, a true seed. The
election shall be saved, the true seed in the right

soil shall blossom and bear fruit. '^ All that

the Father hath given me shall come unto me,
and no man is able to pluck them out of my
Father's hand." John x. 28—9.

But while it is more than we can see to be
authorized by Scripture, to declare that in all the

myriads of unhappy baptized that people the

great towns of the land, the seed of God's trans-

forming grace has been really sown, we are not
A blessing the persons to deny that a blessing
mustac- accompanies Christ's own ordinance.



CONCLUDING CONSIDERATIONS ETC. 179

company whenever administered.* We leave it

Christ's ^Q those who are disposed to definemys-
ordmance.

^^^.^^ minutely, to declare and define

what this blessing is. Of this there cannot be a

doubt that the Holy Ghost is vouchsafed in larger

measure under this dispensation than that Blessed

Person was under the patriarchal or prophetic.

Promise " If I go not away the Paraclete cannot
of the Pa- come; and when he shall come he shall

IZiilsian
reprove the world of sin, of righteous-

of sins ness, and ofjudgment." John xvi. 7. It

sealed. is in this threefold character that He has
been given, and it is in this that He is, we believe,

sealed to the child in baptism, and ivill be realized

to him and to his parents to help them in their

child^s education, by acting on his corrupt heart

in infancy and in childhood, in bringing early

lessons to his memory, giving counsels and hea-

venly imjjressions, and even if so despised, warn-
ings and disquietude, amid the lusts and temp-
tations, and the business and bustle of mature
age. It is this, together ivith the ivashing away

* Our last position is that baptism is an ordinary means
appointed by Christ, for the real and effectual sanctification of
his chu*'ch. For this is the great end of all gospel ordi-

nances, that through them might be conveyed that grace TOv^

which might purify the heart and cleanse the life. And
though I do not affirm that baptism doth effect this in all

to whom it is rightly applied. Yet this I do affirm and
maintain, that there is no reason to doubt the salvation of

any who by this holy ordinance are consecrated unto God,
until by their actual and wilful sinning, they thrust away
from them those benefits which God intends there by it.

—

Bishop Hopkins, vol. ii. p. 428.
(a) It is evident that grace is here used as the quickening vital

power of the Holy Spirit.

N 2
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of the guilt and condemnation oforiginal sin, that

we again repeat it to be our belief to be* sealed

to the infant or adult in baptism.
This the It is not our own unsupported

opinion of opinion that we have here advanced.
le ciurci.

j^ ^^ because we believe this to be the

doctrine of the church, as interpreting Scripture

truth, that we with great confidence insist upon
it. On this account she teaches her children to

pray

—

" Take not Thy Holy Spirit from us."

On the same account she again teaches us to

pray " that we, being regenerate and made Thy
children by adoption and grace, may daily be
renewed by Thy Spirit.^^

The Prayer We would ever remember ourselves,

•J ffj
^^d we would especially remind our

^catholic
^^ brethren, that the Prayer Book in its

church. Articles and Formularies,t contains

the Creed of the protestant, and, we

* The ordinance of Baptism has been not unjustly com-
pared to the ceremony of taking up the chartered freedom
of a city. All the privileges of the city belong to the free-

men ; all the blessings of the covenant are the property of

the baptized.

t Whosoever (Article xxxiv.) through his private judg-
ment, willingly and purposely doth openly break the tradi-

tions and ceremonies of thechurch, ivhich be not repuynant to

the ivord of God and be ordained and api>roved by common
authority ought to be rebuked openly.

It were much to be desired that our brethren who dis-

sent from us would more deeply weigh the evils of separa-

tion. They do not, we are confident, sufficiently estimate

the value of union. They do not consider, as they should,

the evil of schism. It may be very well for worldly men to

say that competition and emulation produce activity.

—

Activity in religion, growing out of the soil of any motive
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might justly say, catholic * churchman. It is the

embodying of the doctrines of the earl)^ ancient

universal church as far as they are founded on
Holy Scripture, There is no doctrine within

its covers that was not held by antiquity, and
there is none which cannot be scripturally

proved.f These were the two particulars inva-

but love, is baneful and vicious. The stickling about cere-

monies and vestments and music and such matters, in past

time has been thebane of religion amongus. Even the good Bp.
Hooper had scruples of this sort which he had gathered
abroad, whichwere partially overborne, however, by the wiser
reasons of Cranmer, Bucer, and Peter Martyr. The great

mistake is, the supposition that unity of body is not re-

quired by Scripture, and that the unity of spirit can be
maintained in a world like this without unity of body. We
write this with no feehngs but those of love. We are

acquainted with excellent persons among the dissenters.

We are persuaded that many of them are among God's
" Jewels." But it must never be forgotten that a system
may in separate instances produce very fair and lovely fruits,

which however, in .the long run, may be most destructive

to a community.

* It seems to have been forgotten by the very body
appropriating to itself the name of catholic, that Vincent
of Lerins had been unanimously approved in denying it to

all who hold not what has been believed, every where, ever,

and by all. England, happily, was not so rash. Her
divines admitted no scholastic sophistry as a sufficient sup-

port for questionable principles., Tliey would hear nothing

but the clear voices of Scripture and primitive antiquity.

Hence their work was truly catholic. It bore, as Vincent
admirably demands, the genuine stamp of universality,

antiquity and consent.

—

Soames, Elizabeth, Relig. His. P. 8.

t The method which they, (the Reformers) followed,

was this : First, the whole business they were to consider

was divided into so many heads, which were proposed as

queries, and these were given out to so many bishops and



182 EXTRACTS FROM HOOKER COMMENTED ON.

riably looked for by its compilers, the first as

highly desirable, but the latter as indispensible.
Its com- These compilers were Cranmer, arch-
pilers. bishop and maytyr; Ridley, bishop and
martyr; Bishops Holbeach and Goodrick, and
Doctors May, Taylor, Heynes, and Cox, of

whom it has been well observed that ^^ eight

men of greater ability, learning, industry, and
integrity, conjoined, could not easily have been
brought together in any age or in any country."

^g^- divines ; and at a prefixed time, every one
brought his opinion inwriting on all the queries.

This the reader will find in the collection.—Vol. 1. p. 446.
The resolutions of several bishops and divines, of some

questions concerning the sacraments; by which it will

appear with what maturity and care they proceeded in the
Reformation, &c,

1st.—Q. What a sacrament is by the Scripture ?

2nd.—Q. What a sacrament is by the ancient authors ?

3rd.—Q. How many sacraments there be by the
Scripture ?

4th.—Q. How many sacraments there be by the ancient

authors ?

5th.—Q. Whether this word sacrament be and ought
to be attributed to the seven only ? and whether the seven

sacraments be found in any of the old authors ? &c. &c.

—

Collection of Records, vol. 2. p. 294.

All this was finished and set forth this year with a
preface written by those of the clergy who had been em-
ployed in it ; declaring with what care they had examined
the Scriptures, and the ancient doctors, out of whom they
had faithfully gathered this exposition of the Christian

faith.

—

Burnet, Hist. Reform, vol. 1. p. 452.

^-
^- They resolved to retain such things as the

primitive church had practised, cutting off such
abuses as the later ages had grafted on them ; and to con-

tinue the use of such other things, which, though they

had been brought in not so early, yet were of good use to
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It may not be unacceptable to the reader

that we should make the following extracts from
Hooker.

It must be remembered that the grand contro-

versy between that great man and the puritans,

(one of whose champions v^-bs (T. C.) Cartwright),

concerned the necessity of an exact setting forth

in Scripture of every church ordinance, rite,

and part of discipline, to the minutest particular.

This was carried so far by Cartwright, that he
asserted that if a child should incur damnation
for want of baptism, and there were no minister

present to baptize, it were better that the child

should be damned than God's ordinance \dolated

in the least particular, as it would be by lay

baptism.

In the following extract Hooker shows that

there is a principal, and that there are accidents

in almost every thing natural as well as spiritual,

and that accidents are not of the essence of the

thing, be it natural or be it spiritual.

" Furthermore, because definitions are to

express but the most immediate and nearest

parts of nature, whereas other principles farther

oiF, although not specified in defining, are not-

withstanding in nature impUed and presupposed,

beget devotion ; and were so much recommended to the

people, by the practice of them, that the laying them aside

would perhaps have alienated them from the other changes
they made. And therefore they resolved to make no
change without very good and weighty reasons ; in which
they considered the practice of our Saviour, who did not
only comply with the rites of Judaism himself, but even

the prayer he gave to his disciples, was framed according

to their forms, &c. &c.

—

Ibid. vol. 3. p. 117.
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We must note, that inasmuch as sacraments are

actions religious and mystical, which nature they
have not unless they proceed from a serious

meaning (and what every man's private mind is,

as we cannot know, so neither are we bound to

examine,) therefore always in these cases the

known intent of the church generally doth suf-

fice ; and where the contrary is not manifest,*

we may presume that he which outwardly doth
the work, hath inwardly the purpose of the

church of God. Concerning all other orders,

rites, prayers, lessons, sermons, actions, and
their circumstances whatsoever, they are to the

outward substance of baptism but things acces-

sory, which the wisdom of the church of Christ

is to order according to the exigence of that

which is principal. Again, considering that

such ordinances have been made to adorn the

sacrament,t not the sacrament to depend upon
them; seeing also that they are not of the sub-

stance of baptism, and that baptism is far more
necessary than any such incident rite or so-

lemnity ordained for the better administration

thereof :{ if the case be such as permitteth not
baptism to have the decent complements of

* ' Si aliquid ministri agere intendant, puta sacris illu-

dere mysteriis, vel aliud quod ecclesise non consentiat, nihil

agitur : sine fide enim spiritualis potestas exerceri quidem
potest, sine ecclesiae intentione non potest.* Lancel. Inst.

Jur. Can. lib. ii. Tit. ii. 5. Hoc tamen.

t ' Accessorium non regulat principale, sed ab eo re-

gulatur/ 42. De Regul. Jur. in Sext. lib. iii. ff. quod jussu.

X
' Etsi nihil facile mutandura est ex solemnibus, tamen

Ubi aequitas evidens poscit, subveniendum est,' Lib. clxxxiii.

de Reg. Jur,
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Lay hap- baptism, better it were to enjoy the
tism in body without his furniture, than to

^necessity.
^^'^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ opportunity of

that for which we desire it be lost.

Which premises standing, it seemeth to have
been no absurd collection, that in cases of ne-

cessity, which will not suifer delay till baptism
be administered with usual solemnities, it may
(to speak the least) be tolerably given without
them, rather than any man without it should be
suffered to depart this life.''

Cartwright says further that " water is of no
importance. For even as in another place.

Matt. iii. 11, by " fire and the Spirit," he mean-
eth nothing but the Spirit of God, which
purgeth and purifieth as the fire doth; so in this

place, John iii. by " water and the Spirit,'' he
meaneth nothing else but the Sj)irit of God, which
cleanseth the filth of sin and cooleth the boiling

heat of an unquiet conscience, as water washeth
that which is foul and quencheth the heat of fire."

Hooker^ in answer, says—" They know that

of all the ancients there is not one to be named
that ever did otherwise either expound or allege

the place, than as implying external baptism.

Shall that which hath always * received this and
no other construction be now disguised with the

toy of novelty? Must we needs, at the only

show of a critical conceit, without any more
deliberation, utterly condemn them of error^

which will not admit that fire in the words of

* ' Minime sunt mutanda, quae interpretationem ceitam

semper habuerunt.' D. lib. i. tit. 2. lib xxiii.
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John is quenched with the name of the Holy
Ghost; or, with the name of the Spirit, water

dried up in the words of Christ ? When
the letter of the law hath two things plainly and
expressly specified, water and the Spirit ; water

as a duty required on our parts, the Spirit as a

gift which God bestoweth; there is danger in

presuming so to interpret it, as if the clause

which concerneth ourselves were more than

needeth. We may, by such rare expositions,

attain perhaps in the end to be thought witty,

but with ill advice. Finally, if at* the time

when that baptism which was meant by John
came to be really and truly performed by Christ

himself, we find the apostles that had been, as

we are, before baptized, new baptized with the

Holy Ghost, and in this their later baptism as

well a visible descent of fire, (Acts ii. 3.) as a

secret miraculous infusion of the Spirit ; if on
us He accomplish likewise the heavenly work
of our new birth, not with the Spirit alone, but
with water thereunto adjoined, sith the faith-

fullest expounders of His words are His own
deeds, let that which His hand hath manifestly

wrought, declare what His speech did doubt-
fully utter.^'t

In addition to what Hooker has here ad-

* " John baptized with water, but you shall within few
days be baptized with the Holy Ghost." Acts i. 5.

f The meaning of which is, that as the giving of the

Holy Ghost accompanied by fire, proves that, by " fire"

our Lord really meant "fire'' so when he used the word
" water," as the matter of baptism, he really meant that

water was to be used.—An argument against the Quakers.
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vanced we may well ask what the Quakers have
gained in spirituality by setting at naught the

outward and prescribed forms of the sacrament?

There is always danger in extremes. Tlie over-

straining of the grace of the sacraments has a

direct tendency to produce the contempt of

them, just as the legitimate spawn of po|)ish

superstition is, and has been, and always will

be infidelity.

Amwei' It is, however, most certainly often
toiheques- asked in the present day ^^ of what

Ih^me^'of
^^^ ^s baptism?" Or it is put thus—

baptism.
" ^^ Y^^ say that children dying after

baptism are undoubtedly saved, do you
mean to say that if they are not baptized they

are not saved ?"

Now we hold both these questions to be
highly improper: not that we mean to stop the

anxious inquiry of a bereaved parent whose child

has died unbaptized: in such a case the question

is both just and natural ? and we have no hesi-

tation in saying that the child will not suffer

from the want of that which its parents would
gladly have given. We will also add that,

grievous and unnatural as we believe the error

of the baptists to be, in denying baptism to their

children, we trust and humbly and earnestly be-

lieve that God wiU not visit upon the souls of

the dying little ones the neglect, in many in-

stances quite conscientious, however mistaken,

of their parents.

Such ques' But having said thus much, we again
tions are repeat that the questions asked above
cavils. ^^^ highly improper. To ask such
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questions is to cavil at Christ's ordinance. For
if Christ has really ordained the sacrament of

baptism, or that of His own supper, there is no
further room for question. If He ordained

baptism. He had most assuredly a reason for

ordaining it : He does not, he cannot act with-

out a wise object and purpose. And not only

this; but as all his purposes are purposes of love

and mercy, as his kingdom is a kingdom oi grace,

every act and institution in the administration

of this kingdom must be an act and institution

of grace. There must, therefore, be a gracious

purpose in the ordinance of baptism. This is

sufficient for us ; it stops all questioning : Our
master has commanded it ; and it is our wisdom
as well as our privilege, our duty as well as our
interest, to obey.

It will not do to say that faith is the grand
requisite in this dispensation, and that therefore

the sacraments are unnecessary: for obedience

to the commands of our Lord in regard to the

sacraments is a part of thefruit offaith. Faith
can only be exercised on the written Word. The
written Word clearly prescribes both the sacra-

ments. It is therefore the business of faith to

reverence sacramental ordinances, and to expect
God's special blessing on the performance of

His special command. We will make one other

extract from Hooker, bearing on this part of

our subject.
Means " There are that elevate too much

appointed ^^ ordinary and immediate means of

necessary ^^^fy
relying wholly upon the bare con-

to the end ceit of that eternal election, which not-
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ordained Avithstanding includeth a subordination
hy Him. Qf means, wdthout which we are not
actually brought to enjoy what God secretly did

intend; and therefore to build upon God's elec-

tion, if we keep not ourselves to the ways which
he hath appointed for men to walk in, is but a

self-deceiving vanity. When the apostle saw
men called to the participation of Jesus Christ,

after the Gospel of God embraced and the sa-

crament of life received, he feareth not then to

put them in the number of elect saints (Eph, i.

1.), he then accounteth them delivered from
death and clean purged from all sin, (Eph. v. 8.)

Till then, notwithstanding their preordination

unto life, which none could know of, saving

God, what were they in the apostle's own ac-

count, but children of wrath, as well as others,

plain aliens, altogether without hope, strangers,

utterly without God in the present world? So
that by sacraments, and other sensible tokens of

grace, we may boldly gather, that He whose
mercy vouchsafeth now to bestow the means,
hath also long sithence intended us that where-
unto they lead. But let us never think it safe

to i^resume of our own last end by bare conjec-

tural collections of His first intent and purpose.
Baptism the means failing that should come be-

ts implied
tiDeen. Predestination bringeth not to

/«....«/
'

life without the grace of external voca-

means in tion, wherein our baptism is implied,

ourvoca- (Rom. viii. 30.) For as we are not
Hon lead- naturally men without birth, so neither
ing to the ^^^ ^^^^ Christian men in the eye of the
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predestined church of God but by new birth; nor
ew^. according to the manifest ordinary

course of divine dispensation new-born (regen-

erated), but by that baptism which both de-

clareth and maketh us Christians. In which
respect, we justly hold it to be the door of our
actual entrance into God's house, the first appa-
rent beginning of life,* a seal perhaps to the

grace of election before received, but to our
sanctification here, a step that hath not any be-

fore it.

" There were of the old Valentinian heretics

some which had knowledge in such admiration,

that to it they ascribed all, and so despised the

sacraments of Christ, pretending that as igno-

rance had made us subject to all misery, so the

full redemption of the inward man, and the work
of our restoration, must needs belong unto
knowledge only. They draw very near unto
this error, who fixing wholly their minds on the

known necessity of faith,t imagine that nothing
but faith is necessary for the attainment of all

/Sacra- grace. Yet is it a branch of belief,
mmts in ^^^^ sacraments are in their place no

asweces-^^^ less required than belief itself. For
sary as when our Lord and Saviour promiseth

* 'Ap;^>) ixoi Z^oijQ TO fSdTTTKTua. Basil, de Spir. Sanct.

cap. lO.

'f-
' Hie scelestissirai illi provocant quaestiones. Adeo

dicunt, baptismus non est necessarius quibus fides satis

est. Tertull. de Baptis, [c. 13.] ' Huic nulla proderit

fides, qui, cum possit, non percipit Sacraraentum.' Bern.
Epist, Ixx. ad Hugon.
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even faith eternal life^ is it any otherwise than as
itself. yIq promised restitution of health unto
Naaman the Syrian, namely with this condition,
" Wash, and be clean ?'^ (2 Kings, v. 14.) or, as

to them which were stung of serpents, health, by
beholding the Brazen Serpent? (Num. xxi. 8.)

If Christ himself which giveth salvation do
require baptism; (Mark xvi. 16.) it is not for us
that look for salvation to sound and examine liinij

whether unbaptized men may be saved; but
seriously to do that which is required, and re-

ligiously to fear the danger which may grow by
the want thereof. Had Christ only declared his

will to have all men baptized, and not acquainted

us with any cause why baptism is necessary,

our ignorance in the reason of that he enjoineth

might perhaps have hindered somewhat the fcr-

wardness of our obedience thereunto ; whereas
now being taught that baptism is (generally)

Baptism necessary to take away sin, how have
generally

^^,g ^^^ ^^^^ ^f Qq^^ jj^ ^^^j. hearts, if
necessary r i v • > i r
to salvation

^^^^ ^* deiivermg men s souls irom sm
—Church do not move us to use all means for

Catechism, their baptism ? Pelagius, * which
denied utterly the guilt of original sin, and in

that respect the necessity of baptism, did not-

withstanding, both baptize infants, and acknow-
ledge their baptism necessary for entrance into

the kingdom of God. Now the law of Christ,

which in these considerations maketh baptism

* ' Pelagius asserere arrepta impietate prsesumit non
propter vitam, sed propter regnurn coelorum baptismum
parvulis conferendum.' Euseb. Emis. Horn. v. de Pasch.

[t. V. par. I. p. 560.]
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necessary, must be construed and understood
according to rules of natural equity.* Which
rules if they themselves did not follow in ex-

pounding the law of God, would they ever be
able to prove, that the scripture, saying, " Who-
so believeth not the Gospel of Christ, is con-

demned already,'^ (T. C. 1. i. p. 143,) meaneth
this sentence of those which can hear the Gospel,
and have discretion when they hear, to under-
stand it ; neither ought it to be applied unto
infants, deaf men, and fools ? That which
teacheth them thus to interpret the law of Christ,

is natural equity. And (because equity so
Outward teachetti) it is on all parts gladly con-

baptismnot fessed, that there may be in divers
always m- i-r i • i. r •

i i. i^-

dispensable.
^^^^^ ^"^ "7 vii'tue of mward baptism,

even where outward is not found. So
that if any question be made, it is but about the

bounds and limits of this possibility. For ex-

ample, to think that a man whose baptism the

crown of martyrdom preventeth, doth lose in

that case the happiness which so many thousands

enjoy, that only have had the grace to believe,

and not the honour to seal the testimony thereof

with death, were almost barbarous.^^

Of infants " Touching infants which die unbap-
dyingwith- tized, sith they neither have this sacra-

Sm
^^'

iT^^nt itself, nor any sense or conceit

thereof, the judgment of many hath
gone hard against them. But yet seeing grace

is not absolutely tied unto sacraments ; and be-

.
* ' Benignius leges interpretandse sunt, quo voluntas

earum" conservetur.' L. Benign. D. de Legib. et Sera.
Tusc.
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sides, such is the lenity of God, that unto things

altogether impossible he bindeth no man; but,

where we cannot do what is enjoined us, ac-

cepteth our will to do instead of the deed itself;

again, for as much as there is in their Christian
Desire parents, and in the church of God, a

for their presumed desire, that the sacrament of

pJ^elumed
baptism might be given them, yea, a

in their purpose also that it shall be given

:

parents. remorse of equity hath moved divers

of the school-divines * in these considerations,

ingenuously to grant, that God, all merciful to

such as are not in themselves able to desire bap-
tism, imputeth the secret desire that others have
in their behalf, and accepteth the same as theirs,

rather than casteth away their souls for that

which no man is able to help. And of the will

of God to impart His grace unto infants without
baptism in that case, the very circumstance of

their natural birth may serve as a just argument;
whereupon it is not to be misHked, that men in

charitable presumption do gather a great likeli-

hood of their salvation, to whom the benefit of
Christian Christian parentage being given, the

parentage
^.gg^ ^^^ should foUow is prevented by

fants thT' some such casualty, as man hath him-

right to self no power to avoid. For we are

baptism. plainly taught of God, that the seed

of faithful parentage is holy from the very birth.

Which albeit we may not so understand, as if

* Gers. Serm. in Nativit. Beatse Mar. [consid. 2.]

Cajetan. in 3. Tho. ix. 68. Art. 1. et 2. Biel. in 4. Sen-

ten, d. 4. q. 2. Tilman. Segeberg. de Sacr. cap. 1. Elisius

Neapol. in Clyp. advers. Haeres. cap. de Baptis.

O
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the children of believing parents were without
sin; or grace from ])aptized parents derived by
propagation; or God^ by covenant and promise,

tied to save any in mere regard of their parents'

belief: yet seeing, that to all professors of the

name of Christ this pre-eminence above infidels

is freely given, that fruit of their bodies bringeth

into the world with it apresent interest and ri^ht

to those means wherewith the ordinance of

Christ is that His church shall be sanctified, it

is not to be thought that He which, as it were,

from heaven, hath nominated and designed

them unto holiness by special privilege of their

very birth, will Himself deprive them of regene-
Jnward ration and inward grace, only because

grace may necessity depriveth them of outward

sumed'iobe sacraments. In which case, it were

given to the the part of charity to hope, and to

children of make men rather partial than cruel
Christian judges, if we had not those fair ap-
parents

pearances which here we have. Where-
thoughthey f -^ ^i. • r
he not hap- ^^^^ ^ necessity there is of receiving,

tized. and a necessity of administering, the

sacrament of baptism; the one peradventure
not so absolute as some have thought, but out of

all peradventure the other more strait and nar-

row than that the church, which is by office a

mother unto such as crave at her hands the

sacred mystery of their new birth;, should repel

them, and see them die unsatisfied of these their

ghostly desires, rather than give them their

souls' rights with omission of those things

which serve but only for the more convenient
and orderly administration thereof."
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The arguments in the extracts which we
have just given are further strengthened in

Hooker's view by noticing the inferior degree of

precision with which the rules for baptism are

set down, when compared with those for circum-
cision.

tism ^( We have for baptism no day set,

**?,^^, as the Jews had for circumcision;

right^as
neither have we by the law of God,

soon as but only by the church's discretion, a
born. place thereunto appointed. Baptism,
therefore, even in the meaning of the law of

Christ, belongeth unto infants capable thereof

from the very instant of their birth.* Which
if they have not howsoever, rather than lose it

by being put off because the time, the place, or

some such hke circumstance doth not solemnly
enough concur, the church, as much as in her

lieth, wilfully casteth not away their souls."

In all these enquiries it should ever be re-

membered that the sacraments are only channels

of grace. If we wish the full and rich benefits

of the sacrament of baptism for our child, we
The full must bring him to baptism in faith.

blessings of ^^Tq ^lust see God in His own ordi-

^^e^T ^^^^^- " '^^ manner," says Hooker,

faith.
" of the necessity of the sacraments

to hfe supernatural, is not in all

respects as food unto natural life, because they

contain in themselves no vital force or efficacy;

they are not physical, but moral instruments

* ' In omnibus obligationibus, in quibus dies non
ponitur, prsesenti die debetur.' Lib. xiv. D. de Reg. Jun

o 2
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of salvation, duties of service and worship;

which unless we perform as the Author of

Grace requireth, they are unprofitable : for,

all receive not the grace of God, which receive

the sacraments of His grace. Neither is it ordi-

narily His will to bestow the grace of sacraments

on any but by the sacraments; which grace

also, they that receive by sacraments or with

sacraments, receive it from Him, and notfrom
them. For of sacraments, the very same is true

which Solomon's wisdom observeth in the

Brazen Serpent,* " He that turned towards
it, was not healed by the thing he saw, but by
Thee, O Saviour of all,'' (Wisd. xvi. 70 This
is therefore the necessity of sacraments. That
saving grace which Christ originally is, or

hath for the general good of his whole church,

by sacraments he severally deriveth into every

member thereof. Sacraments serve as the in-

struments of God, to that end and purpose;
moral instruments, the use whereof is in our
own hands, the effect in His; for the use we
have His express commandment, for the effect

His conditional promise: so that without our
obedience to the one, there is of the other no
apparent assurance; as contrariwise, where the

signs and sacraments of His grace are not either

through contempt unreceived, or received with

contempt, we are not to doubt, but that they

really give what they promise, and are what they

* ' Spiritus Sancti munus est gratiam implere mysterii.*

Ambros. in Luc. cap. iii. (1. ii. § 79.) ' Sanctificatis ele-

mentis effectura non propria ipsorum natura prsebet, sed

virtus divina potentius operatur. Cypr. de Chrism, (c. 2.)
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signify. For we take not baptism, nor the

eucharist, for bare resemblances or memorials of

things absent, neither for naked signs and testir

monies assuring us of grace received before, but

(as they are indeed and in verity), for means ef-

fectual^ whereby God, when we take the sacra-

ments, dehvereth into our hands that grace

available unto eternal life, which grace the sa-

craments represent or signify.'^* This most
undoubtedly is the feeling with which the

true Christian would himself receive the sacra-

ment of the Lord's supper, and with which
too he would bring his child to baptism.

Hooker grants the sacraments to be "bonds
of obedience, memorials of heavenly benefits,

ordinances for ever annexed to the new dispensa-

tion, warrants for the greater security of our
belief and marks of our profession,^' but chiefly he
insists upon their being " sanctified ordinances.'^

His language runs perhaps deeper than we can
exactly follow, but we beheve that it would be
difficult to set hmits to the expectations which
we may reasonably and scripturaUy form of the

blessings which are to be derived from them.
The large A father and a mother should carry

^
rT^* their infant with swelling hearts to the

baptismal font. Tliey should pray for

* 'Dum homini bonum invisibile redditur, foris ei

ejusdem significatio per species visibiles adhibetur, ut foris

excitetur et intus reparetur. In ipsa vasis specie virtus

exprimitur medicinae.' Hugo de Sacram. Hb. i. cap. 3.

' Si ergo vasa sunt spiritualis gratise Sacramenta> non ex

suo sanant, quia vasa eegrotum non curant, sed raedicina.'

Idem, lib. i. cap. 4.
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parents and in faith expect the power of the
may expect, jj^iy f^^^^'^^^ Tj^ey should not be con-

tent merely with those blessings which we
believe, and which we have asserted that scrip-

ture warrants us in believing, to be sealed to

every baptized infant, (viz.,) the remission of

original sin, God's adoption and the aid of the

Holy Spirit,—they should expect more, they

should ask for more. They should pray that the

work of renovation may at once commence, that

it may grow with the growth and more than

strengthen with the strength of the child, that it

may overpower rising corruption, extinguish the

flames of unlawful desire, quell bad passions,

and dwell constantly in their little one, making
a home of its bosom, and a church of its heart.

Peculiar ^^ There are gales of the spirit/' says
influence of the late eminent Robert Hall, and if
the Holy

^hese gales may be expected to rise
^* ' and to blow with peculiar force and
peculiar sweetness, at any special time, most
surely we cannot be wrong in looking for them
at that most sacred and most interesting of all

seasons, when parents bring their child to put it

into the Redeemer's arms to be sealed with his

own red seal of covenant love. For over that

sacred scene the deepest feelings of the human
soul and the richest blessings of Heaven's mercy
seem to join their hands. He who calls himself

our Father in heaven, has a peculiar sympathy
with that father and mothen As the father of

prodigals He is there receiving back to his bosom
prodigal child, running a great way out in the

ordinance of his grace to meet him, giving him
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the kiss of forgiveness and the ring of privileged

union. All, as has been said above, is love and
grace on God's part ; the parent should pray-

that the seeds of repentance and gratitude and
of the spirit of adoption should be sown in the

child, so that he on his part, may return love

for love.

Such prayers cannot be thrown away—nay,

more, we may add that such prayers persevered in

cannot but be answered. If Augustin was given

to the fervent prayers of his mother Monica ; if

the faith of his grandmother Lois, and his mother
Eunice, descended through the reading of the

scriptures and prayer, as a kind of inheritance

to Timothy, most surely every parent may look
for and may confidently expect similar blessings.

The promise, moreover, is sure, to parents—"train

up a child in the way he should go, and when
he is old he will not depart from it." Most
certainly this text is a rock of strength and sup-

port for a parent. " According to their faith

shall it be done unto them." He that prescribes

the end appoints the means. Man must not
act upon God's secret purposes, but upon his

declared commands. He must put his trust and
build his faith on the promises, confidently ex-

pecting their fulfilment. This is the way in

which the piety of parents may become the in-

heritance of their children, descending through
the waters of baptism, and the influence of the

Holy Ghost in education, daily renewed because
daily prayed for and expected, to generation after

generation.





NOTE

Which should have been inserted at page 75, in the TJiird Part,

where Sponsors are represented as Spiritual Nurses.

" It is perhaps not irrelevant to the subject to introduce

in this place an observation respecting proxies in baptism.

It will be seen that the office of a sponsor is two-fold : he

answers for the child or is the child's voice, and he is also

the guarantee to the church and congregation for the

Christian education of the child. It will be seen from a

consideration of this his twofold character, that a proxy
cannot rightly fulfil by his presence at the ordinance the

part of his principal (i.e.) of the sponsor represented by
him. He may be the voice of the child, but by being so

he must remember that he becomes pro tanto the child's

sponsor ; but he cannot be the guarantee which the church
requires for the Christian education of the child.*

The action of the officiating clergyman, when he has

baptized the child, very beautifully and significantly indi-

cates the view of the church. He receives the child from
the arms of the nurse into his own, but he returns it into

the arms of one of the sponsors. The nurse is the repre-

sentative of the natural state, he himself, as Christ's minis-

ter, represents his Master, and the sponsors represent the

church. The truth symbolized is, therefore, the beautiful

and affecting truth that Christ, in baptism, takes the child

out of the tutelage of nature and puts it into the guidance

of His church—His own blessed Spirit enabling the church
to discharge the sacred office of a new and spiritual

mother.

But if this be so, two conclusions result necessarily from

* The Members of the House of Lords, can vote by proxy, because
they are principals. The members of the other House cannot, because
they are representatives. The true principal in baptism is the infant :

the sponsor is his representative j it is therefore impossible by this nile
that he who represents another can be himself represented by his proxy,
so as to keep still his character : the proxy in fact becomes the sponsor.

P
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it : the one is the importance of the character of the sponsors,

and the other is the difficulty of any proxy's rightly perform-
ing the office. We say the difficulty, because we believe

that there is one way in which it may be met; we do not

in truth think it impossible that a proxy may discharge

the duty of his principal at the baptism, although it is evi-

dent that the church no where contemplates such a cha-
racter as the proxy. The way in which we think it

possible that the character may be sustained is by a

declaration at the baptism of the name of the real sponsor,

and of his expressed willingness to perform all the spon-
sors duties. The church is by this method put in posses-

sion of that which she desires to be informed of, the cha-
racter of the sponsor, and his capability of rightly

performing the office.

We cannot, however, help cautioning Christians against

the general use of proxies, and indeed adding a word
of caution also in regard to the choice of sponsors. The
office should not be made—it is in truth an unholy per-

version to make it a matter of compliment and family

courtesey. It were far better in all cases to take some
godly friend or neighbour who might rightly perform
the afterpart of the duties attached to it, than to call

in any relative on whose constant prayer for the infant

reliance could not be placed. If our views, which we
believe to be the view of the church—be right, that the

Holy Spirit's influence (the right of the Christian child

by Christian parentage, and of the heathen foundling

by God's general love in Christ) be sealed and ratified in

in baptism—then it is impossible too highly to rate the

importance of a daily application, both by parents and
sponsors, to that blessed Guardian for His sacred guidance
and influence. But such application no careless sponsor,

however tenderly attached by natural ties to the parents

and family of the infant, can possibly make. It is, we
must add, a most lamentable thing, to see Christians pros-

tituting their principles and sacrificing the dearest interests

of their children, either to family considerations or to a

desire to establish an interest for them with persons of

rank and consequence, by inviting them to fulfil the high

and responsible office of sponsors to them.
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1. DERRY ; a Tale of the Revolution. 5th edit. 12mo. cl. 6s.

2. OSRIC ; a Missionary Tale. 2nd edition. l2mo. 5s.

3. IZRAM ; a Mexican Tale, and other Poems. 12mo. 6s.

4. THE ROCKITE; an Irish Story. 3rd edition. 12mo. Ss.

5. PERSEVERANCE ; a Tale. 3rd edition. ISrao. 2s.

6. RACHEL; a Tale. 2nd edition. 18mo. Is. 6(/.
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MISCELLANEOUS .

RANDOM RECOLLECTIONS OF EXETER HALL, in

1834—1837. By One of the Protestant Party. 12mo. cloth, 3s. 6d.

REFLECTIONS ON GEOLOGY; suggested by a perusal
of Dr. BucKLAND's Bridgewater Treatise. By the Rev. J. Mellor Brown,
Hylton, Durham. 8vo. Is. 6d.

THE WORLD. By a Deserter. No. I. price Is. gilt edges.

No. II. Is. gilt edges.

THE LISTENER. By Caroline Fry, Author of "The
Assistant of Education," &c. 7th edition, 2 vols. Foolscap 8vo. 10s. cloth bds.

" The acuteness of observation and strength of mind displayed in this Work,
are altogether remarkeLble."—Literary Gazette.

AN APPEAL TO THE BRITISH NATION on behalf of

her SAILORS. By Rear-Admiral Sir Jahleel Brenton, Bart., K.C.B. Lien-

tenant-Governor of Greenwich Hospital. 18mo. Is. 6d. cloth.

THE BIBLE AND SPADE; or, Captain Brenton's Account
of the Rise and Progress of the Children's Friend Society ; showing its tendency

to prevent crime and poverty, and eventually to dispense with capital punish-

ment and impressment. 18mo. 2s. 6d. cloth.

THE TEACHER TAUGHT ; or. The Sunday School In-

structor furnished with Materials for his Work. In a Series of Questions, on

the most important Doctrines and Duties of the Word of God. By the Author

of " The Mine Explored." 2nd edition. 18mo. 2s. neatly half bound.

THE MINE EXPLORED; or, Scripture Truths elicited

from Scripture Characters. ISmo. 8d.

MINISTERIAL RESPONSIBILITY. By the Rev. Alex.

Dallas, M.A., Rector of Wonston, Hants. Foolscap 8vo. cloth, 3s.

SCRIPTURE PRINCIPLES of EDUCATION. By Caro-
line Fry. 2nd edition. 18mo. 2s. 6d. half bound.

PARABLES. By F. A. Krummacher, D.D. Translated by
Miss F. Johnston. Foolscap 8vo. 3s. 6d. cloth.

THE HOPE of the NAVY; or, the True Source of Disci-

pline and Efficiency, as set forth in the Articles of War, provided for the govern-

ment of the Fleet of Great Britain. An Address to the Youth now rising in the

Naval Profession. By Rear-Admiral Sir Jahleel Brenton, Bart. K.C.B. , Lieu-

tenant-Governor of Greenwich Hospital. Foolscap 8vo. 5s. cloth.

LIGHT SHINING OUT OF DARKNESS. The fidelity of

the Four Evangelists evinced by their apparent contradictions. By the Rev.

Alfred Roberts, M.A. 12mo. 3s. 6d. cloth.

CHURCH, PASTORS, PATRONS ; or, the Establishment

as God designed it. In Three Parts.

Part I. Church and her Claims.

II. Pastors and their Efficiency.

III. Patrons and their Obligations.

By William Graham Cole, A.B., late Scholar T.C.D.; Perpetual Curate of

Walpole, SnflFolk ; and Chaplain to the Marquis of Abercorn. 12mo. 4s. 6d. cloth.
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SUITABLE FOR COTTAGERS AND THE POOR.
THE CHRISTIAN VILLAGER'S GUIDE-BOOK. A

Manual of Practical Instructions, pointing out the way to a Holy and Happy
Life. Affectionately addressed to the Village Members of the Church of England.

By Anthony Ceowdy, A.M., Perpetual Curate of Aldershot, Hants. 18mo.

25. 6d. half bound and lettered.

Also, by the same Anther,

CHURCH of ENGLAND VILLAGE DIALOGUES, con-

tainiug Remarks on the Foundation, Order, Usages, Services, and Liturgy

of the Church ; also answering certain popular objections, and showing the

evil of certain practices in Religion among those who separate themselves from

her. 12mo. Is. 3d. orlSs. per dozen.

THE COTTAGER'S GUIDE to the NEW TESTAMENT;
that is, the Life and Doctrine of our Lord Jesus Christ plainly set forth ; con-

taining Instructions for Reading, with familiar Explanations of the meanings

of the different passages, with Applications and Prayers. By Alexander
Dallas, A.M., Rector of Wonston, Hants. Publishing in monthly numbers,

2d. each. Vols. I. and II. are now ready, cloth lettered, 3s. 6d. each.

This Work is admirably adapted for circulation amongst those whose know-
ledge is of the lowest kind. Every thing is explained as it occurs in the Scrip-

tures, without supposing any preliminary knowledge, and the four Gospels being
harmonized, conveys in a simple form all the information necessary to a right

understanding of the New Testament.

VISITS of FAMILIAR INSTRUCTION, in the DOC-
TRINES and DUTIES of SCRIPTURE ; designed to assist both the Teacher

and Learner of Divine Truth. In Four Series. By a Membjer of the Church
OF England. 4s. 6d. cloth boards and lettered.

ST. PAUL'S EPISTLE to the ROMANS, illustrated in simple

and familiar language. By G. B. 12mo. cloth, 3s.

ST. PAUL'S FIRST EPISTLE to the CORINTHIANS,
illustrated in simple and familiar language. By G. B. 12mo. cloth, 3s.

COTTAGE PICTURES. 12mo., sewed, 8d.

THE SHEPHERD and HIS FLOCK. By the Author of
" Cottage Conversations." This little Work is admirably adapted for circula-

tion in Villages and Schools. Od.

THE VILLAGE CHURCH - YARD ; or, Reflections on

Death, Past Times, and a Future State. 3rd edition. 2s. 6d. neatly half-bound.

THE VILLAGE OBSERVER ; or, an Attempt to Prove that

Poor People may be happy. Ninth edition. 2s. 6d. neatly half-bound.

THE VILLAGE PASTOR. 18mo. 2*. 6d. neatly half-bound.

COMPANION for the AFFLICTED; or. Texts of Scripture

and Hymns arranged. Large type, in Two Parts, 6d. eacli.

TEXTS OF SCRIPTURE, adapted to the Occasional Scenes,

Required Duties, and Usual Employments of the Day. Selected from the

Psalms, Proverbs, and New Testament. 6d.
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THE CHRISTIAN
OFFICER'S AND T

Tliese neat little Volumes are all

s, .-

Adam's Private Thoughts 1 6
Alleine's Alarm to the Uncon-

verted 1 6
Augustine's Confessions 1

Baxter'sConyerse with God 1
* Dying Thoughts. 1 6
* Call 1
• Saints Rest 2 6 I

* Dialogues 1 6
j

Beveridge's Private Thoughts.. 1 6
Bogatzky's Golden Treasury .. 2 6 1

•Boston's Crook in the Lot. . 1 6
I

Bridge on the 91ST Psalm.... 1
j

* Sinfulness of Sin 1 o I

• Faith 1 6
,

•Brooke's Apples of Gold .. 1 6
•Brown's Journal 1

Concordance 3 6
Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progess ... 1 6
Cecil's Visit 1 0|
*Charnock on Man's Enmity 2

j

Charters on Alms-giving 2
j

*Ci^RKE's Scripture Promises 1 6
j

* French 2
j

*Cruso on Tender Conscience i o
•Doddridge's Rise 1 6 i

on Regeneration 1 Q
Ten Sermons .

.

16
Seven Sermons 1 6
Colonel Gardiner 1 6

•Divine Breathings 1

•Dorney's Letters 1 6
•Duty and Blessedness of

Maintaining a Recollec-
tion of God's Presence.. 1

Earle on the Sacrament 1 6
•Flavel's Balm of the Cove-

nant 1

Husbandry Spiritual-

ized 1 6
Saint Indeed 1 6
on Providence .... 1 6
Touchstone 1 6
Token for Mourners 1 6

Goodwin's Return of Prayer.

.

1 6
•Gipps on Being Born Again 1 6
•Guthrie's Saving Trial .... 1 6
*Hall's (Bishop) Christian ..16
* Balm of Gilead 1 6
* Christ Mystical, and

Dorney on Union with
Christ 1 6

•Harrison's Songs in the Night 1 6
Henry's Pleasantness of Religion 1 6

Clarke's Scripture Promises 2
Mason's Pocket Companion.. 1 6
The Sunbeams. A Diary of

Promises. 128mo 1

Rowe's Devout Exercises .. 2
Beaufoy's Guide to True Pil-

grims 2

RAVELLER'S LIBRARY.
printed in good Type, and boutid i?i Cloth.

Henry on Meekness 1

•Hill's It is Well 1

• Deep Things of God.. 1 6
•Hooker's Sermons on Jus-

tification, &c 1 6

Janeway 's Life 1 6
Ken's Retired Christian 1 6
•Leighton on Lord's Prayer 1
• Rules for a Holy

Life 6

•Macarius' Institutes of
Christian Perfection .. 16

•Malan's French Hymns 2
* Ditto, in English.. 2
•Manual of 100 Practical

Contemplations 1 6
•MARSHALLon Sanctification 2
Mason's Select Remains 1 6

Pocket Companion.. 1 6
Mather's Essays 1 6
Meade's Almost Christian 1 6

•Newton's Omicron and Vigil 2
•Olney Hymns, by Newton &

Cowper 2 6
•Owen on Mortification of

Sin 1 6
• Spiritual Mindedness 1 6

Temptation 1 6
Scripture 1 6

Pascal's Thoughts on Religion.. 1 6
Reynolds on St. Peter 1

Romaine's Life of Faith 1 6
Walk 2 6
Triumph 1 6

* Select Letters .. 2 6
•Serle's Christian Remem-

brancer 2
• Husbandry 1 6
• Holy Spirit 1 6
Scougal's Life of God in the

Soul 1 6
Shower's Reflections 1 6
Sibbes's Bruised Reed 1 6
•Stoddard's Guide to Christ 1

Thomas a Kempis 1 6

•Venn on Zacharias 1 6
Walker's Christian 1 6
Watt's Death and Heaven .... 1 6
•Witherspoon on Regenera-

tion 1 6
•Wilberforce on Chris-

tianity 2

The Bible Christian 1

The Contrast between the

Righteous and Wicked .. 10
Enoch's Walk with God 1 6

Little Child's Text Book... 1 6

Texts for my Little Ones,
128mo 1
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The Infant's School 2d. or 14s. per 100

The Arch of Titus and the Coliseum 3d. or 21s. per 100

Repentance ; in large Type Id. or 7a. per 100

Village Prayer Meeting Id. or 7«. per 100

Fincher's Observations on the Providence of God 2d. or 14s. per 100

The Church's Consolation 2d. or 14s. per 100

Bishop Jebb's Letter on Fashionable Amusements Id. or 7s. per 100

Have You had the Influenza? Id. or 7s. per 100

The Unity of the Church, by Hon. Sc Rev. B.W. Noel, 2d. or 14s. per 100

The Sanctification of the Sabbath, by Ditto 2d. or 14s. per 100

Eliza O'Sullivan 2d. or 14s. per 100

Dying Embers: A Cottage Dialogue ld.or7s. per 100

Tract for the Times, in reply to the Oxford Tracts 8vo. Is.

Reasons for Declining to Attend a Concert of Sacred Music .' 6d.

Popery at Rome Ijd. or 10s. 6d. per 100

Old Goddard Cook ; or. Divine Grace Exemplified 12mo. stitched, 6d.

Wonston Confirmation Tracts, 1 to 12 Is. 6d.

The Duty of attending the Holy Sacrament IJd. or 10s. (5d. per 100

Let it alone this Year also. Timo ....Id. or 7s. per 100

Right Election and the Great Reform Id. or 7s. per 100

God is Love. Comfort for the Sick and Sorrowful 2d. or 14s. per 100

The Voter's Duty according to the Bible 2d. or 14s. per 100

Earnest Exhortation to the Duty of Private Prayer.. 3d. or 21s. per 100

Common Excuses for not Receiving the Lord's Supper, Jd. or 3s. 6d. per 100

Going to Service Id- or 7s. per 100

The Shepherd Id. or 7s. per 100

Light in the Darkness Id. or 7s. per 100

The Lord's Day Id- or 7s. per 100

Green End 2d. or 14s. per 100

A Word from a Drunkard reclaimed by Grace 2d. or 14s. per 100

The Power of Spiritual Joy. By the Rev. Dr. Skinner 2d. or 14s. per 100

Thomas Foster, aged 92. By the Rev. W. R. Freemantle, 2d. or 14s. per 100

Careless Church-goers Id. or 7s. per 100

Lord, teach us to Pray: or, the Voice of Prayer Id. or 7s. per 100

Dinah ; a Christian Memorial Id. or 7s. per 100

William Jones and Poor Wade Id. or 7s. per 100

Where there is a Will, there is a Way Id. or 7s. per 100

A Time TO Dance id. or 3s. 6d. per 100

Last Days of Mrs. Cooper, of the Scottish Mission, Hurnee, East

Indies Id. or 7s. per 100

Surely I Come Quickly: a Letter to Everybody Id or 7s. per 100.

RoMAiNE's Earnest Invitation to set apart One Hour in every Week
for Prayer and Supplication 2d. or 14s. per 100

The Return of the Jews Id. or Is. 6d. per 25

The Thunderbolt Id. or 7«. per 100

Word for the Law of Moses 6d.

KILDARE PLACE SOCIETY,
jfor promoting ti^e iS^ruration of tf)e ^oor in Jrelanlr.

James Nisbet and Co. having been appointed Agents for this Society in

London, now keep a regular Supply of their Publications, and particularly their

Lending Library, in 79 vols. 18mo. feoimd iw s^<^, price^ 15«. Od.

Waltm and Mitchell, Printers, J t ardour Street, London.
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